
 

 

Center.  (Diapers) 

For our dinner please 

bring the following 

based on the first letter 

of your last name as 

follows: 

A-F  Main Dish 

G-O  Desserts 

P-Z   Salads/Side Dish 

Paul W. = Raspberry Pie 

See you there! 

P l e a s e 

N o t e :  

We are 

meeting 

early in 

December due to the 

Christmas holiday. 

Our meeting this month 

will be on Wednesday, 

December 18th, 6:00 
PM at St. Thomas the 

Apostle Parish (Lower 

Level of the Church). 

This is our Annual 

Family Gathering so 

bring all your family 

members to join our 

celebration.   

We meet early (6:00 

PM) to eat dinner and 

enjoy our community 

brothers and sisters and 

m e e t  o r  r e n e w 

relationships with each 

other’s family members. 

Following the dinner, 

Michelle has a prayer 

time scheduled to add to 

your Advent journey. 

Also, we will be joining 

the St. Thomas the 

Apostle School and 

Parishioners for a live 

Nativity seen outside the 

church. Please bring a 

donation for Help 

Pre gn an c y  Cr i s i s 

Next Meeting: December 18, 2013—Family Gathering 

January, 2014:  Mass and Renewal of 

Promises 

Mark your calendars for 

our upcoming January 

Meeting. 

 

We will gather on 

Wednesday, January 

29, 7:00 PM at St. 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish (beginning in the 

Church).  

We will have the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass 

and at Mass the 

professed members will 

renew their profession 

promises. 

 

Fr. Jim Chelich will be 

our celebrant for this 

special occasion. 

Following the Mass we 

will have a social 

gathering in the Lower 

Level of the Church so 

p l e a s e 

s t i l l 

bring a 

treat to 

share. 

Hope to 

see you 

there! 
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had a great time besides. 

St. Francis loved the 

Incarnation and thought 

everyone should eat on 

Christmas, even the 

birds.  

In addition to feeding the 

birds for the winter, a 

little message in English 

and Spanish was inserted 

in to  each  packet 

explaining about our 

Franciscan Order and 

who they might call if 

interested.  If you have 

not signed up to help as 

yet, you can call Ray 

Boisvenue (see page 1)

and select one of the 

Masses to help distribute  

packets. 

Thanks!!!! 

Once again we had a 

great time putting 

together our Bird 

Seed Packets to be 

dist r ibuted this 

December 15 at the 

Shrine of St. Francis 

Xavier and Our Lady 

of Guadalupe.   

Many hands made 

light work and we 
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 Our Lord’s Great Gift to Saint Clare…. 

 

Once Saint Clare was seriously ill, so that she could not go to say 

the Office in church with the other nuns. When the solemnity of the 

Nativity of Christ arrived, all the others went to matins, and she re-

mained in her bed, unhappy that she could not go together with the 

others to have that spiritual consolation. But Jesus Christ, her spouse, not wish-

ing to leave her this way without consolation, had her miraculously carried to the 

Church of Saint Francis to be present for the whole Office of matins and the night Mass, and besides 

this, to receive Holy Communion, and then had her carried back to her bed. When the office in San 

Damiano was finished and the nuns returned to Saint Clare, they said to her: “O Sister Clare, our Mother, 

what great consolation we’ve had on this Holy Nativity! If only it pleased God that you could  have been 

with us!” And Saint Clare replied: “My sisters and dearest daughters, I give thanks and praise to Our 

Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, because I have been present at all the solemnities of this holy night, and at 

greater ones than you have been, with much consolation to my soul, for by the intercession of my father 

Saint Francis and by the grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, with the ears of my body and spirit I heard the 

whole Office and the music of the organ there and in that very place I received Holy Communion. There-

fore, rejoice and thank God for such grace shown to me.”  

We’re you there at our last meeting? 

        Cami Mann—December 1 

          Ray Boisvenue—December 3 

             David VanEck—December 6 

                 Verona Dunn—December 24 

         Virginia Champion—December 31 

 

Happy Birthday!                                                     No December Profession Anniversaries 

   

Merry Birthday to our December Birthdays... 

The most high Father made known from heaven through His holy angel Gabriel this Word 

of the Father – so worthy, so holy and glorious – in the womb of the glorious Virgin Mary, 

from whose womb He received the flesh of our humanity and frailty.  Though he was rich, 

He wished, together with the most Blessed Virgin, His mother, to choose poverty in the 

world beyond all else. 

Saint Francis of Assisi, Later Admonition and Exhortation to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance.  

May the Lord bless you 

and keep you in this holy 

season of Light. 
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St. Bonaventure (d. 1274) in his 

Life of St. Francis of Assisi tells the 

story of Francis at Greccio the best: 

 

“It happened in the third year 

before his death, that in order to 

excite the inhabitants of Greccio to 

commemorate the nativity of the 

Infant Jesus with great devotion, 

[St. Francis] determined to keep it 

with all possible solemnity; and lest 

he should be accused of lightness 

or novelty, he asked and obtained 

the permission of the sovereign 

Pontiff. Then he prepared a 

manger, and brought hay, and an 

ox and an ass to the place 

appointed. The brethren were 

summoned, the people ran 

together, the forest resounded with 

their voices, and that venerable 

night was made glorious by many 

and brilliant lights and sonorous 

psalms of praise. The man of God 

[St. Francis] stood before the 

manger, full of devotion and piety, 

bathed in tears and radiant with joy; 

the Holy Gospel was chanted by 

Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then 

he preached to the people around 

the nativity of the poor King; and 

being unable to utter His name for 

the tenderness of His love, He 

called Him the Babe of Bethlehem. 

A certain valiant and veracious 

soldier, Master John of Greccio, 

who, for the love of Christ, had left 

the warfare of this world, and 

become a dear friend of this holy 

man, affirmed that he beheld an 

Infant marvelously beautiful, 

sleeping in the manger, Whom the 

blessed Father Francis embraced 

with both his arms, as if he would 

awake Him from sleep. This vision 

of the devout soldier is credible, not 

only by reason of the sanctity of 

him that saw it, but by reason of the 

miracles which afterwards 

confirmed its truth. For example of 

Francis, if it be considered by the 

world, is doubtless sufficient to 

excite all hearts which are negligent 

in the faith of Christ; and the hay of 

that manger, being preserved by 

the people, miraculously cured all 

diseases of cattle, and many other 

pestilences; God thus in all things 

glorifying his servant, and 

witnessing to the great efficacy of 

his holy prayers by manifest 

prodigies and miracles.” 
 

Additional Events of Interest—Around the area 
♦ NEW: Openings for Hourly Adoration at St. Isidore Chapel (sign up at the Chapel) 

♦ NEW: Holy Hour at St. Ann’s home on Sunday nights at 7:00 PM (Adoration, Rosary and Benediction) 

♦ Sat., January 25*:      Encountering Christ in the Steps of St. Francis 

♦ Sat., February 15*:    St. Clare: First Franciscan Woman 
       *(Call Barb at the Franciscan Life Process Center (616) 897-7842 or email bporter@lifeprocesscenter.org) 

As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sis-

ters, so the Secular Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift of the 

Lord and an image of Christ.  A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place them-

selves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to cre-

ate conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by Christ. 

Rule of Life, Chapter 2, Article 13  

The Season of Advent is upon us.  In the Catholic Church, Advent is a 

period of preparation, extending over four Sundays, before Christmas. The 

word Advent comes from the Latin advenio, "to come to," and refers to the 

coming of Christ. This refers, first of all, to our celebration of Christ's birth at 

Christmas; but second, to the coming of Christ in our lives through grace and 

the Sacrament of Holy Communion and finally, to His Second Coming at the 

end of time. Our preparations, therefore, should have all three comings in 

mind. We need to prepare our souls to receive Christ worthily. 

 



 

 

have given.”   
 

“Start by doing what is 

necessary, then what is 

possible, and suddenly 

you are doing the 

impossible.” 
 

 “I have been all things 

unholy. If God can work 

through me, He can 

work through anyone.”   

“The deeds you do may 

be the only sermon some 

persons will hear today”  
 

“For it is in giving that 

we receive.” 
 

 “Remember that when 

you leave this earth, you 

can take with you 

nothing that have 

received--only what you 

 “W hi l e  yo u  a re 

proclaiming peace with 

your lips, be careful to 

have it even more fully 

in your heart.”   
 

“We have been called to 

heal wounds, to unite 

what has fallen apart, 

and to bring home those 

who have lost their 

way.”   

Quotable Quotes from Saint Francis of Assisi…. 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  

From the Executive Council to you and your family: 

A very Blessed and Merry Christmas and Grace-filled New Year 

 

Witnessing to the good yet to come and obligated to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they 

have embraced, they should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters. Rule, Article 12 

Santo Bambino 

A peaceful Christmas be yours today 

As the Babe in His holy manger lay. 

Happy as one St. Francis knew 

With joy and peace and blessing, too. 

Where there, at Midnight Mass, he sung 

"They laid Him in a manger." None 

But he could know the mystery 

And beauty of Nativity. 

For lo! There came a brilliant light 

And in his arms all nestled tight 

Appeared the Babe of all the world 

With tidings of good will unfurled. 

Peace this day, let all be well. 

Noel! Noel! Noel! 

— Greta McOmber Sciutto 

“Every day He humbles 

Himself just as He did 

when from  His heavenly 

throne into the Virgin's 

womb, he came.” 


