
Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 
January   25  Renewal of Professions   St. Thomas 
 

February   22  Life and Dignity of the Human Person  St. Thomas 
 

March   26 Laudato Si—Fraternity Apostolate  St. Thomas 
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Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 
A Member of Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity 

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering 
 

Wednesday, December 28, 6:00 pm 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
 

Christmas Party 
Prayer, Potluck and Christmas Carols 
Please bring: A–F Dessert, G–P Salad or Side, R–Z Main Dish  
We are looking forward to seeing you and your family at this event. 

Executive Council 

Barb Scott, OFS 
Minister 
bscott3315@gmail.com 
616-550-5916 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
Vice Minister 
roseysposies@gmail.com 
616-791-1279 
Carol Dills, OFS 
Secretary 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
616-822-7191 
Dwayne Betcher, OFS 
Treasurer 
dbetcher@herrickdl.org 
269-350-9614 

Councilors 
Lori Fedewa, OFS 
wadalaf@gmail.com 
616-458-7966 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
aoatleyofs@gmail.com 
616-915-2414 
Alan Supran, OFS 
ajsupran@yahoo.com 
616-895-1463 
David Van Eck, OFS 
vaneck76@gmail.com 
616-481-4548 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
Formation Minister 
michellebsfo@iserv.net 
616-361-8489 
Cami Mann, OFS 
JPIC Representative 
cmann1897@gmail.com 
616-451-1897 
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
Provincial Spiritual Asst 
jeromeofm@yahoo.com 

Library Resources Reminder 

The DVD of the Q presentations are available to borrow as are 
other fraternity resources.   

Check out cards are attached to resources in the cabinet (Q DVD 
will have one soon) to leave in the file box.  Until the Q DVD has 
a card, we will have a sign out sheet at the gatherings. 

Please let Council members know if you have any resources you 
would like to donate to the library. 



Birthdays: 
 
Cami Mann   December 1   Sue Southerton   December 18 
Ray Boisvenue  December 3   Keith Southerton  December 23 
David VanEck  December 16   Verona Dunn   December 24  
Chuck Drollinger December 18   Virginia Champion  December 31  
 
Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary,  
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or  616.450.1897. 

 

 
As I reflect on the last month, I wish to share some thoughts around our newly professed members. It is easy to 
get discouraged about the faith (or lack thereof) in our country. Story after story in the news, on social media, in 
our families and workplaces show us a worldview of self-absorption and secularism. I believe this is a tactic the 
evil has for chipping away at our Christian hope. Advent gives us a time to focus on our Christian hope and not to 
be discouraged. 

Last month we welcomed in 13 new members who committed themselves to living the Gospel message in a 
particularly Franciscan way.  I love that this profession was done at the beginning of Advent. What a great way to 
affirm our Christian hope that the evil one is not winning and never will! Christ has already won. It is our choice if 
we want to join the winning side or the losing side. Let us join our newly professed members to recommit 
ourselves to living out the Gospel message for the whole world to see. 

Pax vobiscum. 

 

 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 
 

Holy Name of Jesus    Jan. 3  
Blessed Angela of Fologno,   Jan. 7 
Religious 
Blessed Bernard of Corleone, Religious Jan. 12 
Blessed Odoric of Pordenone, Priest  Jan. 14 
Berard, Priest and Companions,   Jan. 16 
Protomartyrs 
Hyacinth of Mariscotti, Virgin  Jan. 30 
 

Bold denotes OFS  
 

Taken from Proper Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blesseds 
in the Liturgy of the Hours 

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Orientation 
Orientation will begin in January. If you know 
of someone interested in Franciscan  
Spirituality please contact Michelle Bryk.  
michellebsfo@iserv.net 



Peace and all good. 

The Franciscan Action Network has created the Francis Pledge to promote a commitment to civil  
discourse. The pledge was widely circulated this past November. It reminds us that we all are a part of 
the civil discourse in our country, whether we are speaking among family and friends, or sharing our 
opinions and ideas through written and social communication mediums.  
 

The tongue is a powerful tool. It can be used to build up those around us or tear them to pieces; it brings 
us together or creates divisions that are difficult to reconcile; it can clearly demonstrate that we are  
people of the Word or people who value our own words.  
 

The Francis Pledge reminds us that what we say and how we say it - has a lasting impact on civil dis-
course. I invite you to reflect on the words of the pledge, pray with them for our country and for each 
other. They may be a powerful reflection to use as an examination of conscience at some point over the 
next month.  
 

The Francis Pledge 
I commit to: 
 

Faciliate a forum for difficult discourse and acknowledge that all dialogue can lead to new insight and 
mutual understanding. 
 

Respect the dignity of all people, especially the dignity of those who hold an opposing view. 
 

Audit myself and utilize terms or a vocabulary of faith to unite or reconcile rather than divide conflicting 
positions. 
 

Neutralize inflamed conversations by presuming that those with whom we differ are acting in good faith. 
 

Collaborate with others and recognize that all human engagement is an opportunity to promote peace. 
 

Identify common ground such as similar values or concerns and utilize this as a foundation to build upon. 
 

Support efforts to clean up the provocative language by calling policymakers to their sense of personal 
integrity. 
 

The first letter of each commitment spells FRANCIS. May we, through the prayers and inspiration of St. 
Francis, be models of charity, generosity, humility, poverty and peace. 
 

To take the pledge or find out more information please visit: 
 franciscanaction.org/francis-pledge-commitment-civility-discourse. 
 
Ss. Francis and Clare, pray for us. 
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JPIC Corner by Cami Mann  



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry December 28  

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   
Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update Set-Up   Clean–Up 

Michelle Bryk  Keith and Sue 

Marilyn Hawkins  Southerton 

Chuck and Micky Drollinger   

**Extra clean-up help needed due to party.** 

Excused Absences 

If you are unable to attend the fraternity 
gatherings due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


