
 

 

Please Mark Your 

Calendars…. 

There are CHANGES in 

our meetings for  the 

months of November 

and December. 

November Fraternity 

Meeting: 

November 19, 7:00 pm 

December Fraternity 

Meeting 

December 17, 7:00 pm 

Both meetings were 

moved to accommodate 

the holidays. 

Gather with us on 

Wednesday, October 29, 

2014 at 7:00 PM in the 

Lower Level of Saint 

Thomas Church.  Please 

be advised that there is 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n 

Carlton. You can get 

thru but it is slow going. 

You might want to enter 

instead by the drive 

between Holland Home 

and Mercy Respite off 

from Fulton (the gate 

will be open). 

Join us for an evening of 

study, and growth in 

formation, led as always 

by Michelle Bryk. 

We will pray Liturgy of 

the Hours and have our 

u s u a l  s h a r e  o f 

announcements.  Do you 

have an announcement 

you want to share? 

Please bring a treat to 

pass and we will 

continue with social 

time following our 

fraternity time. 

Hope to see you there. 

 

 

Joins us on October 29, 2014 at our next Fraternity 

Gathering ~  

It’s that time of year 

again.  As we remember 

Francis’ love for all 

creatures, we will be 

putting together our bird 

seed packets to give out 

at a local parish near 

Christmas.  We have a 

great deal of fun putting 

these packets together 

and you won’t want to 

miss this evening of fun.   

We will also celebrate 

the Rite of Admission 

for our Caledonia 

Inquirers. 

 

 

S e c u l a r 

Franciscans 

s h o u l d 

always act as a leaven in 

the environment in which 

they live through the 

witness of their fraternity 

love and clear Christian 

Motivations. 

General Constitutions 
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Coming up at our  November 17th 

Gathering... 



 

 

Franciscan hospitality to those 
people in front of us.  Joanne 
Dusendang reminded us that our 
vocation starts with our families 
and they should be the first people 
that we treat with hospitality, not 
the last.  Amy Oatley shared 
about being able to have multiple 
interactions with someone who is 
pro-choice and does not believe in 
God.  She talked about how hard 
it is to put yourself in a place of 
listening in love and being open 
to that person without trying to 
assert yourself in order to leave 
the door open to future 
interactions.  However, when we 
can do that we can open the other 
person's heart to eventually 

inquiring of us what we think/
believe/feel about something 
and that can be an opening to 
really share with someone who 
is more receptive to us, 
because we have intentionally 
been open to them.” 

These evenings of sharing 
W o r d ,  o u r  r u l e ,  o u r 
const i tut ions ,  our own 
struggles bring such beauty  
joy and LIFE to our Fraternity 
gathering.   
 

At our September Fraternity 
gathering, Michelle Bryk our 
Formation Minister led the 
fraternity members on a journey 
of hospitality.  She used Scripture 
passages of Matthew 25: 34-36 
and Hebrews 13: 1-6 to speak on 
hospitality. She also gave an 
overview from Article 13 of The 
Franciscan rule and Articles 18, 
19,  26 and 30 of  the 
Constitutions. 

Michelle said, “There was a lot of 
great sharing.  I challenged 
everyone to continue praying for 
things happening in the world 
(ISIS was coming up a lot), but to 
really focus on reaching out in 
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Were you there…..? 

It began with those members 

attending gathered around a 

roaring fire built by Ray.  We 

prayed together outside and lit our 

candles from the large Candle 

representing Saint Francis as one 
with Christ, the light of the world.  We then 
entered the church and processed to the front where 
we began in candlelight. We did what Francis did 
while preparing to leave this world.   

Three members prayed Psalm 149, one of Francis’ 
favorites. Margo read from the Gospel of John and 
then members, in an interactive homily, told their 
thoughts on what they heard the Lord saying to 
them in the Gospel.  The various testaments were 
beautiful showing the richness of God’s Word and 
how it touches so many in such unique ways. 

As Francis said, “I have found what is mine to do, 
may you find what is yours,” Ray then laid his 
hands on those attending charging them to find 
what was theirs to do. 

Margo gave members “homework,” to go back to 
our fraternity and tell one member how wonderful 
the evening was and personally invite them next 
year. 
 
As always some gathered together in the Lower 
Level to share coffee and stories.  We were 
privileged to have Kathy and Fran from St. Isidore 
Fraternity join our celebration. It was a peaceful 
evening. 

It began with the fire….were you there on October 3rd? 

Saint Francis pray for us! 

“Do not neglect hospitality, 

for through it some have 

unknowingly entertained 

angels.”                Hebrews 13 
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Did you hear about Camilla Sonefeld, our Infirmarian?  She herself now needs our prayers and maybe a card.  She 
had an accident in Virginia (a fall from a horse) and is now facing surgery there.  Her current address (in the hospi-
tal) is: Camilla Sonefeld, OFS, c/o Sentara Leigh Hospital, Room 139 East Wing, 830 Kempsville Rd, Norfolk VA 
23502. (Lets storm the place with prayers and cards). 
A Mass for healing will be held for Camilla at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish at 8:00 AM on Saturday, November 
15, 2014.  Hope you can join us on her behalf. 

We all know that prayer is important, that it consciously connects us to the presence and the power of God. We all know that 

it withdraws us from the noise and commotion going on around us at the moment, brings us to a moment of inner calm and lays 

our mind and heart open to God’s inspiration. We all know that, even if we pray for only three or five minutes, it sets us on a 

whole new footing to engage the day ahead with confidence and energy. We all know that it is particularly important at the 

beginning of each day as it gives focus to the whole day ahead. 

 

But (here are the excuses) we stayed up too late last night and lingered in bed to the last moment. But it is so difficult 

getting the kids going. But the first thing I do (almost compulsively) is check the cell phone to see how many texts I have, turn 

on the TV to provide some background noise to wake me up, check my laptop to see how many emails I have, etc.  

 

As a result every day starts by emerging from sleep into a barrage of noise, distractions and commotion, with virtually no 

personal focus. The day’s agenda is determined by the text messages and e-mails I received, and the morning talk show. No 

time to set priorities, to focus on what matters the most so that it doesn’t get lost in the shuffle. No time to consciously connect 

to God as my source of inspiration and strength. No time to make an inner resolve to be vigilant over  the venial (and 

sometimes mortal) attitudes that have been creeping into my soul and coming to the surface of who I am in my words and 

actions. I am totally set up to react and ill equipped to respond to the people and challenges I will face in the day ahead.     

Excerpt from Father Jim Chelich’s Bulletin Article of October 12, 2014 
 

 

 

Birthdays… 
 

October 4 

    *Terri Mauro   
October 8  

     *Jenn Bahm     
October 11 

     *Elaine McCarthy   
     *Rose Sejat    
October 13   

     *Carol Yskes 
October 14 

     *Carol Dills   
October 16 

     *Sharon Wohlner   
October 18 

     *Jim Flickinger    
October 19 

    *Mark Mann    
October 29 

     *Paul Wojtas   
October 30 

     *Mary Lou Thompson   

Celebrations abound….. 

Profession Anniversaries... 

 

October 3, 1967 

   * Judy VanderLaan 

October 4, 1995 ( At St. Clare) 

   * Blair Laackman 

October 25, 1995 

   * Margo Dean 
   * Verona Dunn 
   * Mary Michalski 
   * Richard Michalski 
   * Char Zuker 

October 27, 1999 

      * Nancy Supran 

October 30, 2002 

   * Marcia Dohm 
   * Rose Sejat 
   * Camilla Sonefeld 
   * Alan Supran 

The local fraternity is to be estab-

lished canonically. It becomes the 

basic unit of the whole Order and a 

visible sign of the Church the Com-

munity of love. This should be the 

privileged place for developing a 

sense of Church and the Franciscan 

vocation and for enlivening the apos-

tolic life of its members 

 Article 22 

Secular Franciscan Rule of Life 



 

 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org.  

Hurry….the deadline is soon! 
 
Calling all Inquirers, Candidates and Newly Professed, Formation Ministers or Formation Team 

Members…. 

 
You are invited to Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity’s Annual Day of Formation on Saturday, November 1, 
2014 at the Saginaw Ministry Center (5802 Weiss St, Saginaw, MI 48603).The fee will be $20 to cover the 
cost of a continental breakfast, lunch and keynote speaker.  Join others from our entire region for a formation 
day of opportunity and gathering.  HURRY—Registration Deadline is: Saturday, October 18, 2014 (a late 
fee of $10 is assessed for registrations received after that date).  Contact: Linda M. Solis, ofs, 413 E. 
Boardman Rd SW, South Boardman MI 49680 or call her at 231-518-0244 to register. 

I recently had a wonderful opportunity to join with Michelle Bryk, Jim Dohm and Terri Mauro in 
interviewing our Caledonia Inquirers as they prepare to move on to their next stage.  What a 
wonderful opportunity to meet such excited Christians who want to continue their journey.  I was 
struck in particular by two things.  One, that each of them mentioned they had been personally 

invited by someone else and secondly that each of them had learned a lot, but knew they had much 

more to learn.  What a great lesson for us all.  We must continue to invite and we must keep our 
hearts open to learning more.  These brothers and sisters are such joy-filled people of faith.  It was a 
privileged day.  Please continue to pray for our brothers and sisters in formation. 

                                                                                                                 Submitted by:  Margo Dean 

A privileged day…. 

As the Father sees in every person the features of his Son, the firstborn of many brothers and sisters, so the Secular 

Franciscans with a gentle and courteous spirit accept all people as a gift and an image of Christ. A sense of community 

will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for 

whom they shall strive to create conditions worthy of people redeemed by Christ.                  Franciscan Rule, Article 13 


