
 

 

b i r d  s e e d  b e i n g 

packaged we add a 

written description of 

our Order written both 

in English and Spanish. 

I can remember how 

excited people were to 

get these in the past, and 

it gets our name out 

there for people to see.   

We have a lot of fun 

putting the packets 

together...laugh, laugh, 

laugh.  You had to see 

Mary Lou Thompson 

a n d  M a r g o  i n 

competition for who 

gets the most bird seed 

(Margo won of course). 

Please Note:  We are 
meeting early in 
November due to the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  
Our meeting this month 

will be on Wednesday, 

November 20th, 7:00 

PM at St. Thomas the 

Apostle Parish (Lower 

Level of the Church). 

This month we will be 

putting together our 

packets for distribution 

in December. Please 

bring your own 1/3 cup 

measuring cup to scoop 
bird seed. St. Francis 

thought everyone should 

eat at Christmas (in 

celebration of the 

Incarnation), thus the 

packets so even the birds 

can find food in winter. 

We have distributed 

these  the last two years, 

first at the Cathedral of 

Saint Andrew and last 

year at St. Pius X in 

Grandville.  This year 
we will distribute 
packets on December 
15 at the Shrine of St. 
Francis Xavier & Our 
Lady of Guadalupe 
(additional details will 

be given at the meeting). 

You might remember 

that in addition to the 

Next Meeting: November 20, 2013—For the birds 

DECEMBER:  Our Annual Advent 
Family Gathering 

Mark your calendars for 

our upcoming December 

Meeting. 

 

We will gather on 
Wednesday, December 
18 (note this is the 
third Wednesday of 
the month) at St. 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish (Lower Level of 

the Church.  As always 
in December we will 
begin at 6:00 PM (note 
time change) with a 
potluck dinner.   
 
Bring you family 

members with you for 

t h i s  e v e n i n g  o f 

community fellowship, 

prayer and song. 

 

Michelle will have a 

special Advent prayer 

service (as we meet this 

year before Christmas). 
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Happy Birthday to you! 

November 5 
    *Dorothy Deja   

November 9 
     *Rich Michalski 

November 10 
     *Harriet Pilson     

November 12 
     *Dwayne Betcher     

(No Nov.  Profession Anniversaries) 

We’re you there at our last meeting? 

the Lord supports us when we 

follow him.  He shared his 

love for Catholic education 

and his desire that Catholic 

Schools remain open as much 

as possible. 

 

The Bishop shared with us his 

plan for the Diocese in terms 

of making Evangelization one 

of his top priorities. He sees it 

as an outward thrust to bring 

the Good News to those who 

do not know Christ.  He also 

wants to prioritize those who 

have walked away from the 

church and look at efforts to 

bring them back.  He focused 

on our need to Know our God 

through relationship and to 

know our Faith (catechesis) 

securely. 

 

We got a taste of his sense of 

humor as he highlighted his 

take on various Saints, but 

especially mentioning that St. 

Francis has been one of the 

greatest saints the Church has 

ever produced. 

 

Bishop prayed with us, talked 

with us and spent time 

socializing with us and we 

were truly blessed by his 

presence. 

If you could not be with 

us in October you missed 

our new Bishop as he 

both prayed and met with 

us at our monthly 

Fraternity Meeting.  

 

We were blessed to have 

with us visitors from 

both St Clare and St. 

Isidore fraternities and it 

made for a packed house 

and  a  wonderful 
evening . 

 

The Bishop talked about 

being called to our 

Diocese and noted that 
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Remembering our Franciscan 
Brothers and Sisters who have 
gone before us and are 
interceding on our behalf.  We 
pray eternal love and rest for: 
Ruth Goldsmith (1980) 

Mary Bell (1987) 

Richard Rogowski (1990) 

Carol Jean Crawford (1993 

Rose Piotrowski (1995) 

Howard McLaughlin (1996) 

David Prominski (1996) 

Kathleen Wild (2001) 

Anna Faucz (2001) 

Frank Venn (2002) 

Ernestine Pinsonneault (2002) 

Rev. Edward Kubiak (2003) 

Edna VanHouten (2003) 

Donna Kusmierz (2004) 

Therese Venn (2004) 

Frederick Bauhof (2004) 

Gerrie Harris (2005) 

Emma Vandenberg (2005) 

Margaret Radomski (2005) 

Gerrit Yskes (2006) 

Vernon Dean (2006) 

June Engebretsen (2007) 

Rose Chechack (2008) 

Connie Boukamp (2009) 

Alan Hartwick (2009) 

Anne Chechack (2010) 

Pauline Jorgensen (2011) 

Fr. Tod Laverty (2013) 

Kathryn Braunschneider (2013) 

 

 

 

 

Kathryn Braunschneider 

embraces sister death.  
Kathryn died from natural causes 

on (Praise 

God)  

October 4, the 

Feast of St. 

Francis.   She 

was professed 

on October 

25, 1995 and 

lived her life 

in her Franciscan simplicity, 

prayer and loving her special 

Sheltie, Sasha. Kathryn’s Mass of 

Christian Burial was held on 

October 11. She was a gentle 

soul.  

Eternal Rest Grant to her Lord. 

...The communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters through prayer for them.  
(Excerpt from the Rule: Chapter 3, Article 24) 

They have been made living 

members of the Church by 
being buried and raised with 

Christ in baptism; they have 

been united more intimately 

with the Church by profession. 
Therefore, they should go 

forth as witnesses and 

instruments of her mission 

among all people, proclaiming 
Christ by their life and words. 

Called like Saint Francis to 

rebuild the Church and 

inspired by his 

example, let them 
devote themselves 

energetically to 

living in full 

communion with 
the pope, bishops, and 

priests, fostering an open 

and trusting dialog of 

apostolic effectiveness and 
creativity. 

SFO Rule, Chapter 2, Art. 6 

Thank you Bishop ! 
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The annual Divine Mercy 
R e g i o n a l  F o r m a t i o n 
opportunity was held the 

weekend of November 1st - 3rd 

and was thoroughly enjoyed by 

all!  The Formation Ministers and 

Teams, as well as our Regional 

Executive Council, and Fraternity 

Ministers attended the weekend; 

also attending for the day on 

Saturday were  Inqui rers , 

Candidates, and Newly Professed 

from the local Fraternities in our 

Region. 

Our theme this year was from 

NAFRA and we considered how 

to "Be the Bridge - Accept All 

People as a Gift of God".   Our 

keynote speakers were our 

beloved Poor Clare’s of 

Michigan, Sisters Dianne & Laura 

(who live in Saginaw) and who 

spoke to us about how our Rule is 

a Model of Transformation for 

Us; also addressing the group was 

our  Regional Minister, Jim 

Howard, Formation Minister Patti 

R e yn o l d s  o n  b e i n g  t h e 

Bridge;  Ray Boisvenue and 

volunteers offered a Franciscan 

Musing about Francis and The 

Sultan, Formation Team Member 

David Seitz spoke on Humility, 

Lori Fedewa newly Professed 

spoke of St. Francis and Just 

Faith, and Loren Connell, OFM 

brought to the table a talk on the 

Eucharistic Life through the lens 

of being a Franciscan. 

 We had many times of prayer, 

both from the Liturgy of the 

Hours, Eucharistic Adoration, a 

Litany of the Saints from a 

YouTube video, as well as 

our Sunday Liturgy.   Being 

together with our brothers and 

sisters from around the Region is 

always a time of laughter and 

sharing!  

Please plan on joining us next 

year on Saturday, November 1st, 

2014 in Saginaw! 

May the Lord give you peace, 

Patti Reynolds, OFS 

Divine Mercy Regional 

Fraternity, Formation Minister 

Another View…... 
The opportunity to share and 

learn with other formation teams 

in the region is invaluable.  The 

formation ministers talked about 

how we are using the FUN 

manual and how we are working 

th ro u gh  fo rma t io n  wi th 

interested people.  It was an 

oasis in which to refresh 

ourselves as well with the 

teachings.  It is also great to see 

all those in formation around the 

region - including a good group 

of those in formation with Our 

Mother of Sorrows. 

 

Michelle Bryk, OFS 

Formation Minister 

 

Additional Events of Interest—Franciscan Life Process Center in Lowell, MI 
♦ Sat., November 16: Male and Female He Created Them (A Retreat for Women) 

♦ Sat., December 7:    How Do Real Men Pray? (Walking, Building, Profession with Pope Francis) 

♦ Sat., January 25:      Encountering Christ in the Steps of St. Francis 

♦ Sat., February 15:    St. Clare: First Franciscan Woman 

Call Barb at the Franciscan Life Process Center (616) 897-7842 or email bporter@lifeprocesscenter.org 

As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers 

and sisters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people 

as a gift of the Lord and an image of Christ.  A sense of community will make them joyful 

and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly 

for whom they  shall strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by 

Christ.                                                                                                                                     Our Holy Rule, Art. 13 



 

 

comforter.  

On you descended and 

in you still remains  

all the fullness of 

grace  

and every good.  

Hail, his Palace.  

Hail, his Tabernacle.  

Hail, his Robe.  

Hail, his Handmaid.  

Hail, his Mother.  

And hail, all holy 

virtues,  

 Invocations of 
St. Francis of 

Assisi 
Hail, holy Lady,  

Most holy Queen,  

Mary, Mother of God,  

Ever Virgin;  

Chosen by the most 

holy Father in Heaven,  

consecrated by him,  

with his most holy 

beloved Son  

and the Holy Spirit, the 

who, by the 

grace  

and 

inspiration 

of the Holy 

Spirit,  

are poured into the 

hearts of the faithful  

so that, faithless no 

longer, they may be 

made faithful servants 

of God through you.   

Amen, Alleluia! 

Francis shows his ardent love for Mary in Prayer…. 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  

Thanksgiving is a time for Giving Thanks and Giving of 
Ourselves and our Resources... 

FYI: The Regional 
Council assesses our 
Fair Share Amount 
at $42 per person, 
per year which we 
pay from our com-
mon fund.  Of that 
$42, the Regional 
pays NAFRA $17 
and NAFRA pays 
CIOFS $5. 

Regarding expenses necessary for the life of the fraternity and the needs of worship, of the apostolate, 

and of charity, all the brothers and sisters should offer a contribution according to their means. Local 

fraternities should contribute toward the expenses of the higher fraternity councils.     SFO Rule, Article 25 

November, the month of Thanksgiving, is a month of giving thanks and giving to 

others.  We can give to our Fraternity in monetary donations that are used for our larger 

Franciscan family (both National-NAFRA and International (CIOFS).  Not everyone 

has monetary resources, but can give in-kind donations using their talents or time to 

give to agencies or even our own fraternity.  Helping set up or take down for meetings 

is an in-kind donation.  Shari and Ray Boisvenue have been setting up and taking 

down for some time, often by themselves.  Please, could you come a little early or stay 

a little late and help with our meeting set up or clean up.  I am sure they would 

appreciate a break.  It’s a way of giving in-kind and giving thanks for our Fraternity 

meetings each and every month. Thanks Ray and Shari for your time and talent. 

The Virgin Mary, humble 

servant of the Lord, was open 

to his every word and call. 

She was embraced by Francis 

with indescribable love and 

declared the protectress and 

advocate of his family. The 

Secular Franciscans should 

express their ardent love for 

her by imitating her complete 

self-giving and by praying 

earnestly and confidently. 
 

SFO Rule: Chapter 2, Article 9  


