
 

 

 To foster communion 

among members… the 

communion continues 

with deceased brothers 

and sisters through 

prayer for them. 

SFO Rule, Chap 3, Art 24 

We will celebrate 
together our loved 
ones who have gone 
before us at  6:30 PM 

at Immaculate Heart 

of Mary Church 

(1935 Plymouth Ave 
SE) for Mass. Fr. 
Troy Nevins, OFS will 
celebrate the Mass and  

join us in our prayer. 

Hope you can be 
there. Because of this 
special Mass we will 
not have a regular 
meeting any other 
time this month.  

Since we are not 
meeting at St. Thomas 
a collection will not be 
taken, but please you 

can give your fair 

share to Chris Bueche 

at the Mass or mail it 

to him: 

Chris Bueche, OFS 

94 Chicory St NE 

Comstock Park, MI 49321 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Saint Thomas on Tuesday, November 17, 

6:30 PM at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church. 

Serve Others 

We will also have our 

Annual Collection for 

Help Pregnancy Crisis 
Center.  Please bring 
baby clothes, diapers 
and other gifts (or $) 
that would help 
mothers to consider an 
alternative to abortion. 

Your help is needed! 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  
   Minister 
    616-301-3770 
Margo Dean, OFS 
   Vice Minister 
    Newsletter Editor 
    616-272-2976 
    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 
Beth Price, OFS 
   Secretary 
    616-915-1757 
Chris Bueche,  OFS 
   Treasurer 
    616-485-9668 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
   Counselor 
    616-791-1279 
Terri Mauro, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-803-5733 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-915-2414 
Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 
    Counselor 
     616-458-8205 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
    Formation Director 
    616-361-8489 
Alan Supran, OFS  
    JPIC 
    616-8951463 
 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 
   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  
 

November, 2015 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 
Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

December 18, 2015 at  

6:00 PM is our Annual 

A d v e n t / C h r i s t m a s 

Gathering at St. 
Thomas. Please invite 
your family members 
and help us  celebrate 
the season of the 
Incarnation.  Please 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

bring a dish to pass 
according  to the 
following list. 
 

  A-H—Salad/Side 

Dish 

I-O—Main Dish 

P-Z—Desserts 

Paul Wojtas = Pie ☺ 
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Let us Celebrate with our Brothers and Sisters                                     

In September we gathered together to talk about serving as a member of the Fraternity Council.  Sometimes 
individuals think, I can’t do this, I do not have education, or experience.  Many of us felt the same, but we said 
yes and trusted that God would lead us.   
 
It was a very wonderful evening listening to former members of the Council, who served as Minister (Jim 
Howard, Rose Hickey and Jim Dohm); Vice Minister (Margo Dean and Marilyn Hawkins); Secretary (Marcia 
Dohm and Margo Dean) and treasurer (Jerry Swiatlowski, Rich Michalski and Michelle Bryk).  Jim Howard 
and Margo also talked about serving on the Regional Level as well.   
 
Margo said the Lord called her in a different way.  She started by simply riding with and helping Joanne 
Dusendang who served as Regional Formation Minister and  Gloria Staley (then Regional Minister) started 
shaking her finger at her saying she had a plan.  Next thing she new she was on the Regional Council in 
charge of prayer at the Regional Level.  From there she went to Secretary. 
 
Jim Howard talked about how much he prayed before accepting the nomination for Regional Minister (which 
he won) but how much more he gained from learning about all the fraternities in the Region, something that 
amazed and humbled him.  Rose Hickey was Minister when Regionalization was coming into its own.  It was 
a very tough time of change that she and her husband Jim gave their very best to aid in the change. 
 
Members were able to ask questions of those who had served and all got to talk about what fears they might 
have.  In all, the members who had served said over and over that God gave them all they needed when the 
time came. We have had great leaders. Is God calling you? Be Not Afraid! 

 
 
November   5 ~ Dorothy Deja  November 12 ~ Dwayne Betcher 
November 10 ~ Harriet Pilson       November 22 ~ Micky Drollinger 
November   9 ~ Rich Michalski                                                      

No Anniversaries this month 

The local fraternity is to be established canonically. It becomes the basic unit of the whole Order and a visible 

sign of the Church the Community of love. This should be the privileged place for developing a sense of 

Church and the Franciscan vocation and for enlivening the apostolic life of its members. 

 Article 22 

Secular Franciscan Rule of Life 

Were you there???? 

On various levels, each fraternity is animated and guided by a council and minister who are elected by the professed according to 

the constitutions.  Their service, which lasts for a definite period, is marked by a ready and willing spirit and is a duty of responsi-

bility to each member and to the community.  Within themselves the fraternities are structured in different ways according to the 

norm of the constitutions, according to the various needs of their members and their regions, and under the guidance of their re-

spective council.                                                                                                                                                   SFO Rule, Chapter 3, 

Saint Francis Gives Thanks 
We thank You for as through Your Son You created us, so through Your holy love with which You loved us You 
brought about His birth as true God and true man by the glorious, ever-virgin, most blessed, holy Mary and You willed 
to redeem us captives through His cross and blood and death. 
 
We thank You for Your Son Himself will come again in the glory of His majesty to send into the eternal fire the wicked 
ones who have not done penance and have not known You and to say to all those who have known You, adored You and 
served You in penance: "Come, you blessed of my Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the beginning of 
the world."  
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You are holy, Lord, the only God, 
and Your deeds are wonderful. 

You are strong. 
You are great. 

You are the Most High. 
You are Almighty. 

You, Holy Father are King of heaven and earth. 
You are Three and One, Lord God, all Good. 

You are Good, all Good, supreme Good, Lord God, living and true. 
You are love. You are wisdom. 

You are humility. You are endurance. 
You are rest. You are peace. 
You are joy and gladness. 

You are justice and moderation. 
You are all our riches, and You suffice for us. 

You are beauty. 
You are gentleness. 

You are our protector. 
You are our guardian and defender. 

You are our courage. You are our haven and our hope. 
You are our faith, our great consolation. 

You are our eternal life, Great and Wonderful Lord, 
God Almighty, Merciful Savior. 

Saint Francis 

 Congratulations to our 

New National Fraternity 

(NAFRA) Ministers 

Minister = Jan Parker OFS 
V. Minister = Mary Bittner OFS 
Secretary = Mattie Ward OFS 
Treasurer = Jerry Rousseau 

OFS 
International Councilor = Mary 

Stronach OFS 
Councilor = Mary Frances 

Charsky OFS 
Councilor = Awilda Guadelupe 

OFS 
Councilor = Joan Geiger OFS 

Bob Brady, ODM 

 

We especially congratulate our own Mary Bittner, former Regional Minister of Divine Mercy Region (bottom 
row, left).  Thanks Mary for leading us again, nationally.  
 

May the Lord bless them and keep them. May He let his face shine upon them and be 

gracious to them.  May the Lord give them peace.   
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Blessed John Duns Scotus, November 8 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? Article 9 

John Duns Scotus has been one of the most influential Franciscans through the centuries, while 
being a very humble man. Born at Duns in the county of Berwick, Scotland, John was descended 
from a wealthy farming family. In later years he was identified as John Duns Scotus to indicate the 
land of his birth; Scotia is the Latin name for Scotland. John received the habit of the Friars Minor at 
Dumfries, where his uncle Elias Duns was superior. After novitiate John studied at Oxford and Paris 
and was ordained in 1291. More studies in Paris followed until 1297, when he returned to lecture at 
Oxford and Cambridge. Four years later he returned to Paris to teach and complete the requirements 
for the doctorate. 

In an age when many people adopted whole systems of thought without qualification, John pointed out the richness of the 
Augustinian-Franciscan tradition, appreciated the wisdom of Aquinas, Aristotle and the Muslim philosophers—and still 
managed to be an independent thinker. Drawing on the work of John Duns Scotus, Pope Pius IX solemnly defined the 
Immaculate Conception of Mary in 1854. John Duns Scotus, the "Subtle Doctor," was beatified in 1993.  

Adapted from American Catholic.org 

Blessed John Duns 
Scotus 

Article 12 

1. Gaining inspiration from the example and the writings of Francis and, above all, filled with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, each day the brothers and sisters faithfully live the great gift which Christ has given: the revelation of the Fa-
ther. They should bear witness to this faith before all: 
 
-- in their family life 
-- in their work 
-- in their joys and sufferings 
-- in their associations with all men and women, brothers and sisters of the same Father 
-- in their presence and participation in the life of society 
-- in their fraternal relationships with all creatures. 
 

 


