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Wednesday, September 26   7 p.m. St. Thomas 

HOMEWORK REMINDER: Please read your assigned chapter, taking notes on 

how it can influence and direct your committee.  Bring your notes to the next 

fraternity meeting. Prayer Committee: Chapter 6 – Ecological Education and 

Spirituality, Education Committee:  Chapter 6 – Ecological Education and 

Spirituality Direct Service:  Chapter 4 – Integral Ecology Advocacy:  Chapter 5 

Lines of Approach and Action , If you do not have a copy of Laudato Si, it is 

available at www.vatican.va  If you would like to buy a copy, we will have 

some for sale at our next Fraternity meeting; $10.00 each. 

Executive Council 

Barb Scott, OFS 
Minister 
bscott3315@gmail.com 
616-550-5916 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
Vice Minister 
roseysposies@gmail.com 
616-791-1279 
Carol Dills, OFS 
Secretary 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
616-822-7191 
Dwayne Betcher, OFS 
Treasurer 
dbetcher@herrickdl.org 
269-350-9614 

Councilors 
Lori Fedewa, OFS 
wadalaf@gmail.com 
616-458-7966 
Jason George, OFS 
johnkite@rocketmail.com 
231-736-7487 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
aoatleyofs@gmail.com 
616-915-2414 
Alan Supran, OFS 
ajsupran@yahoo.com 
616-895-1463 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
Formation Minister 
michellebofs@gmail.com 
616-361-8489 
Cami Mann, OFS 
JPIC Representative 
cmann1897@gmail.com 
616-450-1897 
Regional Spiritual Asst. 
Linda Solis, OFS 
lsolisofs@gmail.com 
Br. Loren Connell, OFM 
brolocon@gmail.com 

Upcoming  Franciscan Feasts 
St. Francis of Assisi   Oct. 4 
Mary Frances of the Five Wounds Oct. 6 
Daniel, Priest  & Companions Martyrs Oct. 10 
Seraphin of Montegranaro  Oct. 12 
Blessed James of Strepar, Bishop Oct. 20 
Blessed Contardo Ferrini  Oct. 20 
Blessed Josephine Leroux  Oct. 21 
Peter of Alcantara, Priest  Oct. 22 
John of Capestrano, Priest  Oct. 23 
Blessed Bonaventure of Potenza, Priest Oct. 26 
Anniversary of Dedication in Consecrated  
Churches of the Order   Oct. 30 



 
Professions      Birthdays     

Mary Hentig  September 15   Alan Supran   September  2 
Carol Yskes  September 15   Chris Walters  September  4 
Jim Dohm  September 30 
Mary Lou Harig  September 30 
Catherine Wilson September 30 
Note: Correction Joanne Dusendang and Mary Ann Swiatlowski  profession date is August 29 not August 26 
Please note: To update incorrect information, please contact Carol Dills, secretary, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net  

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Message from the Minister 
 
 
If you were unable to attend the last fraternity gathering, here is what happened. Based on the crisis in 
our Church at this time, I felt we needed to take a step back from our agenda and spend our time as a 
fraternity in prayer for healing. We used a resource from Word on Fire, using the Sorrowful Mysteries of 
the rosary as a meditation on the sorrow we are feeling in our Church. You can find this resource at 
https://www.wordonfire.org/resources/blog/praying-in-crisis-the-sorrowful-mysteries-of-this-
moment/5880/. 
The council is working on putting together a budget for the next year. We will present this budget once 
it is finished, but a few things we already know will be different for the next year. I will be discussing 
them at the next fraternity gathering. First of all, we approved an increase in the fair share at the Au-
gust Regional Ministers Meeting. The region has been struggling with meeting costs for a couple of 
years now. This is because the number of Secular Franciscans in the region has decreased by a concern-
ing rate each year and costs for meetings has risen each year. It is pretty simple. Less income and in-
creased costs. Therefore, the Fair Share beginning in January of 2019 will be $52 per person. This still 
gives us a negative budget but about half of what it is currently. The new regional council is also 
charged with finding new sources of income to balance this negative budget.  Although no one likes to 
approve a negative budget, we didn’t feel that we could raise the fair share any more than we did in 
one year.   
As a fraternity, we also will need to incur more costs as well. We currently do not have money set aside 
for formation materials. If we want to encourage more people in formation, we need to keep our costs 
down for people entering formation. Also, when we are assigned our own spiritual assistant, we will 
have to reimburse that person their travel expenses. Since we don’t know where that person will come 
from, it could be more money than we currently have set aside for that purpose. And lastly, we have 
been asked by NAFRA to make sure that we have at least one year if not two years of monies in reserve 
in case of emergencies. We currently only have about six months in reserve. 
At the last business meeting this spring, Dwayne reported our income and expenses. Many have asked 
about a suggested monthly amount to reach all of our goals. Here is a chart that summarizes various 
scenarios. Please remember that these are suggested amounts.  If you cannot afford these amounts, 
please give what you can afford. If you can afford more, then the extra may cover those that cannot 
afford it. 
Proposed expense budget to include $52 per person fair share, Spiritual Assistant stipend, and for-
mation materials is $5,933. 

Suggested monthly contribution 
per fraternity member 

Total Income  Budget surplus for 1-2 years of 
expense reserve 

$10.00 $8,760 $2,827 

$12.00 $10,512 $4,579 

$15.00 $13,140 $7,207 
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.   Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Corner   
Cami Mann, OFS JPIC Animator 
 
 

Peace & all good, 
 
 

We continue to move forward in implementing the apostolate. I understand there may be some confusion 
as to what our next steps are. We will be discussing some next steps for implementation at the Septem-
ber meeting. For example, each committee will need to appoint a spokesperson and a secretary. Instruc-
tions  will be given at the meeting as to the role each will play -not only within the committee, but 
across committees, and to the larger fraternity as well.  
 
Prayer Committee member Margaret Gessner, OFS submitted the prayer below written by St. Augustine. 
Please add this prayer to your daily prayer between now and publication date of the next newsletter. 
 

The Beauty of Creation Bears Witness to God 
Question the beauty of the earth,  
The beauty of the sea, 
The beauty of the wide air around you; 
Question the order of the stars, 
The sun whose brightness lights the day, 
The moon whose splendor softens the gloom of night; 
Question the living creatures that move in the waters, 
That roam upon the earth, 
That fly through the air; 
The spirit that lies hidden, 
The matter that is manifest; 
The visible things that are ruled, 
The invisible that rule them; 
Question all these. 
They will answer you: 
“Behold and see, we are beautiful.” 
Their beauty is their confession of God. 
Who made these beautiful changing things, 
if not one who is beautiful and changes not? 
 
Ss Francis and Clare, Pray for us. 

Give us O God, leaders whose hearts are large enough to 
match the breadth of our own souls and give us souls strong 
enough to follow leaders of vison and wisdom. 
 
In seeking a leader, let us seek more than our own enhance-
ment—though enhancement we hope for—more than security 
for our own plans and visions; though security we need more than satisfaction for our own selfish wants 
though many things we desire.  

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 

Elections will be in March of 2019 

Please continue to prayerfully consider the nomination process. 
Who do you prayerfully feel is being called by the Holy Spirit into 
fraternity leadership? Are you being called into leadership?   



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry September 26 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
8366 Olive Lake Ct 
West Olive, MI 49460 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up  Clean–Up 

Mark & Cami Mann Amy Oatley 

   Margo Dean 

To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 
gathering due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


