
 

 

 go to families who 

have chosen an 

alternative to abortion.   

  A-H—Salad/Side  

I-O—Main Dish 

P-Z—Desserts 

Paul Wojtas = Pie  

Together we will 

celebrate the Lord’s 

Birth.  

We begin the evening 

(NOTE SPECIAL 

EARLY TIME—6:00 

PM) with our Annual 

Christmas Potluck (see 

last column for which 

food to bring), in the 

Lower Level of the 

Church. 

Bring your family 

members and let us 

see how the children/

grandchildren have 

grown in the past year. 

Beth Price will lead us 

in a special prayer 

service after our 

dinner and probably 

we will sing a carol or 

two, so bring your best 

singing voice as well. 

We will again  support 

HELP Pregnancy 

Crisis Center, so 

p l ea se  b r ing  a 

donation (i.e., diapers, 

baby bottles, baby 

clothing, blankets, 

etc).  These donations 

Join us at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish on 

Wednesday, December 30th at 6:00 PM. 

little something to 

pass. 

Remember that in 

March of 2016 we 

have elections (have 

y o u  s e n t  y o u r 

nominations to Chris?) 

He says he has 

received only a few. 

Please pray and mail 

your nomination. 
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Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Save  the  Date , 

January 27, 2016  
for our Annual  Mass 

and  Renewal of our 

Profession.  Father Jim 

Chelich of St. Thomas 

will celebrate Mass for 

us and we will gather 

to remember and 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

recommit  our lives 

to the Lord in our 

promise to live the 

Gospel in the Spirit 

of St. Francis.  After 

the Mass we will 

have refreshments 

in the Lower Level 

so please bring a 

The Year of Mercy 
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"It happened in the third year before his death, that in order to excite the 

inhabitants of Grecio to commemorate the nativity of the Infant Jesus with 

great devotion, [St. Francis] determined to keep it with all possible 

solemnity; and lest he should be accused of lightness or novelty, he asked 

and obtained the permission of the sovereign Pontiff. Then he prepared a 

manger, and brought hay, and an ox and an ass to the place appointed. The 

brethren were summoned, the people ran together, the forest resounded with 

their voices, and that venerable night was made glorious by many and 

brilliant lights and sonorous psalms of praise. The man of God [St. Francis] 

stood before the manger, full of devotion and piety, bathed in tears and radiant with joy; the Holy Gospel was 

chanted by Francis, the Levite of Christ. Then he preached to the people around the nativity of the poor King; 

and being unable to utter His Name for the tenderness of His love, He called Him the Babe of Bethlehem. A 

certain valiant and veracious soldier, Master John of Grecio, who, for the love of Christ, had left the warfare of 

this world, and become a dear friend of this holy man, affirmed that he 

beheld an Infant marvelously beautiful, sleeping in the manger, Whom the 

blessed Father Francis embraced with both his arms, as if he would awake 

Him from sleep. This vision of the devout soldier is credible, not only by 

reason of the sanctity of him that saw it, but by reason of the miracles 

which afterwards confirmed its truth. For the example of Francis, if it be 

considered by the world, is doubtless sufficient to excite all hearts which 

are negligent in the faith of Christ; and the hay of that manger, being 

preserved by the people, miraculously cured all diseases of cattle, and 

many other pestilences; God thus in all things glorifying his servant, and 

witnessing to the great efficacy of his holy prayers by manifest prodigies 

and miracles."  

Let us Celebrate with our Brothers and Sisters!                                     

In November we gathered together (and what a turn out we had) at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish to 

celebrate Mass and honor our deceased members.  After Mass we gathered together near the altar and Beth 

read the names of our deceased.  It was amazing that Ray could join us even as his beloved Shari died days 

before we gathered.  He got a lot of hugs though and was happy to be among his Franciscan Family. 
 

Fr. Troy Nevins (also a Secular Franciscan) mentioned how courageous Eleazar was without having known 

Jesus or the resurrection.  He noted how courageous Zacchaeus was giving so much away after having met 

Jesus and challenged us to give away what we don’t need. 
 

How appropriate that we met on the Feast of St. Elizabeth of Hungary, our Secular Franciscan Patroness. 
 

To foster communion among members… the communion continues with deceased brothers and sisters through 

prayer for them.                                                                                                              SFO Rule, Chap 3, Art 24 

 

 

Cami Mann               12-1  Chuck Drollinger  12-18 

Ray Boisvenue      12-3  Keith Southerton  12-23 

David VanEck     12-6  Verona Dunn      12-24 

Sue Southerton  12-18  Virginia Champion   12-31 

        
No profession anniversaries this month  Happy Birthday to all and to all a good night! 

Were you there???? 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the 

Samaritan woman: 

“If you knew the gift of God!” 

  

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his 

power above all by forgiveness and mercy: 

let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. 

You willed that your ministers would also be clothed in weakness in order that 

they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel sought 

after, loved, and forgiven by God. 

  

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, 

so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, 

and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor, 

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.   

  

We ask this of you, Lord Jesus, through the intercession of Mary, Mother of 

Mercy; you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and 

ever. Amen.                                                                           Pope Francis 

Sharon Lee Boisvenue (Simmons), age 70, of Grand Rapids, went 

to be with the Lord on Saturday, November 14, 2015. Sharon is survived 

by her husband of 45 years, Raymond; her children: Michelle (Steve) 

Boisvenue-Fox, Steven (Rebecca) Boisvenue, Robert Boisvenue, Re-

becca Boisvenue; grandchildren: Emma and Hayden Fox, Emma Lan-

cour-Slaski, Claire, Josephine, Simon, Zelie and Leo; her sister, Barb 

(Terry) Wolf; sisters-in-law, June (Matt) Keller and Gloria Boisvenue 

and brother-in-law, Don (Lottie) Boisvenue; several nieces and nephews. 

She received her Bachelor Degree from Eastern Michigan University and 

a member of the Alpha Sigma Tau. Sharon taught in the Grand Rapids 

area in the Public, Private and Shepherds Flock for Special Needs 

Schools. Sharon fostered for Ten years and adopted two children. She 

was also a Girl Scout Troop Leader and life member. Sharon was a member of St. Thomas the Apostle Church 

and of the Mother of Sorrows Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan Order. Memorial contributions to Our 

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity or the HELP Pregnancy Center will be appreciated.  

 We knew her as Shari, a gentle soul, a wonderful wife, mother and grandmother and never far from a 

book.  Rest in peace, dear sister. 
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                                                            Merry Christmas! 

 

Quotes from Saint Francis and Saint Clare…. 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? Article 10 

Remember, when you leave this earth, you can take with you nothing that you have received, only 

what you have given: a full heart, enriched by honest service , love, sacrifice, and courage.        

Saint Francis 

While proclaiming peace with your lips, be careful to have it even more fully in your heart.       

Saint Francis 

If you have men or women who will exclude any of God’s creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity, you will 

have those who will deal likewise with their fellow human beings.    Saint Francis 

We become what we love.    St. Clare               Who we love shapes what we become.    St. Clare 

If you suffer with Him, you will reign with Him. If you cry with him, you will have joy with Him. If  you die with Him on 

the cross of tribulation, you will possess the eternal dwelling place in the splendor of the Saints  and your name  written in 

the book of life will be glorious among  men and women.   Saint Clare 

Article 10 

Rule 10  "Christ, poor and crucified", victor over death and risen, the greatest 

manifestation of the love of God for humanity, is the "book" in which the 

brothers and sisters, in imitation of Francis, learn the purpose and the way of 

living, loving, and suffering.  They discover in Him the value of 

contradictions for the sake of justice and the meaning of the difficulties and 

the crosses of daily life.  With Him, they can accept the will of the Father 

even under the most difficult circumstances and live the Franciscan spirit of 

peace, rejecting every doctrine contrary to human dignity. 


