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Infirmarian:  Camilla Sonefeld OFS – Home 616-454-8996 – Call her if you know

of any members who need prayers, a visit or anything else.

Next Meeting: St. Thomas Church
 Date: August 29, 2012
 Time: 7:00 p.m. 
 Speakers: All members of the fraternity that went to the Q
 Topic: Round table discussion of the experience of the Q.
       

 
Announcements:  
 We would like to wish a Happy Birthday to the following members: Shari 

Boisvenue OFS August 27; Helene Crawford OFS August 6; Judy VanderLaan 
OFS August 7 and Kay Wilson OFS August 30.

 Congratulations to the following members professed in August  and may St. 
Francis continue to lift you up before Our Lord Jesus Christ: Rose Hickey OFS; 
Theodore Kkusmierz OFS; Joanne Dusendang OFS and Mary Ann Swiatlowski 
OFS.   

 You can find our web page at http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  We will 
be posting our newsletters on the website.  In order to save the significant cost of 
postage, the council is requesting members to access the website to get the 
newsletter.  The council understands that not everyone has the internet and 
therefore we will continue to send the newsletter by mail to those folks that do not 
have it.  If you are getting the newsletter on line, please contact Jim Howard and 
let him know to remove your name from the mailing list.  The newsletter will 
generally be available after Wednesday of the week proceeding the meeting. 

 Congratulations   to the following members of our fraternity who were elected or 
appointed to the following positions at the regional ministers meeting on August 
18th:  Ray Boisvenue OFS was elected treasurer, James Howard OFS was elected 
minister and Patti Reynolds OFS was reappointed formation minister of the 
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region. Because Jim Howard was elected minister of the region, he is required to 
resign his position as minister.  Ray Boisvenue the vice minister, will assume the 
duties of minister for the fraternity until the next election in March of 2013. 
Please keep Ray, Jim and Patti in your prayers as they assume their new duties of 
serving the regional council and fraternities. Attached is a copy of Jim’s 
resignation letter to the council.

 The fraternity will need  someone to volunteer to write the monthly newsletter 
because our former minister, Jim Howard will not have time to write the 
newsletter because of his additional responsibilities as minister of the region. If 
you can assume this job, speak to Ray Boisvenue.

o Article 25

Out  of  the  conviction  of  the  need  to  educate  children  to  take  an  interest  in 
community, "bringing them the awareness of being living, active members of the 
People of God"1 and because of the fascination which Francis can exercise on them, 
the formation of  groups of  children should be encouraged.   With the help of  a 
pedagogy and an organization suitable to their age, these children should be initiated 
into  a  knowledge  and  love  of  the  Franciscan  life.   National  statutes  will  give 
appropriate orientation for the organization of these groups and their relationship to 
the fraternity and to Franciscan youth groups.

Messengers of Joy and Hope

o Article 26

1. Even in suffering, Francis experienced confidence and joy from:
— the experience of the fatherhood of God;
— the invincible faith of rising with Christ to eternal life;
— the experience of being able to meet and praise the Creator in the universal 

fraternity of all creatures.2

Rule 19  Following the Gospel, Secular Franciscans, therefore, affirm their hope 
and their joy in living.  They make a contribution to counter widespread distress 
and pessimism, preparing a better future.

2.   In the fraternity, the brothers and sisters should promote mutual understanding and
      they should see to it that the atmosphere of their meetings is welcoming and that it
      reflects joy.  They should encourage one another for the good.

1 Apostolicam actuositatem 30.
2 See 2 Celano, 125; Legend of Perugia 43; Major Life, 9.



Secular Franciscan Order
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity
__________________________________________________________________________

August 22, 2012

Mr. Ray Boisvenue OFS
Vice Minister of Our Mother of Sorrows
44 Lakeside Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Re: Resignation Letter

Dear Ray,

As you know, on August 18, 2012, at the regional ministers meeting, I was elected 
Minister of the Divine Mercy Region.  Since I have been elected Minister of the Divine 
Mercy Region, I am required to resign as minister of Our Mother of Sorrows fraternity so as 
to be better able to perform my new duties. Therefore, with sadness I tender my resignation 
as the Minister of Our Mother of Sorrows fraternity effective immediately. 

It has given me great joy to have been blessed by God to be able to serve the 
fraternity as minister.  I am sure you will agree that the council has accomplished many 
things during the last five years and that the fraternity is vibrant and growing as a result of 
the tireless efforts of the council members and formation team. Praise God!  I want to thank 
you and all of the council members for all of the help and assistance that you have given to 
me throughout the last five years.  I could not have successfully performed the duties of 
minister without that help.  I am deeply grateful for all that you and the council have done 
for me and I thank you all.

  I trust that the council will be as kind and helpful to you, as you assume the duties 
of minister, as they were to me.  You and the council will be in my prayers. Please pray that 
God will give me the grace to faithfully perform my responsibilities as Minister of the 
Divine Mercy Region.  Though the job appears somewhat intimidating, I nevertheless look 
forward to the challenge with knowledge that I can do all things with God’s help.  Glory be 
to God!   May God Bless You All and Give You Peace!

Your Brother in Francis,

James B. Howard OFS
Minister - Divine Mercy Regional   

                                                                                    Fraternity 

Cc:  Margo Dean OFS
 



May God Give you Peace!  Jim Howard sfo, Minister �
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