
 

 

Please pray for our 

Regional Elections. 
 

This coming August our 
Regional Fraternity 
Ministers will gather in 
Dewitt, Michigan and 
elect new officers to the 
Executive Council.  Do 
you know someone who 
might have the gifts 
necessary to serve our 
Region?  Please begin to 
pray to the Holy Spirit 
to bring together the best 
leaders possible. Yes, 
that may be you. Think 
and pray on that will 
you? Come Holy Spirit! 

Join us on Wednesday, 
May 27, 2015 in the 
Lower Level of St. 
Thomas Church at our 
regular time of 7:00 
PM. 
 
This month Michelle 
Bryk and Amy Oatley 
will be our ongoing 
formation leaders for 
t h e  t h e m e  o f 

Gratitude. 

 I am grateful for their 
g i f t s  and  the i r 
willingness to share 
them with us. 

As always we will 
pray Liturgy of the 
Hours and follow our 
formation with some 
treats.  Thanks and 
gratitude to all who 
provide us with such 
tasty morsels. Yum! 

 

Join us on May 27, 2015 

for an evening of “Gratitude.” 

Picnic Food List 

  A-F—Desserts 

G-O—Salad/Side Dish 

P-Z—Main Dish 

Paul Wojtas = Pie 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  
   Minister 
    616-301-3770 
Margo Dean, OFS 
   Vice Minister 
    Newsletter Editor 
    616-272-2976 
    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 
Beth Price, OFS 
   Secretary 
    616-915-1757 
Chris Bueche,  OFS 
   Treasurer 
    616-485-9668 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
   Counselor 
    616-791-1279 
Terri Mauro, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-803-5733 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-915-2414 
Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-458-8205 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
    Formation Director 
    616-361-8489 
Alan Supran, OFS  
    JPIC 
    616-8951463 
 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 
   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

He is Risen!         May, 2015 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 
Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Mark your calendars for 
Wednesday, June 17 for 
our Annual Picnic in the 
Park at 7PM.  Bring your 
family members and join 
us at  Wilcox Park (just 
around the corner from St. 
Thomas) for an 
evening  of 
family fun. We 
expect  great 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

sunshine, but in case it 
rains, we have rented 
the club house and in-
clement weather will 
not deter us at all.  
 

Take time now and 
look for some door 
prizes to bring with 
you.  (Please bring a 
dish to pass  

Come Holy Spirit! 
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Let’s Celebrate…                                      

                                                                                                                                                                                  

Last month Beth Price and Lori Fedewa led us 
through a compelling video on the dark side of 
chocolate.  Young children are trafficked into the 
cocoa fields, despite a 2012 Cocoa initiative whereby 
all the large chocolate manufacturers signed an 
agreement not to exploit these children.  It is still 
happening.  We saw one worker who tries to make a 
difference just simply cry as there was no other way to 
express his sadness at the loss of these children.  We 
saw one child who was rescued, but was afraid to go 
home, worried that her family would be angry that she 
was not working. A child can be bought for 230 Euros 

(that equals $261.14 in American Dollars). We were 
encouraged to buy Fair Trade Chocolate at local area 
stores.  Meijer, Forest Hill Foods and Family Fare all 
carry Fair Trade Chocolate.  Fair Trade dealers pay 
fair wages and do not use children. In our discussion 
time, one member mentioned how easy it was to 
purchase a chocolate bar just 
because one is bored in the 
checkout lane of a store.  She and 
all of us are re-thinking what we 
buy and I know I am taking this to 
prayer as well. Please Pray! 

Were you there?                                                                                       God bless the children! 

Global Infusion carries Organic certified, ethically produced, and 
fairly traded chocolates crafted in Michigan and around the world. 
Visit us at 143 Diamond Ave SE, Grand Rapids 49506 or call 616-
776-9720.  Global Infusion also carries, Fair Trade Coffee, Tea, 
Herbs and Spice and other Fair Trade Products. 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by 

the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially 

in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with 

their faith.                                                                                    SFO Rule, Art 15 

Happy Birthday to: 

 

∗ Jim Howard (5-18) 

∗ Julie Walters (5-26) 

∗ Frank Borgia (5-27) 

∗ Margo Dean (5-28) 

∗ Jim Dohm (5-30) 

Profession Anniversary: 

∗ Dorothy Deja (5-20) 

Witnessing to the good yet to come and obligated to ac-

quire purity of heart because of the vocation they have 

embraced, they should set themselves free to love God 

and their brothers and sisters. 

SFO Rule, Article 12 

The Fraternities should bear in mind that they are subject to the 
vigilance of the local Ordinary insofar as they perform their 
apostolic activities within the local churches. Secular Franciscans 
should, therefore, dialogue with their local Ordinaries and follow 
their directions, inasmuch as they are the moderators of the 
ministry of the Word and of the Liturgy and the coordinators of 
the various forms of apostolate in the local Diocesan church [cf. 
Rule, article #656]. Our local Ordinary is Bishop David 
Walkowiak.  Please keep him and all Church leaders in your 
prayers. 

Did you know...according to the National Statutes…. 
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Saint Francis, the Saint 

Saint Anthony's 

Prayer to the Holy Spirit 

Holy Spirit, fire of love, come 
rest over each of us, make our 
tongue ready to confess our sins, 
that in revealing everything and 
concealing nothing, we may 
attain heavenly life to sing 
eternal praise with the angels. 

With your help, you who live and reign through all 
ages. Amen.  Saint Anthony Pray for us! 

Francis  “was not 
reluctant when he 
discerned the time was 
right, to involve himself 
in the affairs of his 
neighbors, and attend to 
their salvation. For his 
safest haven was prayer, 
not prayer of a fleeting 
moment, empty and 
proud, but prayer that 
was prolonged, full of 
devotion, peaceful in 
humility. If he began at 
night, he was barely 
finished at morning. 
Walking, sitting, eating, 
drinking, he was focused 
on prayer. He would 

spend the night alone praying in 
abandoned churches and in 
deserted places where, with the 
protection of divine grace, he 
overcame his soul’s many fears 
and anxieties.” 

The Life of St. Francis by 
Thomas of Celano, Chapter 27 

 
As Jesus was the true worshiper of 

the Father, so let prayer and 

contemplation be the soul of all they 

are and do. 

 Let them participate in the 

sacramental life of the Church, 

above all the Eucharist. Let them 

join in liturgical prayer in one of 

the forms proposed by the Church, 

reliving the mysteries of the life of 

Christ.             SFO Rule, Article 8 

 Featuring:  The Tau Store 
(for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 

Email us now. kyle@taustore.com or go to TauStore.com                
Phone: 989-255-3593 
Monday – Saturday 5-10 p.m. 

Some Things...New 
♦ Tau Daily—subscribe at yahoogroups.com  -  Secular Franciscan daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio,  

     Admonitions, and more  
                   
♦ Google Tau Publishing for the latest in Franciscan writings.

Come Holy Spirit 
Come, oh Holy Spirit! Come, 
power of God and tender 
sweetness of God! Come, you who 
are both motion and Rest! Renew 
our daring, be our Companion so 
that we will not feel lonely in this 
world. Create in us intimacy with God! We do not say 
any longer, as the Prophet said, “Come from the four 
winds,” as though we did not yet know where you 
come from. We say, “Come, Spirit, from the pierced 

side of Christ on the Cross! Come on the breath 

flowing from the lips of the Risen Jesus!” 
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Saint Margaret has been referred to by some as the Mary Magdalene of the 

Franciscan movement.  She was born in Tuscany and lived with a stepmother who 

was so difficult that she moved out.  She lived with a man and bore him a son. One 

day a dog led Margaret into the forest where she found the father of her child 

(Arsenio) murdered.  The crime drove her to a life of penance.  She and her son 

moved to Cortona where her son eventually became a friar.  Margaret became a 

tertiary (Third Order Franciscan) in 1277. She continued in a life of prayer and 

penance. She established a hospital and a congregation of tertiary sisters. She was, 

not unlike Francis, very devoted to the Eucharist and to the passion of Jesus Christ. 

Many came to her for advice and inspiration.  She was canonized in 1728. 

St. Margaret Pray for Us!  St. Francis and St. Clare Pray for Us! 

St. Margaret of Cortona (1247-1297) 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 

 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, but do you know the Constitutions?     Article 16:2 

 

Mary is the model of fruitful and faithful love for the 
entire ecclesial community.  Secular Franciscans and 
their fraternities should seek to live the experience of 
Francis, who made the Virgin the guide of his activity.  
With her, like the disciples at Pentecost, they should 
welcome the Spirit to create a community of love. 

Mary Queen of Apostles, Pray for us. 


