
 

 

with and wish to give 

away. 

Remember to bring 

your own place setting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you there! 

That would be Wilcox 

Park, right around the 

corner from Saint 

Thomas. Be Aware that 

construction is going on 

at the park.  

Members of 

the EC will 

guide you to 

the clubhouse 

which we have rented.  

Park at St. Thomas and 

head to the park and 

we’ll take it from there. 

 
We are hoping for a nice 

sunny evening to eat, 

drink (soft drinks only 

please) and be merry. 

Meats and cheeses will 

be supplied, along with 

bread and pop.  Please 

bring a dish to pass 

based on the following 

order:(see next column). 

 

Please bring your family 

members so we can see 

how everyone has 

grown since last year. 

 

Take a minute or two to 

look around your house 

and see what treasures 

you can bring to give to 

someone else.  Someone 

can hardly wait to get 

what you are finished 

Join us on June 17, 2015 

for our Annual  Picnic in the Park 

PLEASE PRAY 

Please pray for our 

Regional Elections the 

weekend of August 7,8 

& 9 in DeWitt, MI.   

Are you interested in 

serving on the Regional 

Council? Contact Ray 

Boisvenue for more 

information.  Ask the 

Holy Spirit to bring 

forth great leadership. 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  

   Minister 

    616-301-3770 

Margo Dean, OFS 

   Vice Minister 

    Newsletter Editor 

    616-272-2976 

    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 

Beth Price, OFS 

   Secretary 

    616-915-1757 

Chris Bueche,  OFS 

   Treasurer 

    616-485-9668 

Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 

   Counselor 

    616-791-1279 

Terri Mauro, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-803-5733 

Amy Oatley, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-915-2414 

Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-458-8205 

Michelle Bryk, OFS 

    Formation Director 

    616-361-8489 

Alan Supran, OFS  

    JPIC 

    616-8951463 

 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 

   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 

   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  

June, 2015 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 

Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Mark your calendar for our 

upcoming meetings.  You 

don’t want to miss a single 

one. 

July 29 will feature Ray 

Boisvenue posit ively 

speaking on saying YES to 

service. 

August 26 is not yet 

planned, but it will be soon. 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

Our September meeting 

will be a night of For-

mation. 

 

Stay tuned…... 

Picnic Food List 

  A-F—Desserts 

G-O—Salad/Side 

Dish 

P-Z—Main Dish 

Paul Wojtas = Pie 



 

 
Page 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let’s Celebrate…                                      

In May, Michelle Bryk (sorry you were sick Amy) led 

us through a wonderful evening of looking into the 

virtue of gratitude.  Using Article 19 of the Rule 

Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must 

be built up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of 

unity and fraternal harmony through dialogue, 

trusting in the presence of the divine seed in 

everyone and in the transforming power of love and 

pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in every 

circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and 
hope to others., Michelle led us to go deeper in our 

own life of gratitude.  We had a very fun exercise of 

writing down all that we are grateful for.  I kept 

adding to mine as others shared theirs...they just kept 

coming to mind.  We exchanged prayer partners 

(using like colored papers to 

find our partner) and told 

each other why we were 

grateful for them and 

promised to pray for them 

a n d  c h a l l e n g e  t h e m 

throughout the month. (I’m 

praying for your Ray).  I am 

grateful for such an evening.  

Were you there?                                                                                        

A Prayer of Gratitude 
Gracious God, in the busy-ness of my day, I sometimes forget to stop to thank you for all that is good in my 

life. My blessings are many and my heart is filled with gratefulness for the gift of living, for the ability to love 

and be loved, for the opportunity to see the everyday wonders of creation, for sleep and water, for a mind that 

thinks and a body that feels. I thank you too, for those things in my life that are less than I would hope them to 

be. When my heart feels stretched and empty, and pools of tears form in my weary eyes, still I rejoice that you 

are as near to me as my next breath and that in the midst of turbulence, I am growing and learning. In the 

silence of my soul, I thank you most of all for your unconditional and eternal love. Amen 

From  the writings of Joyce Rupp 

Happy Birthday to: 

Mary Ann Swiatlowski (6-1) 

Susan Martin (6-16) 

Scott Windy (6-16) 

Karon Kopke (6-17) 

Camilla Sonefeld (6-17) 

Profession Anniversary: 

Chris Bueche (6-24) 

Helen Crawford (6-24) 

Beth Price (6-24) 

Ray Boisvenue (6-25) 

Shari Boisvenue (6-25) 

                           Patti Reynolds (6-25) 

Our Fraternity brother,  Frank A. Borgia, aged 81, of Grand Rapids, passed away at his 

home surrounded by his family on June 2, 2015. He was preceded in death by his son, 

John Borgia; grandson, Alex; sister, Santina Viventi; and 2 brothers-in-law. Frank is 

survived by his wife of nearly 58 years, Kibby; children, Christina (John) Dykhuis; 

Frank Jr. (Jenny) Borgia; and Thomas (Ellen) Borgia; grandchildren, Shelley (Jason) 

Parsons, John Borgia, Ron (Stacey) Pikaart, Ryan Borgia, Chad Borgia, Tommy Borgia, 

and Joe Borgia; and nine great-grandchildren. Also surviving are his sisters, Camella 

Sciamanna, Teresa Borgia and Erminia Borgia; and many nieces and nephews.  . Frank 

retired as a tool and die maker for GM-36th St. Plant, was a member of 3rd Order of St. 

Francis, UAW #730, Knights of Columbus, Sons of Italy, and was a Eucharistic 

Minister. Services were held at Holy Spirit and our thanks to Jerry Swiatlowski who led our Franciscan 

Prayer Service at the wake.   {Editor’s Note:  Frank, my dad Vernon, Lynn Dubridge and Paul Wojtas were 

professed together.  Frank, Lynn and Vern are now in heaven and probably having great fun.  I remember 

they were like the Four Musketeers that you could not split up no matter how hard you tried. We never really 

minded though, they were great friends.} Rest in Peace, Frank.  You will be missed. 
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The Mission of Amazon Relief is 

Caring for the Poorest of the Poor 

and helping families break out of 

poverty.  They are educating “at-

risk” children and assisting victims 

of leprosy.  None of the money 

donated to Amazon Relief is used 

for administrative costs, but goes 

totally to the poor. 

Many children and families live in 

overcrowded shacks, built on stilts 

over perpetually fermenting 

sewage. There are no roads into 

these areas — only foot traffic over 

precarious docks. And then there’s 

the heat, the humidity, the disease, 

the lack of food and quality 

education that we in American take 

for granted. 

We have all heard the expression 

"Rather than give someone a fish, it 

is better to teach the person how to 

fish." Amazon Relief is doing both 

-- it provides humanitarian aid, and 

it funds educational programs 

designed to break the cycle of 

poverty. And talk about success! 

We educate pre-schoolers and 

100% of them are entering first 

grade at the normal age. We 

educate 7-14 year olds who have 

never before attended school and 

nearly all of them are progressing 

into traditional schools. We educate 

high schoolers and most of them 

are planning for careers or college 

education. We educate adults who 

have never been able to read and 

write and they are finding jobs and 

supporting their families. Thank 

you Jim and Lois Flickinger for 

your tireless efforts on behalf of 

Jesus’ poorest of the poor and 

giving us the means to serve them 

along with you.  May the Lord 

continue to bless your efforts in this 

worthwhile endeavor. 

Featuring:  The Tau Store 
(for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 

Email us now. kyle@taustore.com or go to TauStore.com                

Phone: 989-255-3593 

Monday – Saturday 5-10 p.m. 

Some Things...New 
♦ Tau Daily—subscribe at yahoogroups.com  -  Secular Franciscan daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio,  

     Admonitions, and more  

                   

♦ Google Tau Publishing for the latest in Franciscan writings.

Amazon Relief Editor’s Note: For the next three months I will feature each of our three charities that you donate to 

through your gifts to the fraternity each month. 

 Saint Anthony of Padua, O.F.M. (born Fernando Martins de Bulhões;  (August 15, 

1195 to June 13, 1231), also known as Anthony of Lisbon, was 

a Portuguese Catholic priest and friar of the Franciscan Order. He was born and raised 

by a wealthy family in Lisbon and died in Padua, Italy. Noted by his contemporaries for 

his forceful preaching and expert knowledge of scripture, he was the second-most-

quickly canonized saint after Peter of Verona. He was proclaimed a Doctor of the 

Church on 16 January 1946. He is also the patron saint of finding things or lost people.  

 

A Quote from Saint Anthony:  “When a crystal is touched or struck by the rays of the 

sun, it gives forth brilliant sparks of light. When the man (or woman) of faith is 

touched by the light of God’s grace, he (or she) too must give forth sparks of light in 

his (or her) good words and deeds, and so bring God’s light to others.” 

Saint Anthony, Sermon #274 
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“The month of June is traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, the highest human expression of divine love. In 

the Gospels we find several references to the Heart of Jesus, for example, in the passage where Christ says, “Come unto 

me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 

meek and humble of heart. (Mt 11:28-29)” Then there is the key story of the death of Christ according to John. This 

evangelist in fact testifies to what he saw on Calvary: that a soldier, when Jesus was already dead, pierced his side with a 

spear, and from the wound flowed blood and water (cf. Jn 19.33-34). John recognized in that – apparently random – sign, 

the fulfillment of prophecies: from the heart of Jesus, the Lamb slain on the cross, flow forgiveness and life for all men. 

The Lord is always watching us with mercy, [always] awaits us with mercy. Let us be not afraid to approach him! He has 

a merciful heart! If we show our inner wounds, our sins, He always forgives us. He is pure mercy! Let us never forget 

this: He is pure mercy! Let us go to Jesus!  Let us turn to the Virgin Mary: her immaculate heart – a mother’s heart – has 

shared the “compassion” of God to the full, especially at the hour of the passion and death of Jesus. May Mary help us to 

be meek, humble and compassionate with our brethren.”                                                                                    Pope Francis 

The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary 

Devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary focuses on Mary's love for God and encourages our 

emulating her humility, gratitude, obedience, and adoration. We look to Mary as loving Mother of Jesus Who 

suffered for us; Mary as Mother of the Church; Mary as obedient daughter. We ponder her interior life in each of 

these roles, and ask her intercession for us with her Son, and emulate her as the model of Christian perfection. We 

relate to her as Franciscans knowing Francis’ love for her, his devotion to her and his entrusting our Order to her.  

 
Article 9 of our Rule states: “The Virgin Mary, humble servant of the Lord, was open to His every word and call. 

She was embraced by Francis with indescribable love and declared the protectress and advocate of his family. 

The Secular Franciscans should express their ardent love for her by imitating her complete self-giving and by 
praying earnestly and confidently.” We can go to her with the confidence of Saint Francis. 


