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The Rule in Action 

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation  

is not just something we do,  

it is who we are. 

 

 

 



 

WHY JPIC AROSE IN THE CHURCH 

 
 Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation 

are biblical values. 

 Rooted in the Pastoral Constitution Gaudium 

et Spes  (cf. n. 90) and in the Synod of 

Bishops on Justice in the world (1971).  

 An ecclesial structure  to promote in a 

commitment to these values.  



Spirituality of JPIC 

 The Spirituality of Justice, Peace and Integrity 
of Creation was defined by Pope Paul VI: the 
mission of Justice and Peace is that of 
“keeping the eyes of the Church open, its 
heart sensitive and its hand prepared for the 
work of charity which it is called upon to 
realize in the world.” 

 Like Saint Francis, we are not only called to 
rebuild the church, we are called to be like 
our Incarnate God, who is attentive and 
present to all of life and creation. (JPIC 
Handbook p 6) 

 

 



Spirituality of JPIC  

Mother of Sorrows 

“Because now the question no longer is: How can I best 

develop my spiritual life and share it with others? But 

where do we find the community of faith to which the 

Spirit of God descends and from which God’s message 

of hope and love can be brought as a light into the 

world? Once this question becomes our main concern 

we can no longer separate the spiritual life from life in 

community, belonging to God from belonging to each 

other and seeing Christ from seeing one another.”  
 

(Behold the Beauty of the Lord, H. Nouwen, Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, IN 1987, p 60) 



 

JPIC Mission Statement 

 
To assist the Professed Secular Franciscans as  

they reflect on their relationship with God as  

manifested in the fruits of conversion in their lives.  

This with special regard to the daily choices  

made in the areas of justice, peacemaking and  

respect for all created things and people; 

as brothers and sisters of penance, bringing life to  

the Gospel and the Gospel to Life. 

 

 

 

 



 

Goals of JPIC 

 I. To foster an atmosphere in fraternity, the 

privileged place, where with openness and trust, 

we may share with each other, the manner in 

which our personal conversions are shaping our 

Franciscan lives 



 

Goals of JPIC 

 II. To reinforce the appreciation of the dignity of the 

human person in the choices made in our 

professed lives by responding in charity and 

patience to all we meet and to respond as 

Franciscans to anything which would denigrate 

the dignity of the human person, beginning with 

our own personal communications with one 

another 



 

Goals of JPIC 

 III. To assist in the living out of obedience to the 

common good as intended by God so that the 

professed Secular Franciscan builds up all that is 

good for all of Creation and does nothing which 

would damage the fabric of communal 

interdependence. 



 

Goals of JPIC 

 IV. To strengthen the professed Secular Franciscans’ 

commitment to solidarity with all of Creation 

enabling them to make those choices in life which 

would bring about a more fraternal and 

evangelical world 
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Where Are We Going 



How to Get There 

“We practice a spirituality of social engagement, 

in dialogue with society, the needs of its members, 

especially the suffering and vulnerable. At our 

best, we Franciscans are creative, manifesting the 

creativity of God through our social innovation. 

This may be pastoral, practical, prophetic, or 

some combination of the above. 

Franciscans are not content with understanding 

alone. We want to express our understandings 

through love, through practical action.”  

~ Keith Douglass Warner, OFM 

 
 



Role of JPIC Animator 

“Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in 

promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and 

their courageous initiatives. Especially in the field of public 

life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their 

faith. 

“Mindful that they are bearers of peace which must be built 

up unceasingly, they should seek out ways of unity and 

fraternal harmony through dialogue, trusting in the presence 

of the divine seed in everyone and in the transforming 

power of love and pardon. Messengers of perfect joy in 

every circumstance, they should strive to bring joy and hope 

to others.”  

~ From Articles 15 & 19, OFS Rule 



“The focus of Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation 

is to support the restoration of ‘right relationship’; with 

God, in oneself, between people and with creation.  

“JPIC is about building a more just and harmonious 

world by making a preferential option for the most 

vulnerable in our societies, including the integrity and 

care for creation.  

- Friar Francisco O’Conaire, OFM 



“JPIC is not just something 

we do, it is who we are. It is 

an attitude, a vision that 

influences what we do and 

how we minister.” 

- Friar Francisco O’Conaire, OFM  


