
 

 

which refused to accept 
becoming an enclosed 
religious order that it 
might continue her 
vision of caring for 
those in need. Join us for 
more.   

As always 
we will meet 
at 7:00 PM 
at St. Thomas the 
Apostle Parish (Lower 
Level) and we will 
follow our meeting with 
our social time, so 
please bring a treat to 
pass. 

Ray Boisvenue will be 
our featured speaker 
doing a presentation on 
St. Angela of Foligno on 

Franciscan Spirituality. 
Our meeting will be at 
St. Thomas at 7:00 PM.  

St. Angela was a 
Christian mystic who 
wrote extensively about 
her mystical revelations. 
She was a Franciscan 
tertiary (former name 
for Secular Franciscan) 
and was known as the 
" M i s t r e s s  o f 
Theologians." 

She was noted not only 
for her spiritual writings, 
but also for founding a 
religious community 

August 27, 2014: Meet St. Angelo of Foligno (through the eyes 
of Ray Boisvenue) 

Our formation topic will 
be on hospitality. 
PLEASE NOTE: while 
we will still meet at St. 
Thomas on September 
30 at 7:00 PM, our 
meeting will be held in 
the Ministry Center 
Community Room (we 

have met there before). 
You can park in the 
same parking lot and 
walk back on the right 
side of the rectory (go 
straight back and look 
for the building with the  
glass front.  You can 
also take Grace street 

(the first street off 
Fulton and park at the 
Ministry Center.  One of 
the Council members 
will be in the regular 
parking lot to direct you 
along your way. 

Bring your usual treat or 
something new and 
we’ll see you there. 
Blessings of Joy. 
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Coming up in September….We’re chang-
ing rooms at St. Thomas 



 

 

Carol, Jeff and Peg made their 
individual professions.  What 
great togetherness we saw, when 
Peg got so emotional and they all 
gathered to support her.  I know 
there were tears in my eyes as 
well. 

And what a turnout we had.  
There were so many of you there 
sharing this time that I was 
amazed and felt such joy and 
pride in my fraternity, my 
Franciscan family.   

As always we had a great 
reception afterwards to celebrate 
with family and friends.  I met a 
friend of Peg who told me she had 
been her friend for over 60 years. 
We give thanks to our Lord for 
these new members who will 

bring great gifts to our 
Franciscan world.  Thank you 
Lord and may we all be 
renewed in our Franciscan call 
to live the Gospel life, going 
from Gospel to life and life to 
Gospel. 

It is at the local level that 
activities have their 
greatest meaning to 
members of the SFO. The 
Local Fraternity Council 
should expend great care 
to provide for thought-
provoking activities and 
programs to  foster 
Franciscan life and to 
d e e p e n  F r a n c i s c a n 
s p i r i t u a l i t y  a m o n g 
fraternity members. 

OFS Statutes,  
Article 18,#9. 

W H A T  A  B E A U T I F U L 
EVENING OF CELEBRATION 
IT WAS! The Lord and Francis 
(and Clare) must have been 
looking with great delight on our 
four newly-professed members, 
Jennifer Bahm. Carol and Jeff 
D i l l s ,  Margu er i t e  (P eg) 
Wegenka. 

The Lord provided a wonderful 
summer evening for this great 
celebration.  We began with 
Mass, celebrated by Fr. Jim 
Chelich. Father Jim challenged 
our four candidates to pray to 
Jesus first in all circumstances so 
that we can be fully present to all 
he sends us and to all we minister 
to in work or family. The 
Profession followed with such joy 
on the faces of all as Jennifer, 
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We’re you there at our Profession in July? 

I wish we would…. 
I hope one day we will…. 
Why are we not….. 
Our Fraternity should be helping…. 
 
Please, you fill in the blanks and let the Council 
know what you are thinking and hoping and 
dreaming.  We want to know your thoughts on 
which service projects we could be doing.  We are 
called to live the Gospel life in service as well as 
prayer.  We have had service projects in the past, 
such as giving baby items to Help Pregnancy Crisis 
Center and cleaning up the highway.  We have 
supported local charities and even charities far away 
(Amazon Relief and Haiti). We support our local 
Catholic Radio Station, Holy Family Radio.  We 
have let ourselves be known through our Bird Seed 

project the last 
two years at 
local church 
communit ies.  
But, are we 
doing enough? 
 
The Executive Council is asking for your ideas.  
Call any one of us (our contact information is on the 
front of the newsletter) and let us know your ideas 
for either a single endeavor or ongoing service 
projects.  We are called to live the Gospel Life in 
the world and we need your ideas on which 
apostolate we could be doing.   
 
...In these fraternities the brothers and sisters, led 
by the Spirit, strive for perfect charity in their own 
secular state...  OFS Rule, Chapter 1, Article 2 

The Executive Council Needs your thoughts, opinions and hopes…. 
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♦ Ongoing: Openings for Hourly Adoration at St. Isidore Chapel (sign up at the Chapel) 
♦ Ongoing: Holy Hour at St. Ann’s home on Sunday nights at 7:00 PM (Adoration, Rosary and Benediction) 
♦ Ongoing:  TauStore.com (for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 
♦ The Tau On-Line:     https://www.nafra-sfo.org/tau-usa/tau_newarticles.html. 

Clair became a light to the whole Church because she followed Jesus with all her 
strength.  Clare came from a family of nobility, Favarone and Ortolana Sciffi in Assisi. 
While still a young girl, Clare showed a great love for prayer and for serving the poor.  
On March 18, 2012 she stole away to the Portiuncula and there exchanged her beautiful 
golden hair for a nuns’ veil and her rich gown for a common dress and cord belt.  She 
was soon joined by her sister Agnes and eventually by her own mother. Clare followed in 
the footsteps of Francis and they shared a great love for Christ, each other and the poor. 
Clare wanted her Order to embrace total poverty and held out that desire against even the 
pope, obtaining her bull of poverty the day before she died. 

Today the Sisters of Saint Clare are found throughout the world.  They live in cloistered 
monasteries and homes, in cities and villages.  There are Poor Clare houses throughout 
36 states in our own country. Did you know that one of our former members, Sr. Jane 
Marie Deland is the Abbess of the sisters in Evansville, IN?  Here in Michigan, in Saginaw, live, Lorrine, Diane, 
Laura and Bernie (who celebrates this year her 75th anniversary).  You cannot have been at a regional fraternity 
and not met Srs. Diane and Laura. They are usually there and they serve as Spiritual Assistants in Saginaw. Take 
some time and send a card to these sisters of St. Clare.  Having lived for over a year in the Monastery of St. Clare 
in Minneapolis, I can assure you these sisters pray constantly for you and the world’s intentions.  It was amazing 
how often they prayed for the Secular Franciscans. I saw miracles happen from their prayer and they continue their 
work and love for all.  Keep them in your prayers or better yet send a card thanking them for all they do in the love 
of Christ and Clare. 

   Sisters of St. Clare                 St. Clare Monastery 
   4875 Shattuck Rd                  6825 Nurrenbern Rd 
   Saginaw MI 48603-2962           Evansville, IN  47712-9106 

 
Helen Crawford (8-6) 
Judith VanderLaan (8-7) 
Shari Boisvenue (8-27) 
Catherine Wilson (8-30) 
 
 
Happy Birthday and many 
blessings to You! 

Birthday Celebrations    Profession Anniversaries 

On August 11, 2014…..we celebrate the Feast of Saint Clare of Assisi 

 
Rose Hickey (8-26) 
Ted Kusmierz (8-26) 
Joanne Dusendang (8-29) 
Mary Ann Swiatlowski (8-29) 
Ron Uzarski (8-29) 
 
May the Lord bless  
You and keep you! 
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You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  

We can learn from Francis...and his love for Our Lady 
 
Holy Virgin Mary, there is none like you among women born in the world. Daughter 
and handmaid of the heavenly Father, the Almighty King. Mother of our Most High 
Lord Jesus Christ!  Spouse of the Holy Spirit!  Pray for us to your most holy Son, 
our Lord and Master.  Hail Holy Lady, most noble Queen Mother of God, Mary ever  
Virgin!  You were chosen by the heavenly Father, who has been pleased to honor 
you with the presence of His most holy Son and Divine Paraclete.  You were 
blessed with the fullness of grace and goodness. Hail, Temple of God, His dwelling-
place, His masterpiece, His handmaid. Hail, Mother of God, I venerate you for the 
holy virtues which, through the grace and light of the Holy Spirit, you bring into 
the hearts of your clients to change them from unfaithful Christians to faithful 
children of God. Amen. 

Heart of Heaven 

Mary was taken up body and soul into Heaven: there is even room in God 
for the body. Heaven is no longer a very remote sphere unknown to us. We 
have a mother in Heaven. And the Mother of God, the Mother of the Son of 
God, is our Mother. He himself has said so.  He made her our Mother when 
he said to the disciple and to all of us: “Behold, your Mother!” We have a 
Mother in Heaven. Heaven is open, heaven has a heart.    

                               Pope Benedict XVI 
Homily on the Solemnity of the Assumption 

August 15, 2005 

On August 15 We Celebrate with the Church the Assumption of Mary into Heaven 


