
 

 

f o r  F r e e d o m 

presentation.  Jim will 

ask the question, “Are 

we culpable for the loss 

o f  R e l i g i o u s 

Libert ies?”Welcome 

Jim! 

♦♦♦♦ 
 Deacon Jim was ordained to 

the Diaconate in the Diocese 

of Grand Rapids on February 

11, 2006. Jim works full time 

in dentistry sales and lives in 

Heritage Hill with his 

beautiful and Godly wife 

Diane.  

*Special Room Change 

for this month only: 

Join us this month  at St. 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish, but in the 

M i n i s t r y  C e n t e r 

Community Room (we 

have been in this 

location before) at our 

regular time of 7:00 PM 

on the dot, (Ray is 

smiling). 

  The Ministry Center 

Community Room is the 

building behind the 

school.  You can park in 

the regular lot and walk 

back (you can get 

through the fence) or 

you can take Carlton, off 

Fulton, to Grace Street 

(1st side-street off 

Fulton) and park by the 

Ministry Center. We 

will have signs on the 

doors and Council 

members will be outside 

to point you in the right 

direction.   

 

Our guest speaker this 

month is Deacon Jim 

Thorndill, our Spiritual 

Assistant (in training) 

serving in ministry at St. 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish. Jim will be 

speaking following this 

past summer’s Fortnight 

September 25— Fraternity Meeting (New Location*) 

Announcing:  Bishop David J. Walkowiak 

joins us in October 

The Executive Council 

i s  d e l i g h t e d  t o 

announced that our new 

Bishop, David J. 

Walkowiak will be our 

principle speaker at our 

October 30, 2013 

Fraternity Meeting.  We 

will meet in our usual 

spot next month (in the 

Lower Level of the 

Church) at our regular 

7:00 time.  

We have invited 

fraternity members from 

St. Clare and St. Isidore 

to join us for this 

exciting evening with 

the Bishop. 

Bishop Walkowiak was 

installed as the 12th 

Bishop of Grand Rapids 

at a beautiful ordination 

and installation this past 

June. 

 WELCOME BISHOP 

WALKOWIAK! 

  

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  

   Minister 

    616-301-3770 

Margo Dean, OFS 

   Vice Minister 

    Newsletter Editor 

    616-272-2976 

    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 

Beth Price, OFS 

   Secretary 

    616-915-1757 

Chris Bueche,  OFS 

   Treasurer 

    616-485-9668 

Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 

   Counselor 

    616-791-1279 

Terri Mauro, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-803-5733 

Amy Oatley, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-915-2414 

Jerry Switlowski, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-458-8205 

Michelle Bryk, OFS 

    Formation Director 

    616-361-8489 

Alan Supran, OFS  

    JPIC 

    616-8951463 

 

Deacon Jim Thorndill 

   Spiritual Assistant  

   (in training) 

    616-292-0422 

 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 

   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 

   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  

September 17, 2013 

N E W S L E T T E R   

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 

Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 

A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                                      Year of  Faith 

INFIRMARIAN: Camilla Sonefeld 

Phone: 616-454-8996  Email: camillasonefeld@yahoo.com 



 

 

Happy  

Anniversary of  

Profession… 

 
Mary Hentig (9/15) 

Carol Yskes (9/15) 

Jim Dohm (9/30) 

Mary Lou Harig (9/30) 

Catherine T. Wilson (9/30) 

Happy 

 Birthday… 

 

 
Alan Supran (9/2) 

Kathryn Braunschneider (9/11) 

Todd Oatley (9/19) 

Ron Uzarski (9/28) 

 

Please Pray 

for our  

Formation 

Team… 
Michelle Bryk 

Patti Reynolds 

Lynn Dubridge 

Paul Wojtas 
 

 

Do you know?? Franciscan Feasts/Saints of September 
appeared to her and 

announced that she would be 

the founder of a new order.  

September 4th St. Rose of 

Viterbo:  At 10 years of age 

Rose became a Secular 

Franciscan and preached in 

the streets about sin and the 

sufferings of Jesus.  

September 17th Feast of 

the Stigmata of Francis, 

celebrating God’s gift of the 

Holy wounds of Christ. on 

Mount Alverno from a 

flying Christ who appears 

him as a seraphim.  

September 23 

St.  P io of  

Pietrelcina  Padre 

Pio), who often 

said, “Pray, hope 

and do not worry.  

September 26 St. Elzear 

and Blessed Delphina:  This 

is the only Franciscan 

couple  canonized or 

beatified. After the couple 

married, they joined the 

Secular Franciscans and 

dedicated themselves to the 

corporal works of mercy. 

††††† 

September 1st  Blessed 

Beatrice da Silva: Beatrice 

was born of Portuguese 

parents at Ceuta on 

Moroccan  so i l ,  and 

manifested a special 

a t t a c h m e n t  t o  o u r 

Immaculate Mother. At the 

court of the king of Castile 

she was presented and cast 

into prison by a jealous 

queen, but by the visible 

in t e rven t ion  o f  the 

Immaculate Queen of 

Heaven, she was released. 

St. Francis and St. Anthony 
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Take time out and have a 

cup of tea and meditate on 

the lives of St. Francis, St. 

Clare, St. Anthony and how 

they faithfully followed 

Jesus Christ. 

Hello all…..  

Ray Boisvenue has been looking 

for someone to assume the duties of 

newsletter editor for some time and 

after prayer and encouragement, I 

have assumed those duties, 

beginning this month.  I have tried 

to bring a fresh look and some new 

ideas. Please, the Holy Spirit has 

not given me all the gifts so I 

welcome your ideas as well.  I will 

continue with Birthdays and 

Anniversaries as we have in the 

past.  As you can see I have put in 

some Franciscan Feast Days, some 

that you are familiar with and some 

that may be new to you.  Starting 

next month, I hope to have a 

column called, “Did you miss our 

meeting?”  I will give a little 

synopsis of what went on the 

month before...good for those who 

are homebound, for someone who 

might have been ill or was gone on 

vacation.  I also hope to have some 

articles on current Franciscan 

events, regional,  national 

(NAFRA) or even International 

(CIOFS).  Enjoy the new look for 

now….and let’s keep sharing.  

Blessings of JOY+++ 

Margo 

REMINDER: OUR INITIALS HAVE CHANGED 

 FROM SFO TO OFS 

At the General Chapter of the Secular Franciscan Order in October, 2012 

it was decided that the acronym to be used when signing one's name is to 

be OFS, not SFO. "The reason is that the OFS presidency wants to unify 

everything throughout the world being that the official name of the Order 

in Latin is Ordo Franciscanus Saecularis," said Richard Trezza, OFM, 

HNP then National spiritual director for the Secular Franciscan Order.  

Holy Spirit, inspire the 

Church around the world 

with compassion for the 

people of Syria, and fill us 

with hope for a future of peace 

built on justice for all.  We ask 

this through Jesus Christ, Prince of 

Peace and Light of the World. 

MARGO DEAN HAS  BECOME 

OUR NEWSLETTER EDITOR. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seraphim
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YEAR OF FAITH: Fr. Jim Chelich to speak in Grand Haven   

Fr. James Chelich, pastor of St. Thomas the Apostle Church, will be the 

guest Speaker at the Knights of Columbus, 1416 Washington Ave .Grand 

Haven, Mi. October 6, at 7:00 PM. Fathers’ topic will be “The Keys of the 

Kingdom; Precepts of the Church and Papal Authority.” The event is the 

13th. Presentation of “Celebrating the Year of Faith with the Joy of St 

Francis,” series sponsored by Secular Franciscans and Friends. This topic is 

especially timely considering the recent election of our new Pope Francis. 

The event is open to the Public. 

For further information call Claire Pinsonneault 616 846 5955 or Gail Smith 

231 722 4035. Thank you Claire Pinsonneault for the good work you have 

done on this project the whole year. 

And speaking of Fr. Jim mark your calendars early. Fr. Jim will celebrate Mass for us next January 29, 

at our regular monthly meeting as we renew our Profession promises. 

Celebrate  

Faith 

DO YOU KNOW WHAT JPIC STANDS FOR???? 

 ANSWER: JUSTIC, PEACE AND INTEGRITY OF CREATION (JPIC) 

DO YOU KNOW WHO OUR JPIC REPRESENTATIVE IS???? 

 ANSWER: ALAN SUPRAN, OFS 

Hear Ye! Hear Ye!  Calling all Inquirers, Candidates, Newly Professed, Fraternity Formators 

and Team Members:  Welcome to a full weekend of Formation—November 1–3, 2013 in 

Saginaw, Michigan.  Obtain details and  register for this Regional Fraternity event on our web 

page: ourmotherofsorrowsofs.wordpress.com/           Registration Deadline: October 18, 2013 

Editor’s note: Ray Boisvenue asked our 

JPIC representative, Alan Supran to give 

you an overview of his recent experience 

at the Annual Regional Ministers Meeting, 

held in August in DeWitt, MI. 

 

“As Franciscans we are a people of 

action. And our ministries are 

presented  in  many ways . 

Regardless of what we do as an 

individual all our actions are 

wrapped in love: weather we help 

in charitable support; express our 

concerns spiritually by prayer or in 

a more active affirmative way by 

pursuing justice. (Fix the problem 

which evokes our charitable hearts) 

  

From my first fraternity meeting I 

was impressed that you were an 

organization of individuals, 

motivated by your personal 

ministries. I saw you were a 

community centered in the Trinity, 

nurtured by Mother Mary and 

mentored by St. Francis. 
 

JPIC is a function of justice and 

peace. I recently attended a 

regional meeting. The speaker there 

indicated; although charity is good 

to help, justice mends the problem. 
 

As a fraternity there may be issues 

of justice we will want to remedy.       

JPIC: National, Regional and local 

will pass down to us issues of 

concern which can be addressed to 

fix. There are also other sources 

from where ideas can be presented. 

Once a month or so, one of these 

can be presented and discussed. 

From there a plan of action can be 

perused. At the least we as 

Franciscans can 

offer the need 

of charitable 

prayer for those 

in need of 

justice, peace, integrity and 

commitment. 
 

May the One who loves us all, 

bless you in every way.” 
 

~Alan ofs 
 

 ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ 

 

Alan and his wife Jan make their home in 

Allendale, MI.  They have one adult 

daughter, Aimee and two grandchildren.  

Alan sings in the Choir at Holy Spirit 

Church and as many of you know has a 

heart and soul for Prison Ministry.  Thank 

you Alan for all you do in God’s peace 

and justice work. 

 



 

 

evening of October, we 

ritually remember the 

passing of Francis of 

Assisi from the this life 

into God. In fact, the 

Transitus has become a 

significant and even 

necessary annual event. 

To ritually revisit the 

story of Francis’ passing 

is vital; without it 

Please join us on 

Thursday, October 3rd 

as we remember with 

love The Transitus of 

St. Francis.   

 

Join us in the Lower 

Level at St. Thomas the 

Apostle Parish at 7:00 

PM. 

 Each year on the third 

something significant is 

missing. It specifies the 

living memory of 

Francis; it intensifies our 

commitment to follow 

Christ in the way of the 

poor man of Assisi. 

 

Please bring a treat to 

share for after the 

service. 

Mark your Calendars for the Transitus of St. Francis….. 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

 

 

 

 

Inquirer 
Margaret Gessner 

Candidates 
Jenn Bahm 

Carol Dills 

Jeff Dills 

Michelle Mier 

Peg Wegenka 

 

Secular Franciscan Rule: Chapter 1—The Franciscan family, as one among many spiritual families raised 

up by the Holy Spirit in the Church, unites all members of the people of God -- laity, religious, and priests - 

who recognize that they are called to follow Christ in the footsteps of Saint Francis of Assisi. In various ways 

and forms but in life-giving union with each other, they intend to make present the charism of their common 

Seraphic Father in the life and mission of the Church. 

You can read the newsletter on line at:  www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.wordpress.com 

Please Pray for our Members in Formation 

Do you know anyone...a friend, relative, or acquaintance that 

might be interested in looking at the Franciscans and 

entering into discernment?  Michelle Bryk, our Formation 

Minister. is starting a new Orientation Group in the very 

near future. Please call Michelle at 616-361-8489 and let her 

know who you have in mind. We all started by someone 

inviting us. Who might you invite? 


