
 

 

graduate.  Meahgan has 

a  p a s s i o n  f o r 

others.  She has become 

a strong and clear voice 

for victims of Human 

Trafficking.    

     We meet at Saint 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish, 7:00 PM on 

April 30, 2013.  Hope to 

see you there. 

 

     Did you know ????? 

 that according to 

the 2013 Report from 

t h e  M i c h i g a n 

Commission on Human 

Trafficking, 20.9 million 

men, women and 

children are trafficked 

for commercial sex of 

forced labor worldwide, 

75 percent of which are 

estimated to be women 

and 27 percent are 

children. These statistics 

are widely unknown and 

this is not happening 

somewhere on the other 

side of the world, but in 

our own country, state 

and even here in Grand 

Rapids. These chilling 

realities are widely 

unknown and the 

question arises...what 

can we do? 

     Meahgan Pear will 

be our speaker this 

month.  Meahgan is a 

Michigan native (and an 

active member of the 

Pokagon Potawatomi 

local chapter).  She is 

the Marketing Director 

of Beene Garter, LLP, 

a n d  a   G V S U 

Join us for our Fraternity Meeting: April 30, 2014 

Guest Speaker: Meghan Pear on Human Trafficking 

Plan ahead: May 28, 2014 and  

June 18, 2014…. 

Planning Ahead for 

Fraternity 

May 28— We will meet 

at St. Thomas and 

continue our formation 

with Ileo Delio.  Sr. Ileo 

delighted us all at the 

2012 Quinquennial 

Congress in Chicago 

with her amazing 

insights into Francis and 

his way of life.  She 

brings the lessons into 

o u r  t i m e  a n d 

circumstances.  We will 

watch the next section of 

the CD and follow with 

small group discussion. 

Planning ahead for June 

look for our Annual 

Picnic.  Mark you 

calendars for June 18 

for a time of family, fun 

and surprises.  Start 

looking now for a door 

prize to give away.  This 

year we have reserved 

Wilcox Park (right 

around the corner from 

St. Thomas).   Full 

details will be in our 

May newsletter.     
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some want Jesus to follow them 

(doing what they want or asking 

Jesus to fix someone else).  Fr. 

Jim went on to say in Chapter 8 

of Mark’s Gospel that some met 

Jesus who knew they were in 

trouble and some  met Jesus who 

did not know they were in 

trouble.  They brought Jesus the 

symptoms, but they had to be 

willing to let Jesus get at the root 

problem…beyond the symptoms. 

Fr Jim stated again that the Good 

News is that Jesus is here to heal 

and make us capable of heaven. 

We can address our hearts to him 

and we have the freedom to name 

what has to die.  Every day we 

must admit what is in our heart 

and say to Jesus, “this must 

go…all of it.  We must die to 

ourselves so that we can rise 

again with Jesus.  It was a very 

compelling evening.  

Also we held the Rite of 

Welcoming for our members 

from Caledonia.  They are now 

on their way and need our 

prayers on their continuing 

journey.  They will be 

attending our fraternity 

gatherings.  Take time to know 

them well. Welcome all! 

Father James 

C h e l i c h , 

Pastor of 

Saint Thomas 

and a Secular 

F r a n c i s c a n 

himself, came 

to talk to us 

about following Jesus.  He 

sighted Jesus’ invitation in the 

Gospel of Mark (Mk 1:14), 

“Come follow me.”  He said we 

must reform our lives and take 

Jesus seriously.  The Good News 

is that Jesus is present.  When 

Jesus encounters people he 

invites them to follow him, but 
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Birthday Celebrations and Profession Anniversaries Abound in April... 

Happy Birthday to: 

∗ Linda Lee Spencer (4-6) 

∗ Gloria Heflin-Oates (4-10) 

∗ Peg Wegenka (4-14) 

∗ Mary Michalski (4-18) 

∗ Ted Kusmierz (4-19) 

∗ Michelle Bryk (4-22) 

∗ Beth Price (4-24) 

∗ Patti Reynolds (4-28) 

∗ Lori Fedewa (4-30) 

 

 

Profession Anniversaries are: 

∗ Terry Mauro (4-23) 

∗ Dwayne Betcher (4-24) 

∗ Cami Mann (4-24) 

∗ Mark Mann (4-24) 

∗ Susan Martin (4-24) 

∗ Thomas Nikkel (4-24) 

∗ Barb Scott (4-24) 

∗ David VanEck (4-24) 

∗ Lori Fedewa (4-25) 

 

∗ Amy Oatley (4-25) 

∗ Todd Oatley (4-25) 

∗ Jim Flickinger (4-27) 

∗ Alvin Matkovich (4-27) 

∗ Harriet Pilson (4-27) 

∗ Rose Skorka (4-27) 

∗ Jerry Swiatlowski 

We’re you there at our last meeting? 

Trying to Go Green We Are…. The Current Issue of TAU-USA is now on the web 

https://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/tau_newarticles.html. 
 

This notice is sent to those professed members who have asked not to receive the mailed TAU-USA 

issue and to those who do not qualify for a free mailed issue but would like to know when it is 

available.  If your situation has changed and you qualify for a mailed copy and would like to have it 

mailed, please send a note to me at the email address below. 

--  

Bob Herbelin, OFS                                      rherbelin@gmail.com  

NAFRA Database Administrator                951-282-3857  Home/Office  

 St. Francis Region Vice Minister                 951-440-1941  Cell 

Father Jim  Chelich 
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We had the privilege of meeting Kaylee Bueche at our 

March meeting and hearing her wonderful witness of 

how she lives her faith on a non-religious college 

campus.  Kaylee has joined the St. Mary’s Campus 

Catholic Parish and draws strength from that 

community of believers.  Please pray for Kaylee and 

those of her community with their Pastor going on 

retreat to Italy (and to our beloved Assisi) from April 

20 to May 2. 

If you would like to contribute to 

Kaylee’s expenses for her pilgrimage 

you can send your donation to: 

Kaylee Bueche 

c/o Christ Bueche, OFS 

94 Chicory St NE 

Comstock Park  MI  49321 

 ♦ Ongoing: Openings for Hourly Adoration at St. Isidore Chapel (sign up at the Chapel) 

♦ Ongoing: Holy Hour at St. Ann’s home on Sunday nights at 7:00 PM (Adoration, Rosary and Benediction) 

♦ New:  TauStore.com (for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 

Franciscan Vocation Petitions—Evening Prayer 
(Submitted by Marilyn Hawkins) 

Sunday Evening Prayer 

   O God, you have called Franciscans to be a  

   people united in your love, 

   may our witness help bring about justice 

   and peace for all. 

Monday Evening Prayer     
   O God, you sent your disciples to all the world 

   to announce the Kingdom, 

   may all Secular Franciscans be faithful witnesses 

   of your peace. 

Tuesday Evening Prayer: 

   God, you have called us to be people of prayer    

   after the example of Francis and Clare, 

   may our lives of prayer be our source of strength 

   in serving the People of God. 

Wednesday Evening Prayer 

   O God, Francis and Clare were poor and humble,  

   may our living of these virtues encourage others to  

   follow the Franciscan way of following Christ. 

Thursday Evening Prayer 

   O God, Francis saw your love for us in Brother Sun,  

   Sister Moon, and all creation, 

   may his joyful contemplation of your handiwork 

   lead us to a deeper knowledge of you. 

Friday Evening Prayer 

   O God, Jesus taught us by his life to place our lives 

   in your hands, 

   give all Franciscans the courage and love to accept 

   a share in the Paschal Mystery. 

Saturday Evening Prayer 

   O God, help us to listen to your will by walking in 

   the footsteps of your Son, 

   so that guided by the Spirit, our Franciscan lives 

   may call others to holiness and service. 

National Prayer for Vocations 

 to the Secular Franciscan Order 
 

O, Good and Gracious god, God of mercy, 

compassion, generosity and love.  As we live our lives 

today in the model of St. Francis, choosing daily to live 

the Gospel Life, help us to help others hear Your call. 

Help us to help others to recognize their vocation as a 

Secular Franciscan that You have already planted in 

their heart. Help us so that together we all may work to 

bring the Gospel to life.  Amen. 

Marian R. Crosby, SFO, NAFRA Chapter 2010, Scottsdale, AZ 
 

 

 

 
 

Prayer for Living the Call 
 

God of all Good, You have blessed us with the gift of 

Francis and our call to the Franciscan way of Life. But 

we are frail and often lacking in understanding of what 

this truly means to our life. We pray, Good and 

Gracious Lord, that you will guide us in how to live 

our call in our interior life, our Church life, in the 

market place, the work place, and the quiet places of 

our hearts, in Your will, not our own, always in the 

footsteps of Your servant Francis toward Christ, the 

Son, praying to be spirit filled. Amen. 

NAFRA Chapter 2012, Denver, CO 

May you and your family be blessed by all of 

the Liturgies of Holy Week and the immense 

charity of God in the Passion, Death and 

RESURRECTION of Jesus Christ.  Happy 

Easter and may your Easter season be filled 

with Joy and Grace.           Your Executive Council 



 

 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
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You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  

St. Francis’ mission of newness did not end with death.  Those present at his 

funeral services saw his body, adorned with the wounds of Christ, shining with a 

marvelous brightness.   In life, Francis bore in his body the likeness of the 

sufferings of Christ.   In death, his body presaged the glory of the future 

resurrection: The wounds he has, show forth/ Gifts of a newer kind. The power 

of this new life was also manifested in the wonders which occurred through his 

intercession: he shone with the new light of miracles after his death.    St. 

Francis of Assisi shows what can happen when the grace of Easter becomes 

effective in a Christian’s life.  He teaches us that every earthly suffering holds 

the seed of resurrection. (Poor Clare's—Belleville ) 

St. Francis pray for us.   ~   St. Clare pray for us.   ~    St. Pio pray for us. 

Our Lady, Undoer of Knots…. 

Virgin Mary, Mother of fair love, Mother who never refuses to come to the aid of a 

child in need, Mother whose hands never cease to serve your beloved children because 

they are moved by the divine love and immense mercy that exists in your heart, cast 

your compassionate eyes upon me and see the snarl of knots that exist in my life.  You 

know very well how desperate I am, my pain, and how I am bound by these knots. 

Mary, Mother to whom God entrusted the undoing of the knots in the lives of his 

children, I entrust into your hands the ribbon of my life.  No one, not even the Evil 

One himself, can take it away from your precious care. In your hands there is no knot 

that cannot be undone.  Powerful Mother, by your grace and intercessory power with 

Your Son and My Liberator, Jesus, take into your hands today this knot. [Mention your 

request here] I beg you to undo it for the glory of God, once for all. You are my hope. 

 O my Lady, you are the only consolation God gives me, the fortification of my feeble 

strength, the enrichment of my destitution, and, with Christ, the freedom from my 

chains.  Hear my plea.  Keep me, guide me, protect me, o safe refuge!   Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for 

me.  (This is one of Pope Francis’ favorite devotions.  Google Our Lady, Undoer of Knots to find out more 

about this amazing devotion).  


