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A-F—Main Dish 

G-O—Desserts 

P-Z—Salad/Side Dish 

Paul—Raspberry Pie 

In addition to the Rite of 

Admission, Michelle 

will lead us in an 

Advent Prayer time. 

We are also taking 

donations of baby items 

for HELP Pregnancy 

Crisis Center. 

 

 

 

Due to the Christmas 

and New Year Holidays 

we are meeting the third 

Wednesday of the 

month, December 17, 

but beginning at 

6:00 PM, as we will 

begin with our potluck 

dinner. We will still be 

in the Lower Level of 

the Church at St. 

Thomas. 

As we were snowed-out 

last month we will this 

month celebrate the Rite 

of Admission for our 
Caledonia Inquirers, 

Julie and Chris Walters, 
Scott and Jan Windy, 
Keith and Sue Southerton, 
Chuck  and  M i cky 
Drollinger, Margo Kiel, 
Karen Kopke, and Laura 
Bouchard. We hope you 
are there to welcome 
these blest individuals 
who have been studying 
and asking questions 
and are ready to enter 
into the Franciscan 
Order as Candidates. 

Please bring your family 
and a dish to pass, with 
the following schedule 
according to your last 

Joins us on December 17, 2014 at our Advent/Christmas 

Fraternity Gathering and Potluck ~ Please note the new date 
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December,  2014 

N E W S L E T T E R  

INFIRMARIAN: Camilla Sonefeld 

Phone: 616-454-8996  Email: camillasonefeld@yahoo.com 

Looking ahead to the New Year….Join us 

on January 28, 2015 

the Gospel in the spirit 

of Saint Francis, 

following Christ in our 

life and our service to 

all brothers and sisters. 

 

Mass begins at 7:00 

PM in the Church at St. 

Thomas. There will be 

some special anniversa-

ries celebrated for those 

who have been professed 

for over 25 years, includ-

ing this year, Joanne 

Dusendang and  Mary 

Ann Switlowski . 
Please bring a treat to 

pass as we will have our 

regular social time fol-

lowing the Mass and pray 

for good weather! 

Father Jim Chelich, will 

Celebrate  the Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass for  

us on Wednesday, January 

28, 2015 for our Annual 

Mass and Renewal of 

Promises.  Professed 

Members will renew the 

promises we made to live 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  



 

 

A BIG THANKS goes out to 

Shari and Becky Boisvenue and 

their friend Mary Witte, who put 

some additional packets together 

just in case we needed more. 

Thanks to Dwayne Betcher, Ray, 

Shari and Becky Boisvenue, 

Michelle Bryk, Margo Dean, 

Jerry and Mary Ann Switlowski, 

and Jeff and Marilyn Hawkins 

for distributing the packets on 

Sunday at Our Lady of Sorrows 

Parish. 

Father Ted Kozlowski of the 

p a r i s h  w a s  m o r e  t h a n 

accommoda t ing  and  the 

parishioners loved receiving the 

packets.  Thanks to all who 

helped.  It is appreciated. 

For those who could not make 

either event, we will have 

some bird seed packets 

available for you at the 

December gathering. 

 

  

L a s t 

m o n t h 

M o t h e r 

N a t u r e 

was not 

going to 

cooperate 

with our plans for our November 

Fraternity gathering.  So we all 

stayed home. 

Several of us braved, however, 

the ice on Saturday morning of 

the same week to compile our 

bird seek packets.  We had fun 

and WE HAD PAUL’S PIE, 

which he could not bring on 

Wednesday, but did bring it on 

Saturday.  Wish you were there. 
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Were you there??? Well no one was actually…  

Words of Wisdom from Pope Francis 

“The best incentive for sharing the gospel comes from 

contemplating it with love, lingering over its pages and reading it 

with the heart. If we approach it in this way, its beauty will amaze 

and constantly excite us. We need to recover a contemplative spirit 

which can help us realize anew that we have been entrusted with a 

treasure that makes us more human and helps us lead a new life. 

There is nothing more precious that we can give to others.” 
 

The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to observe the gospel of our 

Lord Jesus Christ by following the example of St. Francis of Assisi who made 

Christ the inspiration and the center of his life with God and people. Christ, the 

gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, the truth into which the Holy Spirit 

leads us, and the life which he has come to give abundantly. Secular 

Franciscans should devote themselves especially to careful reading of the 

gospel, going from gospel to life and life to gospel. 

             From the Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, Chapter Two, Article 4               

 

Pope Francis 

Christmas Bells Are Ringing 

“May you announce and preach His praise to all nations in such a way that 

praise and thanks may always be given to the all-powerful God by all people 

throughout the world at every hour and whenever bells are rung.” 

Saint Francis of Assisi 

First Letter to the Custodians, 57 
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The Humility of God in the Incarnation 
 

The most high Father made known from heaven through His holy angel Gabriel 

this Word of the Father—so worthy, so holy and glorious—in the womb of the glo-

rious Virgin Mary, from whose womb He received the flesh of our humanity and 

frailty. Though He was rich, He wished, together with the most Blessed Virgin, His 

mother, to choose poverty in the world beyond all else. 

                                                                  Saint Francis of Assisi 

    Later Admonition and Exhortation to the Brothers and Sisters of Penance 

The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to His every word and call. 

She was embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared the protectress 

and advocate of his family. The Secular Franciscans should express their ardent love for her by imitating her 

complete self-giving and by praying earnestly and confidently.                           SFO Rule  Chapter 2, Article 9 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 No Anniversaries this month 

“In the holy love which is God, I beg all my 

brothers (and sisters)...after overcoming every 

impediment and putting aside every care and 

anxiety, to serve, love, honor and adore the Lord 

God with a clean heart and a pure mind in 

whatever way they are best able to do so, for that 

is what He wants above all else. 

Saint Francis of Assisi, The Earlier Rule  

XXII: An Admonition to the Brothers, 80 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about 

your life, what you shall eat or what you shall 

drink, nor about your body, what you will wear. Is 

not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither 

sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more 

value than they? And can any of you by worrying 

add a single hour to your span of life?...so do not 

be worried about tomorrow, for tomorrow will 

bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is 

enough for today.  (Matthew 6: 25-27, 34) 

Setting Aside Cares and Worries—good advice 

for December from Francis and the Lord. 

Cami Mann 12-1 

Ray Boisvenue 12-3 

David VanEck 12-6 

Verona Dunn 12-24 

Virginia Champion 12-31 

Birthday Celebrations in December... 
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Saint Francis was in love with Christ beyond words.  He saw the humility of Christ in the 

child Jesus.  He deeply meditated on Christ’s humility with such fervor that it moved him into 

action in the town of Grecio. Grecio was a small town built on a mountainside overlooking a 

beautiful valley.  You climb many steps to reach Grecio today.  In the chapel is a beautiful 

replication of the nativity all hard-carved from natural wood.  And right before the manager, 

low and behold, you will find Saint Francis as if he was always there.  I was very quiet at 

Grecio.  It was a holy place, a place of meditation.  I looked into the hills just off the chapel 

and the song came to me, For the beauty of the Earth…..and I found my heart singing, Lord 

of all to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise.  Francis was the first to start a live 

nativity and those there, on that very special night, saw him caressing a real child, not a doll 

and the Lord became flesh and dwells among us.  Francis learned the incarnate love of God 

through a child, his mother and a wonderful foster father who opened their hearts to allow the unexpected.  Francis 

followed….and so, I hope do we.  Blessings of a beautiful Christmas…...Margo 

Saint Francis and his love for the Christ Child 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Article 4 

1. The SFO is governed by the universal law of the Church, and by its own: Rule, the 

Constitutions, the Ritual, and the particular statutes. 

2. The Rule establishes the nature, purpose, and spirit of the SFO. 

3. Rule 3 The Constitutions have as their purpose: 

- to apply the Rule; 

- to indicate concretely the conditions for belonging to the SFO, its government, the or-

ganization of life in fraternity, and its seat [8] . 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, but do you know the Constitutions?  


