
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar 

for our upcoming 

meeting.  We will be 

at St. Thomas in the 

Lower Level of the 

Church. 

This month Cami 

Mann and Barb Scott 

will be giving us a 

preview of  our 

Fraternity Day of 

R e f l e c t i o n  o n 

Saturday, October 10, 

2015 at the Franciscan 

Life Process Center in 

Lowell, MI.  The day 

will center on Pope 

F r a n c i s ’  n e w 

encyclical and the 

Papal Bull of the 

Year of Mercy.   

 

We will be giving 

you the details of the 

day at upcoming 

meetings and in 

future newsletters, 

but mark your 

calendars now.  As 

always, please bring 

a treat for our August 

Fraternity meeting.  

See you there! 

Join us at Saint Thomas on Wednesday, August 26, 

7:00 PM at Saint Thomas the Apostle Church. 

PLEASE PRAY 

Please pray for our  

Fraternity Elections 

coming in March, 2016   

Are you interested in 

s e r v i n g  o n  t h e 

Executive Council? Ask 

the Holy Spirit to bring 

forth great leadership 

for our fraternity. 

Watch for information 

coming later this year. 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  

   Minister 

    616-301-3770 

Margo Dean, OFS 

   Vice Minister 

    Newsletter Editor 

    616-272-2976 

    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 

Beth Price, OFS 

   Secretary 

    616-915-1757 

Chris Bueche,  OFS 

   Treasurer 

    616-485-9668 

Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 

   Counselor 

    616-791-1279 

Terri Mauro, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-803-5733 

Amy Oatley, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-915-2414 

Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-458-8205 

Michelle Bryk, OFS 

    Formation Director 

    616-361-8489 

Alan Supran, OFS  

    JPIC 

    616-8951463 

 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 

   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 

   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

August, 2015 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 

Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

**Our September meeting 

will be at Saint Thomas on 

September 30.  Michelle 

will lead us in  an evening 

of formation, which rumor 

has it will be brilliant 

(Michelle says).  You 

won’t want to miss this 

one.  

**October is still in the 

planning stages.   

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

**November will find 

a change.  We will be 

having a Mass for our 

deceased members at 

IHM (with Fr. Troy 

Nevin, ofs) at 6:30 PM, 

on Tuesday, November 

17.  More details will 

be forthcoming on that 

evening as well.  

Exciting times ahead! 

SATURDAY 

OCTOBER 10, 2015 

FRATERNITY DAY 

OF REFLECTION 

FRANCISCAN LIFE 

PROCESS CENTER 

IN LOWEL  

(Details to follow) 
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Let’s Celebrate…                                      

Were you there?     
We certainly had a lively time on looking at the issue of saying YES.  Can you look at a neighbor and say 

YES, without smiling?  We couldn’t do it.  We looked into the Scriptures to see those individuals who said 

YES to God.  The usual ones (Jesus, Mary and Joseph) were mentioned, but some we don’t usually think of 

were also mentioned such as, Ruth saying YES to Naomi. Moses saying YES to God, maybe even reluctantly, 

like Jeremiah. There were Esther, Zachariah, Jonah and Adam and Eve (but to the wrong person).  We then 

looked again into Scripture to find those who served.  Again Jesus, Mary and Joseph were mentioned along 

with Peter’s mother-in-law, Eli, Joseph (serving Egypt), Tabitha, Tobit (burying the dead), Veronica (wiping 

the face of Jesus), the women who followed Jesus and provided for him out of their means.  Ray gave us all a 

picture of a yoke (“take my yoke,” Jesus said), noting it is made for two (Jesus and you) not one.  Say YES 

and Jesus is with you always. Think about saying YES, Ray invited, to serving on the council. Elections are in 

March, 2016. Open to where the Holy Spirit is leading you. 

Happy Birthday to: 

Helen Crawford (8-6) 

Judith VanderLaan (8-7) 

Margo Kiel (8-8) 

Shari Boisvenue (8-27) 

Catherine Wilson (8-30) 

Profession Anniversary: 
Rose Hickey (8-26) 

Ted Kusmierz (8-26) 

Joanne Dusendang (8-29) 

Mary Ann Swiatlowski (8-29) 

Ron Uzarski (8-29) 

 

My Apologies to: Jen Bahm, Carol and Jeff 

Dills, and Peg Wegenka who were professed on 

July 30, 2014 (which I missed last month).  

Sorry one and all. Congratulations! 

David Seitz follows Jim Howard as the New Minister of Divine 

Mercy Regional Fraternity. 
Last weekend (August 7-9), David Seitz was voted to become the new Minister of Divine 

Mercy Regional Fraternity.  Our own Amy Oatley was also elected.  There were few 

nominations in the beginning, but following a prayer service on Saturday, the Holy Spirit 

opened hearts and moved many to vote for a new Executive Council that brought delight to 

all. Below is the new Council.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

 

Minister:  David Seitz, OFS—St. Louis Fraternity, White Lake, MI 

Vice Minister: Jim Graczyk, OFS—Queen of Angels Fraternity, Saginaw, MI 

Secretary: Theresa Brown, OFS—Solanus Casey Fraternity, Roseville, MI 

Treasurer: Fran Walker, OFS—St. Isidore Fraternity, Grand Rapids, MI 

Counselors: Amy Oatley, OFS—Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity, Grand Rapids, MI 

  Jan Kaeding, OFS—Divine Providence Fraternity, Kalamazoo, MI 

  Paul DeWeese, OFS—St. Bonaventure Fraternity, Lansing, MI 

  Annette Dolan, OFS—Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Gaylord, MI 

Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Representative: Amy Oatley, OFS* 

Regional Formation Minister: Michelle Bryk, OFS—Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity, Grand Rapids, MI* 
*Appointed positions 

As you can see, we have many new and excited members to lead us for the next three years.  Please pray for 

them and thanks to our own Jim Howard, Ray Boisvenue and Patti Reynolds who have served us for many 

years in regional work.  May the Holy Spirit bless you all and be your guide. 

 

Start by doing what's necessary; then do 

what's possible; and suddenly you are doing 

the impossible.                       Francis of Assisi 
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Tom Bello, ofs (NAFRA Minister) who has serious cancer and is on an experimental chemotherapy program. 

 1710 Chesterbrook Vale Ct, McLean, VA 22101-3244 

Linda Solis, ofs (Immediate Past Regional Secretary) who also has cancer. Linda has a tough road ahead. 

 17108 Brinson, Riverview, MI  48193  

Holy Family Radio  

 

Editor’s Note: this is the third and final entry in my series featuring each of 

our three charities that you donate to through your gifts to the fraternity each 

month. 

Holy Family Radio is a network of stations licensed by the 

FCC, broadcasting the knowledge, truth and faith of the 

Roman Catholic Church.   Catholics are hungry for good, 

solid Catholic teachings that are true to Christ and His 

Church. The rapid growth of Catholic radio in the past 15 

years and its strong listener support is testimony to 

this.  Many Catholics are returning to the Church, and non-

Catholics are being drawn to parish RCIA programs due to 

what they have learned on Catholic radio. 

Holy Family Radio was inspired by Blessed John Paul 

II’s call for a “New Springtime of Evangelization” and 

his belief that modern media are an essential means of 

achieving it. 

“Using the media correctly and competently can lead to a 

genuine enculturation of the Gospel.”(Ecclesia in America, 

The Church in America, Blessed John Paul II) 

Holy Family Radio was also founded in response to the 

call of the Second Vatican Council encouraging each of 

us to participate in proclaiming the Gospel in every way 

possible, including the use of modern media: 

“On all Christians rests the noble obligation of working to 

bring all men to hear and accept the divine message of 

salvation.” (Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, Vatican 

Council II) 

 

Did you know that next March is elections for Our Mother of Sorrows Executive Coun-

cil?  We need good leaders brought forth by the Holy Spirit through your prayers. Please 

consider (in light of Ray’s talk last month) about saying yes if you are nominated.  The 

future of our fraternity depends on you and God (such a team).  Ask the Holy Spirit who is 

best to lead our Fraternity or who you should nominate to serve for the next three years. 

 It is never too early to start praying…. 

Upcoming Protest at Planned Parenthood in Grand Rapids 

WHAT: A local protest of Planned Parenthood’s harvesting and selling of aborted baby parts 

WHERE: Planned Parenthood—425 Cherry St SE, Grand Rapids MI 49503 

WHEN: Saturday, August 22, 2015 from 9:00 AM—11:00 AM 

CONTACT:   www.protestpp.com or call 773-777-2900 

Please Pray For (or send a card to)... 
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Saint Clare—August 11 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? Article 13 

Our Lord took very good care of Saint Clare and the Poor Sisters of San Damiano. The sisters lived a 

strict cloistered life. Francis assigned friars to a hut close by to collect the little food the sisters needed.  

Sister Pacifica de Guelfutio of Assisi, a nun of the monastery of San Damiano, so said under 

oath…”the life of the above mentioned Clare was full of Miracles. Since there was no more oil in the 

monastery, the blessed mother (Clare) called a friar named Bentevenga, who used to go looking for 

alms, and told him to go looking for oil. He asked to have a jar prepared for him.” “She, Madonna 

Clare, picked up a certain jar, cleaned it with her own hands and put it on a certain little ledge near the 

entrance of the convent.” “Friar Bentevenga went to get that jar, but he was surprised to see that it was 

already full, and thought the sister made a joke of him.” Imagine their holy reactions. Once the monastery was in 

need of everything. They only had one loaf of bread which they had sent half of to the friars.  Clare ordered Sister 

Cecelia to make 50 slices of the rest for the sisters.  After Sr. Cecelia’s arguments, Clare ordered her to do as she 

said. She cut 50 slices from a half of a loaf and they were large slices, enough for all, cut, as witnesses testified, “big 

and good.” The sister’s daily life consisted mainly of prayer and penance, and all this was flavoured with the serenity 

of women who joyfully chose to follow their Lord in poverty.  Saint Clare pray for us! Saint Francis pray for us! 

Saint Clare 

1.  Secular Franciscans, called in earlier times "the brothers and sisters of penance", propose to live in the spirit of 

continual conversion. Some means to cultivate this characteristic of the Franciscan vocation, individually and in fra-

ternity, are: listening to and celebrating the Word of God; review of life; spiritual retreats; the help of a spiritual ad-

viser, and penitential celebrations. They should approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently and participate 

in the communal celebration of it, whether in the fraternity, or with the whole people of God 

2.  In this spirit of conversion, they should live out their love for the renewal of the Church, which should be accom-

panied by personal and communal renewal. The fruits of conversion, which is a response to the love of God, are the 

works of charity in the interactions with the brothers and sisters. 

3.  Traditional among Franciscan penitents, penitential practices such as fasting and abstinence should be known, ap-

preciated, and lived out according to the general guidelines of the Church.  

 


