
 

 

 Si’) they are in.  You 
can pick them up at St. 
Thomas beginning 
Tuesday, September 
15 or we will have 
some available at  the 
September Fraternity 
Meeting. See our 
registration form in 
this newsletter (Page 
5) for additional 
i n f o r ma t i o n  an d 

mailing instructions. 

See you 
at the 

meeting. 

Join us on Wednesday, 
September 30, 7:00 
PM at St. Thomas 
(Lower Level of 

Church).  

This month Michelle 
Bryk will lead us in 
formation of service, 
asking those members 
who have served on 
the Executive Council,  
or on a Regional or 
National Council to 
talk about what it is 
l i k e .  W e  h a v e 
fraternity elections 
next March (2016). 

We want to dispel the 
fear that some have 
about serving on a 

council. 

We will of course pray 
Liturgy of the Hours 
and follow with our 
usual social time, so 
please bring a snack to 

share. 

We have sign up 
sheets available for 
our October Day of 
Reflection (See Page 
5). If you signed up 
for a book (Laudato 

Join us at Saint Thomas on Wednesday, September 

30 @ 7:00 PM at Saint Thomas the Apostle Church. 

PLEASE PRAY 

Please pray for our  

Fraternity Elections 

coming in March, 2016   

Are you interested in 

s e r v i n g  o n  t h e 

Executive Council? Ask 

the Holy Spirit to bring 

forth great leadership 

for our fraternity. 

Watch for information 

coming later this year. 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  
   Minister 
    616-301-3770 
Margo Dean, OFS 
   Vice Minister 
    Newsletter Editor 
    616-272-2976 
    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 
Beth Price, OFS 
   Secretary 
    616-915-1757 
Chris Bueche,  OFS 
   Treasurer 
    616-485-9668 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
   Counselor 
    616-791-1279 
Terri Mauro, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-803-5733 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-915-2414 
Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-458-8205 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
    Formation Director 
    616-361-8489 
Alan Supran, OFS  
    JPIC 
    616-8951463 
 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 
   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 

September, 2015 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 
Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Our October meeting 
(October 28) will be hosted 
by Amy Oatley, Ray 
Boisvenue and Margo 
Dean sharing a reflection 
on Saint Francis. Each will 
be a different presentation 
on part of Francis’ life. 
There will be time for 
questions and discussion on 
our Seraphic Father. 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

**November will find 

a change.  We will be 
having a Mass for our 
deceased members at 
IHM (with Fr. Troy 
Nevins, ofs) at 6:30 
PM, on Tuesday, 
November 17.  More 
d e t a i l s  w i l l  b e 
forthcoming on that 
evening as well.  
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Let’s Celebrate…                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                  

Were you there?     
Last month we had a most enjoyable fraternity gathering.  We were blessed to have both Barb Scott and Cami 
Mann, give us a little synopsis of what our Day of Reflection could be like.  They gave us some paragraphs 
from Pope Francis’ Encyclical, On Care for Our Common Home, Laudato Si’.  We were given copies of our 
Rule and asked to find the article of the Rule that compared to the paragraph we received.  We then shared 
which article we found and why.  We had large group sharing from the various tables and there was much 
insight into what Pope Francis had written and what we profess to live.  Amazing Grace.  Below is part of one 
of the prayers in Laudato Si’.  The Poor and the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us with your power and 

light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, 

peace, love and beauty. Praise be to you! Amen. 

Happy Birthday to: 

Alan Supran (9-2) 
Chris Walters (9-4) 
Todd Oatley (9-19) 
Mary Lou Harig (9-30) 
Catherine Wilson (9-30) 

Profession Anniversary: 
Mary Hentig (9-15) 
Carol Yskes (9-15) 
James Dohm (9-30) 
Mary Lou Harig (9-30) 
Catherine Wilson (9-30) 

Please pray for our new Regional Ministers 
 
Minister: David Seitz, OFS; Vice Minister: Jim Graczyk, 
OFS; Secretary: Theresa Brown, OFS; Treasurer: Fran 
Walker, OFS  Counselors: Amy Oatley, OFS,  Jan 
Kaeding, OFS, Paul DeWeese, Annette Dolan, OFS . 

Amy Oatley, OFS—JPIC Representative 

Michelle Bryk, OFS—Regional Formation Minister:  
 

Start by doing what's necessary; then do 
what's possible; and suddenly you are 
doing the impossible.                   

Saint Francis of Assisi 

“Gaze upon Him, consider Him, contemplate Him, as 
you desire to imitate Him.” 
 

Saint Clare of Assisi 

St. Clare Fraternity has extended a warm invitation for us to join them. 
They will have a guest speaker on Tuesday, October 13.  Fr. James 
Vanderlaan from Holy Spirit Parish will be speaking on the topic of 
vocations. He will also be sharing some insights into his own journey to 
the priesthood.  The fraternity meets in Room C (hospitality room) at 
St. Anthony Parish, 2510 Richmond St NW, Grand Rapids 49504. 
 

We become what we love...Who we love shapes what we 

become.                                            Saint Clare of Assisi 

We have been invited…... 
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Tom Bello, ofs (NAFRA Minister) who has serious cancer and is on an experimental chemotherapy program. 
 1710 Chesterbrook Vale Ct, McLean, VA 22101-3244 
Linda Solis, ofs (Immediate Past Regional Secretary) who also has cancer. Linda has a tough road ahead. 
 17108 Brinson, Riverview, MI  48193  

Please Pray For (or send a card to)... 

From fields to woodlands, riverbeds, and lakesides—and even in 
our own neighborhoods—the beautiful Midwest is rich in 
delicious wild edibles. Herbalist, forager, and urban farmer Lisa 
M. Rose helps you find peppery watercress and delectable nettles 
at a nearby lake in the spring and nutritious burdock roots from 
sunny fields in the fall. Try brewing chai from roasted hickory or 
beech nuts, or capturing the citrus notes of pine needles in a 
lightly fermented, aromatic ale. Savor the delicate snow-pea 
flavor of rampant kudzu greens in the southern part of the region, 
or, in cool-running northern marsh waters, gather nutty wild rice 
for a foraged feast. 
  
With this savvy guide you’ll learn what to look for, when and 
where to look, and how to gather in a responsible way.  

 A book worth reading…. 

 

Join Nancy Supran, OFS (Alan’s sister) at the Circle Rocking “S” 
Children’s Farm (5487 Tuttle Rd, Free Soil, MI 49411) on 
Sunday, Sept 20, beginning at 1:30 PM.  This is no ordinary 
blessing, Nancy says. Full Service and all sizes of animals are 
welcome.  See Nancy’s web site at www.ciclerockingsfarm.org 
for additional information (click on events page).  Her web site 
shows many of the other services offered.  Circle Rocking “S” 
Children's Farm provides animal touch therapy and recreation for 
persons with disabilities. 

Circle Rocking “S” Children’s Farm celebrates their 20th Anniversary of the Blessing of the 
animals...rain or shine... 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your 
creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. Pour out upon us the power 
of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. Fill us with peace, that we may live as 
brothers and sisters, harming no one. O, God of the poor, help us to rescue the 
abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes. Bring healing to our 
lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not 
pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the 
expense of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be 
filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united with 
every creature as we journey toward your infinite light.      Pope Francis from Laudato Si’. 

 



 

 

Renee K. Koepke:  Renee passed away August 27, 2015. Mass of Christian Burial was 
celebrated, Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 11:00 AM at Holy Family Catholic Church, 
Caledonia. Those who wish to make memorial contributions are asked to consider the 
needs of the family. Please visit www.beelergoresfuneral.com to share a memory or to 
leave a condolence message for Renee's family.  
 
If you wish to send a card to Karen, her address is:   Karen Koepke, OFS 
       142 Irving Rd, Unit 5 
       Middleville, MI  49333 
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Eternal rest grant unto her O 
Lord and let perpetual light 

shine upon her. 
May she rest in peace. 

Please pray for Karen Koepke and her family as 

they morn the loss of their daughter, Renee. 

Renee K. Koepke 

...and I give eternal life to them, and they will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of 
My hand.  John 10:28 

From Mary Lou Thomason 
  I am inviting you to a Public Square Rosary Rally. The rally is sponsored by America Needs Fatima. 
We need to turn to God through his mother Mary for her Immaculate Heart to triumph. The rally will be held 
outside in front of Blessed Sacrament School (2233 Diamond Ave NE, Grand Rapids) on October 10th at 
12:00 Noon. Please come by 11:50 to begin promptly at Noon with our program. 
Please dress for weather and bring a chair and your rosary.  Thank you and God 
Bless. Questions?? Call Mary Lou Thomason (616) 363-8710. 
 

From Jim and Lois Flickinger 
 Go bear fruit...Sharing CHRIST. This seven week mission/course gives us the tools and words we need 
to bring Christ and the Good News to our family, friends and community.   
 
DATES, TIMES, LOCATIONS:   Monday evenings from October 12 to November 23 
     6:30—8:00 PM (Refreshments available after 6:00) 
     St. Adalbert’s Parish Hall (654 Davis NW) 
 
COST/REGISTRATION:  FREE! 
     Register by Calling St. Adalbert Parish Office (616) 458-3065 
 
QUESTIONS???:   Call Jim or Lois Flickinger (616) 443-3126 

Some upcoming events….submitted by Fraternity Members 

Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting 
justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. 
Especially in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in 
harmony with their faith.  

Rule of the Secular Franciscan Order, Chapter 2, Article 15 
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Come away by yourselves to an out of the 
way place and rest awhile. Mark 6:31 

 
 

What:  A Day of Reflection 
When:  Saturday, October 10, 2015 
Where: Franciscan Life Process Center 
 11650 Downes St NE, Lowell, MI 49331 
Why: To learn, meditate and be in communion with God, 

mother nature and your fellow Franciscans 
Who:  You 
 
We will attend Morning Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish at 
8:00 AM.  Following Mass we will car pool to the Franciscan 
Life Process Center in Lowell. Our plan is to finish the day by 
3:00 PM in case you want to attend a Saturday Mass at your own 
parish. 

We will study Pope Francis’ Encyclical and lead into his Papal 
Bull on the Year of Mercy. 

The Council Committee is providing a continental breakfast and lunch 
consisting of Sloppy Joes, a vegetarian soup and food donations from you. 
Please bring your own dish (and bowl) and utensils. (See food chart) 

The Executive Council has off-set some of the cost.  We are asking a $15.00 fee which 
includes the book, On Care for Our Common Home Laudato Si’ (as pictured above).  If you 
signed up for the book in advance they will be available for pick up at St. Thomas beginning 
Tuesday, September 15.  Or they will be available (for those attending) at the September  
Fraternity Meeting. 

 

A-F—Salad 

G-O—Drink 

P-Z— Dessert 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Detach this form and return it with  a $15.00 Payment to: 
 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
2067 Pheasant Ave NW 
Grand Rapids MI 49534 
 
Name:___________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I can drive  I will attend Mass but would like to ride with someone    
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Saint Pio of Piatrelcina—September 23 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? Article 14 

Saint Pio, affectionately known before his canonization as Padre Pio, was born in Piatrelcina, Italy. 
When he was only 15 he joined the Capuchin Order and took the name Pio.  On September 20, 1918, 
while making his thanksgiving after Mass, he had a vision of Jesus. When the vision ended, he had the 
stigmata in his hands, feet and side.  Between medical and church authorities, his life was complicated.  
For a while he was prohibited from saying Mass or hearing confession (a decision that was quickly 
reversed). He never complained.  Saint Pio would spend over 10 hours each day hearing confessions 
and blessing the sick.  Saint Pio saw Jesus in all the sick and suffering that came to him.  At his 
recommendation a hospital was built on nearby Mount Gargano, named the House for the Alleviation 
of Suffering. Many have reported cures through his intercession. Saint Pio once said, “The life of a Christian is 
nothing but a perpetual struggle against self; there is no flowering of the soul to the beauty of its perfection except at 
the price of pain.” In one of the largest ceremonies in history, Saint John Paul II canonized Padre Pio of Piatrelcina 
on June 15, 2002.  More than 300,000 attended in blistering heat. Once, Saint John Paul II wrote to Padre Pio asking 
him to pray for a woman with throat cancer.  Within two weeks, she was cured.   Many call him Seraphic Father. 
Saint Pio look out for us in our many struggles and journey home to God. Amen. 

Saint Pio 

1. Aware that God wanted to make of us all a single people and that he made his 
Church the universal sacrament of salvation, the brothers and sisters should 
commit themselves to a faith-inspired reflection on the Church, its mission in 
today's world and the role of the Franciscan laity within it. They should take up 
the challenges and accept the responsibilities that this reflection will lead them 
to discover. 

2. Rule 8 The Eucharist is the center of the life of the Church. Christ unites us to 
himself and to one another as a single body in it. Therefore, the Eucharist 
should be the center of the life of the fraternity. The brothers and sisters should 
participate in the Eucharist as frequently as possible, being mindful of the respect and love shown by Francis, 

 


