
 

 

we will have our usual 

social time so please 

bring a dish to pass (for 

any who are not fasting). 

Our Regular Fraternity 

Gathering will take 

place on Wednesday, 

February 25, 7:00 PM at 

Saint Thomas the 

Apostle Parish in the 

Lower Level of the 

Church. 

 

Pope Francis has 

released his Lenten 

Message, “Make your 

hearts firm” (Jas 

5:8)  and we will study 

what he has written. 

 

Michelle Bryk will lead 

us in a review of the 

material which is 

enclosed with this 

newsletter so you can be 

ready to join in the 

discussion. 

 

Come prepared to share 

your thoughts, ideas and 

prayer following your 

r e a d i n g  o f  t h i s 

wond er fu l  Le n t en 

material from our Pope. 

 

As usual we will have 

small group discussion 

followed by large group 

sharing. 

 

Following the meeting 

Join us on February 25, 2015 

for Ongoing Formation with Pope Francis 
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N E W S L E T T E R  
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Upcoming Fraternity Gathering in March pilgrimages to the Holy 

Land.  We are blessed 

that he can come. 

 

As always we will have 

our social time as well 

(for those not fasting). 

 

Looking ahead 

to March , 

mark your 

calendars.  Fr. 

Steve Cron, 

Pastor of Saint 

Joseph the 

Worker Parish in Wyoming 

will be our 

guest speaker. 

 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

Pope Francis 

Fr. Steve will be shar-

ing his insights on St. 

Joseph. He has a great 

devotion to Saint Jo-

seph and has given 

many talks on this sub-

ject.  Fr. Steve is a man 

of peace and does many 

good works for those in 

Cuba and has led  
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MESSAGE  
OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 

FOR LENT 2015 

“Make your hearts firm” (Jas 5:8) 

  

  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Lent is a time of renewal for the whole Church, for each communities and every believer. Above all it is a 

“time of grace” (2 Cor6:2). God does not ask of us anything that he himself has not first given us. “We love 

because he first has loved us” (1 Jn 4:19). He is not aloof from us. Each one of us has a place in his heart. 

He knows us by name, he cares for us and he seeks us out whenever we turn away from him. He is 

interested in each of us; his love does not allow him to be indifferent to what happens to us. Usually, when 

we are healthy and comfortable, we forget about others (something God the Father never does): we are 

unconcerned with their problems, their sufferings and the injustices they endure… Our heart grows cold. As 

long as I am relatively healthy and comfortable, I don’t think about those less well off. Today, this selfish 

attitude of indifference has taken on global proportions, to the extent that we can speak of a globalization of 

indifference. It is a problem which we, as Christians, need to confront. 

 

When the people of God are converted to his love, they find answers to the questions that history continually 

raises. One of the most urgent challenges which I would like to address in this Message is precisely the 

globalization of indifference. 

 

Indifference to our neighbor and to God also represents a real temptation for us Christians. Each year during 

Lent we need to hear once more the voice of the prophets who cry out and trouble our conscience. 

God is not indifferent to our world; he so loves it that he gave his Son for our salvation. In the Incarnation, in 

the earthly life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God, the gate between God and man, between heaven 

and earth, opens once for all. The Church is like the hand holding open this gate, thanks to her proclamation 

of God’s word, her celebration of the sacraments and her witness of the faith which works through love 

(cf. Gal 5:6). But the world tends to withdraw into itself and shut that door through which God comes into 

the world and the world comes to him. Hence the hand, which is the Church, must never be surprised if it is 

rejected, crushed and wounded. 

 

God’s people, then, need this interior renewal, lest we become indifferent and withdraw into ourselves. To 

further this renewal, I would like to propose for our reflection three biblical texts. 

 

1. “If one member suffers, all suffer together” (1 Cor 12:26) – The Church 

 
The love of God breaks through that fatal withdrawal into ourselves which is indifference. The Church offers 
us this love of God by her teaching and especially by her witness. But we can only bear witness to what we 
ourselves have experienced. Christians are those who let God clothe them with goodness and mercy, with 
Christ, so as to become, like Christ, servants of God and others. This is clearly seen in the liturgy of Holy 
Thursday, with its rite of the washing of feet. Peter did not want Jesus to wash his feet, but he came to  
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realize that Jesus does not wish to be just an example of how we should wash one another’s feet. Only those 

who have first allowed Jesus to wash their own feet can then offer this service to others. Only they have “a 

part” with him (Jn 13:8) and thus can serve others. 

Lent is a favorable time for letting Christ serve us so that we in turn may become more like him. This 

happens whenever we hear the word of God and receive the sacraments, especially the Eucharist. There we 

become what we receive: the Body of Christ. In this body there is no room for the indifference which so often 

seems to possess our hearts. For whoever is of Christ, belongs to one body, and in him we cannot be 

indifferent to one another. “If one part suffers, all the parts suffer with it; if one part is honored, all the parts 

share its joy” (1 Cor 12:26). 

The Church is the communio sanctorum not only because of her saints, but also because she is a communion 

in holy things: the love of God revealed to us in Christ and all his gifts. Among these gifts there is also the 

response of those who let themselves be touched by this love. In this communion of saints, in this sharing in 

holy things, no one possesses anything alone, but shares everything with others. And since we are united in 

God, we can do something for those who are far distant, those whom we could never reach on our own, 

because with them and for them, we ask God that all of us may be open to his plan of salvation. 

2. “Where is your brother?” (Gen 4:9) – Parishes and Communities 

All that we have been saying about the universal Church must now be applied to the life of our parishes and 

communities. Do these ecclesial structures enable us to experience being part of one body? A body which 

receives and shares what God wishes to give? A body which acknowledges and cares for its weakest, poorest 

and most insignificant members? Or do we take refuge in a universal love that would embrace the whole 

world, while failing to see the Lazarus sitting before our closed doors (Lk 16:19-31)? 

In order to receive what God gives us and to make it bear abundant fruit, we need to press beyond the 

boundaries of the visible Church in two ways. 

In the first place, by uniting ourselves in prayer with the Church in heaven. The prayers of the Church on 

earth establish a communion of mutual service and goodness which reaches up into the sight of God. 

Together with the saints who have found their fulfilment in God, we form part of that communion in which 

indifference is conquered by love. The Church in heaven is not triumphant because she has turned her back 

on the sufferings of the world and rejoices in splendid isolation. Rather, the saints already joyfully 

contemplate the fact that, through Jesus’ death and resurrection, they have triumphed once and for all over 

indifference, hardness of heart and hatred. Until this victory of love penetrates the whole world, the saints 

continue to accompany us on our pilgrim way. Saint Therese of Lisieux, a Doctor of the Church, expressed 

her conviction that the joy in heaven for the victory of crucified love remains incomplete as long as there is 

still a single man or woman on earth who suffers and cries out in pain: “I trust fully that I shall not remain 

idle in heaven; my desire is to continue to work for the Church and for souls” (Letter 254, July 14, 1897). 

We share in the merits and joy of the saints, even as they share in our struggles and our longing for peace 

and reconciliation. Their joy in the victory of the Risen Christ gives us strength as we strive to overcome our 

indifference and hardness of heart. 

In the second place, every Christian community is called to go out of itself and to be engaged in the life of 

the greater society of which it is a part, especially with the poor and those who are far away. The Church is 

missionary by her very nature; she is not self-enclosed but sent out to every nation and people. 
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We wish a very happy  Celebrating  

 February birthday to…                            Anniversaries for… 
 

Rose Skorka ~ Feb 12                                                     Linda Spencer 2 –21 

 

Gerald Swiatlowski ~ Feb 22                                 Terri Mauro 2 –28 

 

Nancy Supran ~ Feb 24  Congratulations all! 

February Birthdays to Celebrate and Anniversarys to Remember 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Form of Life & Apostolic Activity: Article 9 
 

1. Rule 5  The spirituality of the Secular Franciscan is a plan of life centered on the person and on the following of 

Christ, rather than a detailed program to be put into practice. 

 

2. Rule 4,3 The Secular Franciscan, committed to following the example and the teachings of Christ, must personally 

and assiduously study the Gospel and Sacred Scripture.  The fraternity and its leaders should foster love for the 

word of the Gospel and help the brothers and sisters to know and understand it as it is proclaimed by the Church 

with the assistance of the Spirit. 
 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, but do you know the Constitutions? 


