
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Mark your calendar 
for our upcoming 
meeting.  We will be 
in the Lower Level 
of the Church. 
This month will 
f e a t u r e  R a y 
Boisvenue positively 
speaking on saying 
YES to service. 
Ray will lead us 
through an evening 
of Liturgy of the 
Hours, our usual 
m e m b e r 

announcements and 
then a reflection on 
Saying yes.  It is 
easy to watch others 
serve but is the Lord 
calling you? 
Ray promises to 
have some questions 
for us to discuss, 
followed by large 
group sharing.   
Hope to see you 
there and as always 
please bring a treat 
to pass. 

Join us at Saint Thomas on Wednesday, July 29, 
7:00 PM at Saint Thomas the Apostle Church. 
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N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 
Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Mark your calendar for 
o u r  u p c o m i n g 
meetings.  You don’t 
want to miss a single 
one. 
August 26 is not yet 
planned, but it will be 
soon. 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

Our September  
30th meeting will be 
a night of Forma-
tion. 
 
Stay tuned…... 

PLEASE PRAY 

Please pray for our Re-
gional Elections the 
weekend of August 7,8 
& 9 in DeWitt, MI.   

Are you interested in 
serving on the Re-
gional Council? Con-
tact Ray Boisvenue for 
more information.  Ask 
the Holy Spirit to bring 
forth great leadership. 

Several of our mem-
bers have been nomi-
nated and are praying . 
Please pray for them as 
well. 
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Let’s Celebrate…                                      

Were you there?    A picture is worth a thousand words                                                                       
 

Happy Birthday to: 
Chris Bueche (7-15) 
Elaine Kozloski (7-15) 
Marcia Dohm (7-19) 
Amy Oatley (7-21) 
Carol Dills (7-30) 
Joann Dusendang (7-31) 

Profession Anniversary: 
Elaine McCarthy (7-24) 

Kathleen Rosen (7-24) 
Michelle Bryk (7-26) 

Barb Czurak (7-26) 
Gloria Heflin-Oates (7-31) 

Elaine Kozloski (7-31) 
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Featuring:  The Tau Store 
(for all your Franciscan religious good needs) 
Email us now. kyle@taustore.com or go to TauStore.com                
Phone: 989-255-3593 
Monday – Saturday 5-10 p.m. 

For your information 
♦ Tau Daily—subscribe at yahoogroups.com  -  Secular Franciscan daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio,  
     Admonitions, and more  

                   
♦ Google Tau Publishing for the latest in Franciscan writings.  

HELP Pregnancy  
Crisis Center 

Editor’s Note: this is the second in my series featuring each of our three 
charities that you donate to through your gifts to the fraternity each month. 

HELP Pregnancy Crisis Aid, Inc. is a Catholic, non-
profit organization dedicated to helping pregnant 
women carry their babies to term by offering them 
support and alternatives to abortion, regardless of their 
faith, origin or background.  
 
Their goal is to empower pregnant and young mothers 
in a Christ-like manner by: 

• Offering seeds of accurate, LIFE-affirming 
information by ministering the truth about health, 
sex, and pregnancy. 

• Making available vital educational opportunities 
that encourage a safe and healthy pregnancy, as 
well as development of the newborn in the first, 

critical years of life. 

• Addressing the physical, emotional and spiritual 
issues that accompany parenting, through peer 
counseling in a non-judgmental way and with 
assured confidentiality. 

• Assisting with the material support necessary to 
meet the basic needs of mother and child. 

• Connecting mothers who seek information about 
adoption with Christian agencies. 

• Supporting women who struggle with the 
aftermath of abortion by connecting them with 
professional counseling and support groups who 
encourage healing of abortion-related trauma. 

 
Your donations, both at our Annual Christmas 
gathering and through your monthly donation help 
women you might never know, but God cares for 
through you. 

 

Did you know that next March is elections for Our Mother of Sorrows Executive Coun-
cil?  We need good leaders brought forth by the Holy Spirit through your prayers. Please 
consider (in light of Ray’s talk this month) about saying yes if you are nominated.  The 
future of our fraternity depends on you and God (such a team).  Ask the Holy Spirit who is 
best to lead our Fraternity or who you should nominate to serve for the next three years. 

 It is never too early to start praying…. 
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Saint Bonaventure, The Seraphic Doctor—July 15 

Bulletin Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503  

 
 
 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? 

Eight years after his death, Pope Martin IV canonized Saint Bonaventura and he was declared a 
Doctor of the Church in 1588 by Pope Sixtus V. Saint Bonaventure is titled “the Seraphic Doctor,” 
from the fervor of divine love which breathes in his writings. The fruits of Francis' zeal touched 
Bonaventure so much he entered the Franciscans in 1240 and was assigned to the University of 
Paris. He was born in Tuscany and was baptized John.  As a child he was cured by Saint Francis. 
His brilliant academic career was cut short in 1257 when he was elected as Minister General of the 
Order at the young age of 36.  He dedicated his ministry to restoring peace and harmony among 
the friars who were divided into many factions. Among his most famous writings, are the Life of Saint Francis 
(Legenda Major) and the equally brilliant Journey of the Soul to God.  “Bonaventure attributed his knowledge to 
meditation of the cross. Bonaventure’s goal was “wisdom” - knowledge in the light of faith. His various publics—the 
students, friars and Church officials—knew him as a man who fulfilled the Franciscan educations motto: In holiness 
and learning.” “Like Saint Francis, Bonaventure knew that poverty and humility are the natural allies of the gospel.” 

                                          Taken from Day by Day with Followers of Francis and Clare 

 

Saint Bonaventure 

The Holy See has entrusted the pastoral care and spiritual assistance of the Secular Franciscan Order (SFO), because 
it belongs to the same spiritual family, to the Franciscan First Order and Third Order Regular (TOR).  These are the 
"Institutes" who are responsible for the altius moderamen.   Article 1:4 

So What is Altius Moderamen? 
It is a Latin term used in Canon 303 to mean that the friars of the First Order and Third Order Regular are to guaran-
tee the fidelity of the SFO to the Franciscan charism, communion with the Church and union with the Franciscan 
Family, values which represent a vital commitment for the Secular Franciscans. (General Constitutions of the Secular 
Franciscan Order, Article #85.2) and now you know. 


