
 

 

 We w i l l  mee t 

d o w n s t a i r s 

afterwards to share a 

treat and enjoy each 

other’s company. 

Hope to see you there 

and please pray for 

good weather. 

We begin the new 

year with our Annual 

Mass and Renewal of 

our  Profess ion .  

Father Jim Chelich, 

Pastor of Saint 

Thomas (and a 

Secular Franciscan 

h i m s e l f ) ,  w i l l 

celebrate Mass with 

us as we gather to 

recommit our lives to 

the Lord in our 

promise to live the 

Gospel life in the 

Spirit of Saint 

Francis. Rich and 

Carla Grant will add 

to the Liturgy, 

playing and singing 

for us.  They are 

parishioners at St. 

Thomas and do not 

allow us to give a 

stipend.  Please take 

a moment to say 

thanks to them.   

Join us at Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish on 

Wednesday, January 27 at 7:00 PM in the church. 

March is our Annual 

Elections.  Have you 

sent your nominations 

to Chris or Marilyn?  

Please ask the Holy 

Spirit to guide you, both 

in nominating another 

and/or accepting a 

nomination for yourself 

( s h o u l d  y o u  b e 

nominated by another). 

This is our future…... 

Executive Council 
 

Ray Boisvenue, OFS  

   Minister 

    616-301-3770 

Margo Dean, OFS 

   Vice Minister 

    Newsletter Editor 

    616-272-2976 

    mtdeansfo@gmail.com 

Beth Price, OFS 

   Secretary 

    616-915-1757 

Chris Bueche,  OFS 

   Treasurer 

    616-485-9668 

Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 

   Counselor 

    616-791-1279 

Terri Mauro, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-803-5733 

Amy Oatley, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-915-2414 

Jerry Swiatlowski, OFS 

    Counselor 

     616-458-8205 

Michelle Bryk, OFS 

    Formation Director 

    616-361-8489 

Alan Supran, OFS  

    JPIC 

    616-8951463 

 Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 

   Provincial Spiritual Asst. 

   jeromeofm@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

January, 2016 

N E W S L E T T E R  

ACTING INFIRMARIAN: Virginia Champion, OFS 

Phone: 616-323-4719 Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

S a v e  t h e  D a t e , 

February 24 for our 

n e x t  F r a t e r n i t y 

Gathering.  We are 

working on the speaker 

for the month and 

hopefully will have an 

u p d a t e  b y  o u r 

gathering in January.  

Otherwise trust us to 

Our Mother of  Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of  Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity                  

present a life giving 

evening. 

Elections are in 

March.  Please pray 

for the Holy Spirit 

to lead us to our new 

Fraternity Council. 

The Year of Mercy 

Pray for Our Elections 

in March! 
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Subject:  The Best Sermons are Lived Not Preached 

(Musings submitted by Ray Boisvenue) 

 

♦ Today, I interviewed my grandmother for part of a research paper I’m working on for my Psychology class.  When I asked 

her to define success in her own words, she said, “Success is when you look back at your life and  the memories make you 

smile.” 

♦ Today, I asked my mentor-a very successful business man in his 70s-what  his top 3 tips are for success.  He smiled and 

said, “Read something no one else is reading, think something no one else is thinking, and do something no one else is 

doing.” 

♦ Today, after I watched my dog get run over by a car, I sat on the side of the road holding him and crying.  And just before 

he died, he licked the tears off my face. 

♦ Today at 7AM, I woke up feeling ill, but decided I needed the money, so I went into work.  At 3PM I got laid off.  On my 

drive home I got a flat tire.  When I went into the trunk for the spare, it was flat too. A man in a BMW pulled over, gave 

me a ride.  We chatted, and then he offered me a job.  I start tomorrow. 

♦ Today, as my father, three brothers, and two sisters stood around my mother’s hospital bed, my mother uttered her last 

coherent words before she died.  She simply said, “I feel so loved right now. We should have gotten together like this 

more often. 

♦ Today, I kissed my dad on the forehead as he passed away in a small hospital bed. About 5 seconds after he passed, I 

realized it was the first time I had given him a kiss since I was a little boy. 

♦ Today, in the cutest voice, my 8-year old daughter asked me to start recycling.  I chuckled and asked, “Why?”  She 

replied, “So you can help me save the planet.”  I chuckled again and asked, “And why do you want to save the planet.”  

Because that’s where I keep all my stuff.” She said. 

♦ Today, a boy in a wheelchair saw me desperately struggling on crutches with my broken leg and offered to carry my 

backpack and books for me.  He helped me all the way across campus to my class and as he was leaving he said, “I hope 

you feel better soon.” 

♦ Today, I was feeling down because the results of a biopsy came back malignant.  When I got home, I opened an e-mail 

that said, “Thinking of you today.  If you need me, I’m a phone call away.”  It was from a high school friend I hadn’t seen 

in 10 years. 

♦ Today, I was traveling in Kenya and I met a refugee from Zimbabwe. He said he hadn’t eaten anything in over 3 days and 

looked extremely skinny and unhealthy.  Then my friend offered him the rest of the sandwich he was eating.  The first 

thing the man said was, “We can share it.” 

 

 

Let us Celebrate with our Brothers and Sisters!                                     

In December we had our Annual Christmas Gathering with family members invited.  We had a nice turnout 

with lots of families represented.  It is amazing how children have grown and there are new little ones as well.  

Beth Price did an excellent job in leading us in a prayerful time of reflection, Gospel readings and of course 

Christmas songs (and we are great voice together).  I must admit I was feeling a little down that night until a 

Christmas gift happened that I did not plan on (our God is a God of unexpected gifts).  While singing one of 

the Christmas songs, I happened to glance at Jenn Behm’s son Ryan.  What amazing WONDER was on his 

face as he watched all of us singing.  It was so beautiful….blessed are the pure of heart.  Then I watched Chris 

Bueche’s daughter Clare as she was singing with us on Go Tell It On The Mountain.  Clearly little Clare knew 

that song and put her whole heart and soul into singing with us.  I was so lifted up that my feelings were 

completely changed by the goodness of Christ in those children.  What a fun evening.  I know that HELP 

Pregnancy Crisis Center appreciated all the gifts and thanks Marilyn for delivering them to the Center. 

 

 

We wish a very happy January birthday to... 
 

Blair Laackman (1-2)               Rose Hickey (1-5) 

Marilyn Hawkins (1-19)           Lois Flickinger (1-23) 

Happy Birthday to you…. 

Were you there???? 
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Lord Jesus Christ, 

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, 

and have told us that whoever sees you sees Him. 

Show us your face and we will be saved. 

Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; 

the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; 

made Peter weep after his betrayal, 

and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. 

Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the 

Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!” 

  

“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s mercy. These words might well sum up 

the mystery of the Christian faith. Mercy has become living and visible in Jesus of 

Nazareth, reaching its culmination in him. The Father, “rich in mercy” (Eph 2:4), 

after having revealed his name to Moses as “a God merciful and gracious, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex34:6), has never 

ceased to show, in various ways throughout history, his divine nature. In the “fullness of time” (Gal 4:4), 

when everything had been arranged according to his plan of salvation, he sent his only Son into the world, 

born of the Virgin Mary, to reveal his love for us in a definitive way. Whoever sees Jesus sees the Father 

(cf. Jn 14:9). Jesus of Nazareth, by his words, his actions, and his entire person reveals the mercy of God.” 

“We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. Our 

salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the 

ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart 

of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the 

bridge that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever despite our 

sinfulness.”   
 Taken from the Bull of Indiction of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy 

 

 

 

We have a beautiful opportunity to join in the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity taking place January 18-25. 

PRAY: This does not have to be a big undertaking or something new. As Franciscan, we look to where we are 

already placed and active. Who do you “rub elbows with” on a regular basis? what groups, ministries, your 

neighborhood, community services, in monthly fraternity meeting, maybe an individual who we are currently 

uneasy with because of different views or different faith…? 

PRAY: Holy, spirit, where do you want to lead me toward Christian Unity? Where do YOU want to lead me 

toward deeper unity with YOU, others and within my soul? 

PRAY: Most High and glorious God, enlighten the darkness of my heart and give me true faith, certain hope, 

perfect charity, sense and knowledge, Lord, that I may carry out Your holy and true command. Amen 

GO TO the Vatican  Web Site  for additional information:  http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/

pontifical_councils/chrstuni/weeks-prayer-doc/rc_pc_chrstuni_doc_20150526_week-prayer-2016_en.html. 

Submitted by Amy Oatley, Regional JPIC Representative 

Rule 14:  “Secular Franciscans, together with all people of good will, care called to build a more fraternal and evangelical world so 

that the Kingdom of God may be brought about more effectively. Mindful that anyone “who follows Christ, the perfect man himself,” 

let them exercise their responsibilities competently in the Christian spirit of service.” 

Rule 12 “Witnessing to the good yet to come and obliged to acquire purity of heart because of the vocation they have embraced, they 

should set themselves free to love God and their brothers and sisters.” 
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Brother Juniper ~ January 28 

Bulletin Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

547 Cherry St SE, Apt 5M 

Grand Rapids, MI  49503 
 

 

 

 

You can read the newsletter on line in color at:  http://www.ourmotherofsorrowsofs.org 

You know the Rule, do you know the Constitutions? Article 11 

Most Franciscans are familiar with Saint Francis’s quote, “Would to God, my brothers, I had a whole forest of such 

Junipers.” This follows the story of Juniper taking care of a sick man who had a craving for pig’s feet.  Juniper went 

to a nearby field, caught a pig, cut off his foot and served it to the sick man.  Needless-to-say, the owner was enraged 

and immediately told Francis what Juniper had done.  Juniper saw the error of his ways and apologized, then talked 

the farmer into donating the rest of the pig to the friars. 

Juniper was commanded to quit giving part of his clothing to half naked people he met. Desiring to obey, Juniper 

once told a beggar that he could not give the man his tunic, but he wouldn’t stop him from taking it either.  The friars 

learned not to leave anything around as Juniper would soon give it away as fast as possible. 

It is said that Saint Francis once described this perfect friar by citing “the patience of Brother Juniper, who attained 

the state of perfect patience because he kept the truth of his low estate constantly in mind, whose supreme desire was 

to follow Christ on the way of the cross.” 

Did you know that patience comes from patior meaning to suffer….Juniper did. 

 FROM…. 
Chapter 2: Form of Life and Apostolic Activity 

Title 1: The Form of Life 

Article 11:  

“Mindful that the Holy Spirit is the source of their vocation and the animator of 

fraternal life and mission, secular Franciscans should seek to imitate the 

faithfulness of Francis to His inspiration. They should listen to the exhortation of 

the Saint to desire above all things "the Spirit of God at work within them"   

Come Holy Spirit we need you, come Holy Spirit we pray, come with your strength and your power, come in 

your own gentle way. 

 


