
 

 

Fr. Steve Cron, Pastor of 

Saint Joseph the Worker 

Parish in Wyoming will 

be our guest speaker. 

 

We will meet at Saint 

Thomas the Apostle 

Parish at 7:00 PM in the 

Lower Level of the 

Church 

 

Fr. Steve will be sharing 

his insights on Saint 

Joseph. He has a great 

devotion to Saint Joseph 

and has given many 

talks on this subject.  Fr. 

Steve is a man of peace 

and does many good 

works for those in Cuba 

and has led pilgrimages 

to the Holy Land.  We 

are blessed that he can 

come. 

 

As always we will have 

our social time as well 

(for those not fasting). 

 

Hope to see you there! 

Join us on March 25, 2015 

to Welcome Father Steve Cron 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 

Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings will have a 

s p e c i a l 

m e e t i n g 

with our 

Provincial 

S p i r i t u a l 

Assistant , 

Fr. Jerome Wolbert, 

OFM (see inside to learn 

more about Fr. Jerome 

and his community). 

Exciting  gatherings to 

come. 

Looking ahead to April 

mark your calendars.  We 

will have a formation 

evening, the content of 

which is to be determined. 

We will meet as usual at St. 

Thomas on April 29 at 7:00 

PM. 

 

May will be our regularly 

scheduled last Wednesday 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

of the month (May 29). 

 

Mark your calendars 

for June 17 for our An-

nual Picnic (this year 

again at Wilcox Park—

right around the corner 

from St. Thomas. 

 

In July (the date will be 

announced soon) we 

We are still looking 

for…. 

What are we looking for 

you might ask? We are 

still looking for your ideas 

as to which apostolate we 

might take up as a Frater-

nity.  Ray mentioned last 

month that he is hoping to 

have volunteers form a 

committee to look at this 

closer.  Is God calling you 

to this committee?  Please 

carefully consider joining 

and sharing your ideas that 

we might help others as 

Francis has taught us, and 

Pope Francis urges us con-

tinually. 
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Justice and Peace in Integrity of Creation (JPIC)  
Submitted by Alan Supran, OFS 

By definition: justice is to be morally right and fair towards ourselves and others. But 

justice should be more that an outward expression. It should be tempered with an attitude of dignity. 

A relationship of: Worth; they have value, they can contribute. Nobility; look on them as a superior. 

Honor; they have past achievements. So dignity is simply respect. Consider the second Great 

Commandment. 

Therefore, justice is a function of righteousness and fairness coupled with an attitude of dignity and 

the virtues of understanding, compassion and mercy. To act with justice or to seek justice for others is 

a Franciscan way, because it is God's way. 

What stirs your blood to lovingly act in the name of someone else? Whatever it is, act on it! Because 

it is God who puts this fire in you. Through you and me, His Will... will be done. 

Thanks, Your Friend in Christ, 

Alan 

Birthdays                Profession Anniversaries 

 

Alvin Matkovich (3-7)                                                        Frank Borgia (3-25) 

Barb Scott (3-8)   Lois Flickinger (3-25) 

Kathleen Rosen (3-12)  Marilyn Hawkins (3-25) 

Mary Lou Harig (3-14)  Mary Lou Thompson (3-25) 

Mary Hentig (3-17)   Paul Wojtas (3-25) 

Barb Czurak (3-23)   Congratulations! 

Jeff Dills (3-26) 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Let’s Celebrate... 

At our last Fraternity Gathering we studied (before we came), 

Pope Francis’ Lenten Message, Make Your Heart’s Firm (Jas 5:8). 

We broke into small groups and answered the question about what 

we gave up for Lent or what we were doing for Lent. Discussion 

followed and the answered questions on Francis’ Lenten message 

were insightful and lively. Pope Francis challenges us to go out-

side of ourselves and resist the indifference that so plagues our 

world.  One of the discussions led to some members wanting to do 

more with our home-bound and infirmed. These discussion always 

bring such life to our Fraternity.  For those not fasting goodies 

abounded but all joined in for our social time.  It was a beautiful 

evening. 

Were you there? 

Pope Francis 
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Meet Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 

our Provincial Spiritual Assistant 

The friars of Assumption BVM Province appreciate your prayers. One of our brothers, Fr Bob 

Konopa, OFM, is preparing to meet Sister Death through advanced brain cancer. Fr Jason 

Welle, OFM, is completing a doctorate in religious studies, concentrating in Islamic studies. Fr 

Laurian Janicki, OFM, recently returned to the Philippines at the age of 77; he will be giving 

retreats to the many Poor Clare communities there. Our brothers at Sacred Heart Church in 

McAllen, TX, were in the news this past year when large groups of minors were being 

processed by immigration authorities in that city and in other places in our country; their 

parish was one of the hospitality centers struggling to accommodate the immediate food and 

shelter needs of these minors.  

 

Holy Dormition Friary in Sybertsville, PA, will have its annual Pilgrimage for Peace on 

Sunday September 13, 2015, the Sunday prior to the feast of the Stigmata of St Francis. The 

OFM friars in this country are discussing how we will restructure our presence here in light of 

geography and declining numbers; our respective provincial commitments historically 

followed ethnic immigration patterns. Sometimes there is a grace in suffering: peace comes 

through the Cross, restructuring can help us to be less possessive and more cooperative in 

some of our ministries. 

Let us continue to pray for Fr. Jerome and his brothers. 

Fr Jerome is the provincial 

spiritual assistant from As-

sumption BVM Province to 

the OFS, pastor of St John 

Byzantine Church in Hazle-

ton, PA, and a food pantry 

case manager at Catholic So-

cial Services. A Michigan na-

tive, Fr Jerome belonged to St 

Joseph OFS Fraternity in Ann 

Arbor before joining the Fran-

ciscan Friars.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Jerome is also heading up 

our Regional Spiritual Assis-

tant Training, a program that 

will continue for the next two 

years.   

 

Fr. will join us on special date 

(to be announced soon) in 

July. 

  

Pray for him as he does for us. 

 
 Featuring:  The Tau Store 
(for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 

Email us now. kyle@taustore.com or go to TauStore.com                

Phone: 989-255-3593 

Monday – Saturday 5-10 p.m. 

Fr. Jerome, OFM 

News about Assumption BVM Province (Fr. Jerome’s Community): 



 

 Page 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join Holy Family Parish in Caledonia (9696 Kraft Ave, Caledonia)  

for this unique and beautiful exhibit. 

 

Exhibit Times:  Thursday, April 2:       5—7 PM  or   9—11 PM 

                          Friday,     April 3: 12:30—3 PM;   4—6:30 PM 

     or   8:00—9 PM. 

        Saturday, April 4:  9:00 AM—Noon 

Shroud Encounter Presentation: Friday, April 3: 6:30—8:00 PM  

Presenter: Russ Breault                                                  

Shroud of Turin Exhibit at Holy Family Catholic Parish in Caledonia 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

Article 10 

 

Rule 10 "Christ, poor and crucified", victor over death and risen, the greatest manifestation of the 

love of God for humanity, is the "book" in which the brothers and sisters, in imitation of Francis, 

learn the purpose and the way of living, loving, and suffering. They discover in Him the value of 

contradictions for the sake of justice and the meaning of the difficulties and the crosses of daily life. 

With Him they can accept the will of the Father even under the most difficult circumstances and live 

the Franciscan spirit of peace, rejecting every doctrine contrary to human dignity . 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, but do you know the Constitutions? 


