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The Joy of Love, Amoris Laetitia 

By Mark Mann, OFS 

Diocesan Director of Family, Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

 

Pope Francis’ latest exhortation comes after a process that went on for more than 
three years, beginning with a worldwide questionnaire on family issues that was 
sent out by the Vatican to bishops in order to get input from experts and the 
laity.  Then came the synod of bishops that took place in October of 2014, 
followed by another questionnaire and another synod in October of 2015. The 
Pope took all the synod reports and used them in writing his exhortation. 

Mark Mann will guide us through this important document as we reflect on the 

purpose of love and families. 
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Professions: 

 

Birthdays 
 
Alan Supran—September 2 

Chris Walters—September 4 

Kathryn Braunschneider—September 11 

Ron Uzarski—September 28 

Mary Hentig—September 15 

Carol Yskes—September 15 

Kathryn Braunschneider—September 25 

Jim Dohm—September 30 

Mary Lou Harig—September 30 

Catherine Wilson—September 30 

Unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts, we will not be able to celebrate Transitus at St. Thomas this year.  
St. Isidore is not able to celebrate it either.  Therefore, we are including this prayer that we can all pray this 
together in our homes as fraternity on the eve of October 3. 

Lord God, on this night you gave to our holy father Francis, 
the Poverello of Assisi, the reward of perfect beatitude. 

In your love, lead us who celebrate his Transitus, to follow closely in his footsteps, 
and come, in our turn, to worship you face to face, 
in a joy that knows no ending. 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you and the .Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 

 

 

For a full text including the readings, 
go to https://
franciscan.wordpress.com/2009/09/
25/hello-world/. 

Transitus 

 

 

With the anticipation of autumn, there is much to anticipate as well within our fraternity.  We are 

preparing to welcome into our fraternity 13 candidates in November!  They are all wonderful additions to 

our fraternity.  I can’t wait to see the fruits of the gifts they bring to all of us.  Thank you to all those that 

have been helping to form them over these past three years.  You have done a fabulous job! 

Please pray daily the St. Francis’ Prayer for Peace.  Pax vobiscum. 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming Feast Days 

Transitus  October 3 

Feast of St. Francis October 4 

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 



 

Peace & all good, 

Thank you for your candor during our conversation at last month’s fraternity meeting. As we journey collectively 
toward naming an apostolate, candid, authentic conversation is going to be imperative. We are off to a great 
start in that arena. Again, thank you. 

I’d like to offer a summary of some of what was communicated during our rich conversation. 

As we discern the apostolate we will need to consider commitments that each of us currently have. As 
Franciscans, we are drawn to serving locally and internationally. Service is constitutive of our Rule (14 & 15). 

Our conversation offered some great insights to consider. Jim Howard mentioned, not everyone may have time 
and that is not a judgement on their commitment to the fraternity. Jim’s comment gives us pause to ask 
ourselves ‘Am I judgmental? What are my biases?’ or ‘Do I use harsh language at fraternity meetings when I am 
taking with or about others?’ or ‘How do I practice poverty of spirit, humility, perfect charity and joy?’ 

Beth Price reminded us that as we discern the apostolate we will be called to assess our commitment to the 
fraternity and its priority in our lives. Does it hold a primacy of place so to speak? 

And Ray Boisvenue shared that, while we may love the ministries we do, we may be challenged to trust that the 
apostolate will address our passions and gifts. 

These comments require reflection on our part. They offer each of us an opportunity for renewal. After all, 
conversion is a lifelong daily process (Rule 4 & 7). I’d like to suggest that, as we reflect on each of these insights, 
we begin thinking in the terms of both/and. I believe we can devise an apostolate that is broad enough for 
individual engagement regardless of commitments and creates opportunities for each member to offer their gifts 
and talents and share their passions. What I’d suggest is not an option - is not engaging in the apostolate at all. 

An apostolate is not a service project. It is a service rendered “as a Gospel response… In fraternity the ideal is to 
recognize the gifts God provides in brothers and sisters, forging a bond and this community of brothers and 
sisters simultaneously ministering not only to the needs of others but also witnessing to the Franciscan identity 
by the manner in which the ministry is dispensed.” (JPIC Handbook p.7) 

And the prayer, conversation and discernment continues…. Ss. Francis and Clare pray for us.  

JPIC Corner by Cami Mann 

“The more we let ourselves be 

enveloped by the love of God, the 

more our lives are renewed.” 

~Pope Francis 
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Welcome to our new members! 

We offer a very warm welcome to our newly transferred members of 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity: 

 Josephine Simon 

 Larry and Marijo Forrester 



Newsletter Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

6490 Kingtree SW 

Byron Center, MI  49315 

 

Page 4 Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 

Set up/Clean up Ministry 

If you are excused from attending the 

fraternity gatherings and would like to send in 

your fair share amount, please send your 

checks to: 

 Dwayne Betcher, OFS 

 2929 34th St. 

Fair Share Update 

September 28   Paul Wojtas 

Excused Absences 

If you are unable to attend the fraternity 

gatherings due to health or other hardship 

reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 

Michelle Bryk  michellebsfo@iserv.net 


