
Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 
December  28 Christmas Celebration   St. Thomas 
January   25  Renewal of Professions   St. Thomas 
February   22  Life and Dignity of the Human Person  St. Thomas 

Acting Infirmarian:   
Virginia Champion, OFS 
Phone:  616-323-4719 
Email:  v.champion@sbcglobal.net 

November, 2016 

Newsletter 

Volume 1, Issue 7 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity 

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering 
 

Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 pm 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
 

Mass with Profession of New Members 
Presider, Father Jim Chelich   
We are looking forward to seeing everyone there for this blessed 
occasion. 

Executive Council 

Barb Scott, OFS 
Minister 
bscott3315@gmail.com 
616-550-5916 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
Vice Minister 
roseysposies@gmail.com 
616-791-1279 
Carol Dills, OFS 
Secretary 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
616-822-7191 
Dwayne Betcher, OFS 
Treasurer 
dbetcher@herrickdl.org 
269-350-9614 

Councilors 
Lori Fedewa, OFS 
wadalaf@gmail.com 
616-458-7966 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
aoatleyofs@gmail.com 
616-915-2414 
Alan Supran, OFS 
ajsupran@yahoo.com 
616-895-1463 
David Van Eck, OFS 
vaneck76@gmail.com 
616-481-4548 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
Formation Minister 
michellebsfo@iserv.net 
616-361-8489 
Cami Mann, OFS 
JPIC Representative 
cmann1897@gmail.com 
616-451-1897 
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
Provincial Spiritual Asst 
jeromeofm@yahoo.com 

Library Resources Reminder 

The DVD of the Q presentation used by Beth Price, OFS, during 
October’s formation session is available to borrow as are other 
fraternity resources.   

Check out cards are attached to resources in the cabinet (Q DVD 
will have one soon) to leave in the file box.  Until the Q DVD has a 
card, we will have a sign out sheet at the gatherings. 



Professions: 

 

Birthdays 
 
Dorothy Deja  November 5 
Dwayne Betcher November 12 
Todd Oatley  November 19 
Micky Drollinger November 22 

Josephine Simon  November 30 

“Appropriate initiatives should be adopted according to the directives of the national statutes, to keep those 
brothers and sisters united to the fraternity who — for valid reasons of health, family, work, or distance — cannot 
actively participate in community life.”  (The General Constitutions of OFS, Article 53.3) 

The first of the Council’s directives is to keep the fraternity united to community life.  After input during fraternity 
gatherings from members regarding changes of status, we realize that there are some in our fraternity that we 
still need to reach out to.   

We are in the process of updating our directory records.  We would like to know if you are in difficulty (health, 
family, work, distance) and cannot actively participate in community life. If you cannot attend the fraternity 
gatherings, maybe we can help with rides or other needs or simply, and most importantly, pray for you. If you 
have been gone for a while, we miss you and want to assist in any way we are able.  

Please contact me. I want make sure that your status is as an excused member for reasons of difficulty and has 
not fallen into the lapsed category.  As an excused member, there are still many ways to participate in community 
life through prayer, tasks at home, etc.  Pax vobiscum. 

 

 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Commemoration of all the    Nov. 26 
Deceased of the Seraphic Order 
Blessed Francis Anthony Fasani,  Nov. 27 
Priest 
James of  the March, Priest   Nov. 28 
All Saints of the Seraphic Order  Nov. 29 
Blessed Mary Frances Schervier  Dec. 15 
Bold denotes OFS  

Taken from Proper Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blesseds 
in the Liturgy of the Hours 

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Special Events 
Orientation will begin in January. If you 
know of someone interested in Franciscan 
Spirituality please contact Michelle Bryk. 
 

MARCH 11 Fraternity Retreat Day at 
Franciscan Life Process Center  

More details to come. Save the Date! 



Below are the names of each candidate to be professed along with a brief quote, in their own words, as 
they reflect  on their formation and profession. 

Laura Bouchard “I feel  the path of the Secular Franciscan Order is for me. I believe that my values and 
actions are what is expected. It would be nice to be a part of this group and to share the journey.”  

Chuck Drollinger “The three years have certainly been a journey of growth. Probably the largest growth 
has been the peace in my heart. The Holy Spirit has really been working on me and all of us.”  

Micky Drollinger “As I look back on my journey it has been very exciting. I see myself  changing within 
and wanting to do my best as a Franciscan, as a Catholic and as a servant of God.” 

Jason George “ I am very excited to bear the concerns, celebrate the joys  and work side-by-side my     
fellow fraternity members. All thanks be to God!”   

Margaret Gessner “I believe I have been called to the Franciscan  life by divine inspiration. The power of 
the Holy Spirit has penetrated my heart for a long time.” 

Margo Kiel “I have prayed long over professing as an OFS. For myself, I long for Jesus, and it appears he 
wants me to follow St. Francis’ way to come closer to him.” 

Karon Kopke “I am striving toward making God my everything.  I really do feel that God is calling me to 
become a Secular Franciscan.”  

Keith Southerton “Being a Secular Franciscan is the same sort of journey [as his marriage to Sue], I don’t 
have all the answers as to what and how I am going to do or be as a Secular Franciscan,  but I know I will 
be a Secular Franciscan until I die.”  

Sue Southerton “I have enjoyed the journey and learning of the Franciscan way, living in the world  but 
staying close to God. The charism of this Order is very natural to me—it was the way of my family…” 

Chris Walters “My love for all people has developed during this time. If one can follow Francis, or even 
[St.] Kolbe for example, by living our total surrender to God, then this continuing trip is well worth it.” 

Julie Walters “St. Francis was totally transformed and on a mission to do to God's will. I would like to be 
part of a fraternity that  follows Francis and his way.” 

Jan Windy  “I feel my three years of formation have saved me! Truly, I do believe this. It is my intention 
to persevere, until I die, to live a Franciscan charism and to be open to what ever it may offer to me.” 

Scott Windy “If I am accepted into fraternity I will keep on working on this and to the best of my ability 
and if the Lord is willing and with the help of my brothers and sisters , I will advance in this life of Francis-
can calling.” 

Saints Francis and Clare, pray for us. 
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Those to be professed on November 30, 2016 



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry November 30  

If you are excused from attending the 
fraternity gatherings and would like to send 
your fair share amount, please make check 
payable to Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 
and send your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up   Clean–Up 

Todd & Amy Oatley Our Mother of 
    Sorrows Council 
    Members 

Excused Absences 

If you are unable to attend the fraternity 
gatherings due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
Michelle Bryk  michellebsfo@iserv.net 


