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JPIC Presentation 

By Cami Mann, Fraternity JPIC Representative 

 And Amy Oatley, Regional JPIC Representative 

 

What is JPIC?  JPIC stand for Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation 

What does the JPIC Commission do?  The mission of JPIC is to assist 

the Professed Secular Franciscans as they reflect on their relationship 

with God as manifested in the fruits of conversion in their lives. This 

with special regard to the daily choices made in the areas of justice, 

peace-making and respect for all created things and people; as brothers 

and sisters of penance, bringing life to the Gospel and the Gospel to 

Life. 
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Professions: 

 

Birthdays 
 
Helen Crawford—August 6 
Judith VanderLaan—August 7 
Margo Kiel—August 8 
Catherine Wilson—August 30 
 

Rose Hickey—August 6 
Ted Kusmierz—August 26 
Joanne Dusendang—August 29 
Mary Ann Swiatlowski—August 29 
Ron Uzarski—August 29 

Article 3—The present rule, succeeding “Memoriale 
Propositi” (1221) and the rules approved by the Supreme Pontiffs 
Nicholas IV and Leo XIII, adapts the Secular Franciscan Order to 
the needs and expectations of the Holy Church in the conditions of 
changing times.  Its interpretation belongs to the Holy See and its 
application will be made by the General Constitutions and 
particular statutes. 

 

We are under the guidance of the Holy Church and are at the 
service of its needs whenever and wherever we are called.  Out 

of humility and obedience, we, as a 
fraternity, profess to follow the call of 
Pope Francis.  Next month we will 
look to his writings in the papal 
exhortation, Amoris Laetitia, for 
guidance in our fraternal activities. 

Resting with the Rule 

Please pray daily the St. Francis’ 

Prayer for Peace.  Pax vobiscum. 

 

 

Leaving the Annual Regional Ministers’ Gathering this weekend, I now have a better understanding of how 

the Holy Spirit is working in this world, especially through the Order of Secular Franciscans.  We are not 

only the oldest and largest order, and as Pope Francis puts it, “the best kept secret of the Church,” but we 

are vibrant and growing!  Our Divine Mercy Region is the model region for the Spiritual Assistant 

Formation Program.  We have currently two emerging fraternities in our region.  And we have 2 new 

Spiritual Assistants that are ready for their year of internship.  I am so grateful to be a part of the Church 

that allows Christ to work through it in such a way that can literally bring about the Kingdom of God on 

Earth.  Watch for my report available at the next fraternity gathering for details from both the Spring and 

Annual Ministers’ Gatherings. 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming Feast Days 

St. Junipero Serra  Aug 28 

Canonization of Mother Teresa 

    Sep 4 

Birth of Mary   Sep 8 

Our Lady of Sorrows  Sep 15 

Stigmata of St. Francis  Sep 17 

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 



 

I am so very excited for the opportunity JPIC provides not only for me to grow in my Franciscanism, but 
for all members of the fraternity to do so. I find it most exciting that JPIC ignites a fraternity identity 
renewal - collectively we get asked who we are and, from that answer, what do we want to do.  

We can't go right to the doing without discovery and discernment. To quote Pat Brandwein-Ball, SFO 
National Councilor, Chair of the JPIC Transition Committee, from an article he wrote a few years ago, 
"Formation requires prayer, patience, lively discussion and openness to the guidance of the Holy Spirit." 
We are embarking on the formation aspect of the process. The doing - the apostolate- will not give rise 
until we have done the work of formation. 

JPIC calls the fraternity to a renewal of being and doing. It calls us to really grasp being a fraternity with 
a singular identity rooted in our Franciscan Rule and moving as a unit in the world. 

Again to quote Pat, "We cannot quickly move JPIC into structure. That implies trading one system for 
another, remaining dysfunctional and unsure of our Franciscan culture. If we do not take the time for 
study and pray about our identity, direction, and the secular Franciscan vision we will be no better off 
than we were with our frustrations with the apostolic commission model."  

JPIC Corner by Cami Mann 

Blessing of Animals at Circle Rocking S Children’s Farm 

“Mercy does not just mean being a 

‘good person’ nor is it mere 

sentimentality.  It is the measure of 

our authenticity as disciples of Jesus.” 

~Pope Francis 
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At the last fraternity gathering, we voted to add Circle Rocking S Children’s Farm to our list of 

charities that our fraternity will support.  This organization provides touch therapy and recreation for 

people with disabilities.  It would be wonderful for our fraternity to show not just our monetary 

support, but also our physical support by attending their annual Blessing of Animals.  This event will 

be September 18 at 1:00pm. The address is 5487 Tuttle Rd. Freesoil, MI 49411.  We can talk about 

carpooling at our next fraternity gathering on August 31. 



Newsletter Editor 
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National Prayer for Vocations to the Secular Franciscan Order 

O, Good and Gracious God, God of mercy, compassion, generosity and love,  

As we live our lives today in the model of St. Francis, choosing daily to live the Gospel life, help us to help 

others hear Your call. 

Help us to help others to recognize their vocation as a Secular Franciscan that You have already planted in 

their heart. 

Help us, so that together we all may work to bring the Gospel to life.  Amen! 


