
 

 

will have a discussion 

 

We will, as always pray 

Liturgy of the Hours and  

following our meeting, 

have our social time.  

Please bring a treat to 

pass. Hope to see you 

there for this interesting 

topic. 

Join us on Wednesday, 

April 29, 2015 in the 

Lower Level of St. 

Thomas Church at our 

regular time of 7:00 PM. 

This month we will host 

a screening of the Dark 

Side of Chocolate.  We 

will learn of the plight 

of nearly two million 

children toiling in child 

or forced labor in the 

cocoa fields. 

 

Lori Fedewa and Beth 

Price will lead us 

through this telling 

video and awaken our 

awareness to the 

children crying out for 

help. We will see how 

Fair Trade certified 

cocoa is grown under 

standards that prohibit 

the use of forced or 

child labor and mandate 

regular inspections by 

third party certifiers. 

Following the film we 

Join us on April 29, 2015 

for a look into the darker side of chocolate! 

you.  It is such a fun 

evening and everyone 

gets something. I got a 

new wallet last year that 

is still going strong.  

Additional details in 

May. 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 

Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Join us May 27 as we 

continue  as Franciscans 

growing in on-going 

formation.  Michelle and 

Amy Oatley will lead us in 

May. 

Mark your calendars for 

Wednesday, June 17 for 

our Annual Picnic in the 

Park.  Bring your family 

members and join us at   

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

Wilcox Park (just 

around the corner from 

St. Thomas) for an eve-

ning a FUN.   

In case it rains, we have 

rented the club house 

and inclement weather 

will not deter us at all. 

Take time now and 

look for some door 

prizes to bring with Alleluia! 
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“As Franciscans, we are Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC), it’s in our 

DNA. “ 

That phrase was given to us by Carolyn Townes, the  JPIC Animator for 

our National Fraternity (NAFRA).  Marilyn Hawkins, Beth Price and I 

had the pleasure of attending the April Minister’s Meeting in Saginaw 

and spent a day listening to and learning from Carolyn (who was raised 

in New York but resides in South Carolina).  She told us the humorous 

story of her background and history of becoming the National JPIC 

Animator.  She taught us that an animator is one who brings life to issues 

and incites others to take action. She challenged us to “pray” the Rule every day and asked us if we had 

a heart at war or a heart of peace?  She challenged us to get rid of “negative speak,” and embrace active

-nonviolence towards self, others and creation. She noted that others are watching you whether or not 

you are aware. She taught us the JPIC encompasses ALL of the Rule we profess and thus we are JPIC 

(it is in our DNA). In the afternoon ministers (or delegates) from other fraternities shared what they are 

doing to live out Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation.  Watch for the next Regional Newsletter 

which will include the offering of those who are making a difference. When we give baby items to HELP 

in December, we are JPIC. 

               Birthdays               Profession Anniversaries 

∗ Linda Lee Spencer (4-6)   Terry Mauro (4-23)  Amy Oatley (4-25) 

∗ Gloria Heflin-Oates (4-10)  Dwayne Betcher (4-24) Todd Oatley (4-25) 

∗ Peg Wegenka (4-14)   Cami Mann (4-24)  Jim Flickinger (4-27) 

∗ Mary Michalski (4-18)   Mark Mann (4-24)  Alvin Matkovich (4-27) 

∗ Ted Kusmierz (4-19)   Susan Martin (4-24)  Harriet Pilson (4-27) 

∗ Michelle Bryk (4-22)   Thomas Nikkel (4-24) Rose Skorka (4-27) 

∗ Beth Price (4-24)    Barb Scott (4-24)  Jerry Swiatlowski (4-27) 

∗ Patti Reynolds (4-28)   David VanEck (4-24)  

Let’s Celebrate…                                     “A single sunbeam is enough to drive away many shadows.”  
                                                                                                                                                                                 St. Francis of Assisi   

At our last Fraternity Gathering we welcomed Father 

Steve Cron, Pastor of St. Joseph the Worker Parish in 

Wyoming.  We invited Fr. Steve to share his thoughts 

and views on St. Joseph to whom he has a great 

devotion.  Fr. Steve shared his thoughts on St. Joseph 

as a not-so-familiar family man.  He did not fit the 

“mold,” even as presented in the Catholic Catechism, 

yet led  a Holy Family of Jesus and Mary in care and 

protection and love.  Father Steve gave examples from 

his own family, including his two sons and his 

grandchildren  who do not fit “the mold,” but clearly 

know they are family.  He challenged us to look at 

family in new ways.  Thank 

you Fr. Steve for helping us  

think outside the box. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Were you there? 

Fr. Steve 

Cron 
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Our Condolences to Carol Yskes on the death of her sister-in-law, Mary. 
 

St. Francis is…. 
" He is the saint who sings, the saint who laughs, the saint who kisses, who plays the violin by 
bowing a stick on his arm, a dancing angel. He is the saint who joyfully sings to nature, who 
joyfully loves the nature God has created. He does so not as a pantheist, but clearly in all things, 
as a gardener loves each flower in his garden for 
itself. Joy! Joy! It is nothing other than music. He 
hangs from God on a golden thread, swaying back 
and forth with life's joy - the troubadour of God. He is 
inebriated with music and joyful love. Of all the 
saints, he is the poet; all his deeds are spontaneous 
rhymes, his words music! And even more than a 
poetic saint, one would prefer to call him a holy 
poet."  

                                                                                                
by HEINRICH FEDERER 

Yskes, Mary J. 10/10/1939 - 

3/31/2015 Holland Mary J. Yskes, 

age 75, of Holland, was taken home 

by her Lord on Tuesday, March 31, 

2015 following a lengthy illness. 

Mary was a member of Graafschap 

Christian Reformed Church and 

worked as a registration clerk at 

Holland Hospital for 31 years. 

Mary was preceded in death by her 

brother, Larry Kolenbrander and 

brother-in-law, Gerrit Yskes. Mary 

is survived by her husband of 55 

years, Dick Yskes; children, Paul 

and Elaine Yskes of St. Joseph, 

Coralyn and Raymond Elsey of 

Richland, Margaret and Jeffery 

Kooi of Grand Rapids; 13 grand-

children; 6 great grandchildren; in-

laws, David and Janet Yskes of 

Holland, Carol Yskes of Grand-

ville, - Funeral services were at 

Graafschap Christian Reformed 

Church in Holland. Memorial con-

tributions may be made to Holland 

Rescue Mission and My Brother's 

House II.  

 
 Featuring:  The Tau Store 
(for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 

Email us now. kyle@taustore.com or go to TauStore.com                

Phone: 989-255-3593 

Monday – Saturday 5-10 p.m. 

“The deeds you do may be the only sermon some persons will hear today”  

St. Francis of Assisi 

Mary J Yskes 

Some Things...New 
♦ Tau Daily—subscribe at yahoogroups.com  -  Secular Franciscan daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio,   

          Admonitions, and more  

                   

♦ Google Tau Publishing for the latest in Franciscan writings.
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Be sure and see this live Multimedia Drama with a Modern Message of Mercy 

 

Friday, April 24 @ 8:00 PM at Parish of the Holy Spirit (616)-453-6369 

Sunday, April 26 @ 7:30 PM at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church (616) 246-6316 

Wednesday, April 29, 7;30 PM at St. Isidore 

Parish (616) 459-4731 

 

Call for tickets today. 

Admission Varies—Suitable for Ages 13+ 

Visit:  www.DivineMercyDrama.com 

Saint Luke Productions Presents...Faustina: Messenger of Divine Mercy 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
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You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, but do you know the Constitutions? 

Mindful that the Holy Spirit is the source of their vocation and the animator of fraternal life 

and mission, Secular Franciscans should seek to imitate the faithfulness of Francis to His 

inspiration.  They should listen to the exhortation of the Saint to desire above all things 

"the Spirit of God at work within them." 

 

Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful. Enkindle is us the fire of your love, and  

we shall be created and you shall renew the face of the earth. 


