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Executive Council

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering
Wednesday, January 25, 7:00 pm
St. Thomas the Apostle Church

Renewal of Profession
Presider Fr. Jim Chelich
We are looking forward to seeing you there.

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings
February
March
April

22
29
26

Life and Dignity of the Human Person
Laudato Si—Fraternity Apostolate
Rules Constitutions & Apostolate

St. Thomas
St. Thomas
St. Thomas

Library Resources Reminder
The DVD of the Q presentations are available to borrow as are
other fraternity resources.
Check out cards are attached to resources in the cabinet (Q DVD
will have one soon) to leave in the file box. Until the Q DVD has
a card, we will have a sign out sheet at the gatherings.
Please let Council members know if you have any resources you
would like to donate to the library.

Barb Scott, OFS
Minister
bscott3315@gmail.com
616-550-5916
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS
Vice Minister
roseysposies@gmail.com
616-791-1279
Carol Dills, OFS
Secretary
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net
616-822-7191
Dwayne Betcher, OFS
Treasurer
dbetcher@herrickdl.org
269-350-9614
Councilors
Lori Fedewa, OFS
wadalaf@gmail.com
616-458-7966
Amy Oatley, OFS
aoatleyofs@gmail.com
616-915-2414
Alan Supran, OFS
ajsupran@yahoo.com
616-895-1463
David Van Eck, OFS
vaneck76@gmail.com
616-481-4548
Michelle Bryk, OFS
Formation Minister
michellebofs@gmail.com
616-361-8489
Cami Mann, OFS
JPIC Representative
cmann1897@gmail.com
616-450-1897
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM
Provincial Spiritual Asst
jeromeofm@yahoo.com

Celebrating the Milestones
Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings!
Birthdays:
Rose Hickey
Charlotte Zuker

January 5
January 6

Marilyn Hawkins
Lois Flickinger

January 19
January 23

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary,
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897.

Message from the Minister
“It is a praiseworthy custom to celebrate the 25th and the 50th anniversary of profession in the Secular
Franciscan Order, both to congratulate the jubilarians for their fidelity and dedication and also to strengthen the
bonds of fraternal life within the community. ” (Ritual of the Secular Franciscan Order, p. 30)
On January 25, we will be honoring our three silver jubilarians: Jim Dohm, Mary Lou Harig, and Catherine Wilson.
We will also remember in our prayers our golden jubilarian, Judy VanderLaan. We hope all can attend to both
congratulate our jubilarians and strengthen our own fraternal bonds. We will have Mass in the Church followed
by social time downstairs.
Pax et bonum,
Barb Scott, OFS

Save the Date
Spring Retreat MARCH 25
Registration forms will be sent with the
February newsletter. Please note the
change of date from March 11 to March
25.

Orientation
Orientation has begun. If you know of
someone interested in Franciscan
Spirituality please contact Michelle Bryk.
michellebofs@gmail.com

Upcoming Franciscan Feast Days
Joseph of Leonissa, Priest
Peter Baptist Paul Miki, and
Companions
Colette, Religious
Conrad of Piacenza, Hermit

Feb. 4
Feb. 6
Feb. 7
Feb. 19

Bold denotes OFS

Taken from Proper Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blesseds
in the Liturgy of the Hours

Daily Meditations on the Rule
If you are interested in receiving daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio, Admonition and
more, subscribe to the Yahoo Group at :
https://beta.groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/TAU-Daily/info
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JPIC Corner by Cami Mann
Peace and all good,
We are a little over a month away from the season of Lent. Lent is natural time to examine our hearts,
minds and lifestyles; to reflect on where they are aligned with the Gospel, and where they are not.
This Lent offers us a time to examine not only our own suffering, but the suffering of those around us. As
we continue to discern our Apostolate, I invite you to be intentional this Lent in noticing the hardships
and sufferings encountered by your neighbors and local community. In reflecting on and praying for
those you notice to be suffering, perhaps you will be inspired to offer a suggestion as to an Apostolate.
Ss. Francis and Clare, pray for us.
Lenten Season of Peace
Carolyn D. Townes, National JPIC Animator, has created some prayers and reflections called Lenten
Season of Peace. The pdf is also on our website in the JPIC section. I have included the Introduction section below for review.
Introduction: Peace is both an individual and collective experience. We, as Secular Franciscans, have the
ability and the responsibility to promote peace in the world through our thoughts, words, and actions.
We are called to be advocates for those who are suffering, especially from violence. Acts of violence are
not only those that leave physical scars. Emotional and spiritual scars, though unseen to the naked eye,
are more prevalent and far more lasting. This Lenten season, I invite you to pray for an end of the violence that permeates in our world.
As a further challenge, I invite you to begin with the person you spend the most time with. Yes, I mean
YOU and ME! In our every day lives, we are more violent than we realize. How often do we resort to angry words, heated arguments, or a stance of unforgiveness? It is easy to point the finger of blame for all
the violence on “those people” – the school, mall and theater shooters, suicide bombers, gangs, or anyone wielding a weapon of fear and hatred. Yet, as we point the finger of blame, we fail to recognize the
three fingers pointing back at us.
Article 7 of our Holy Rules states: United by their vocation as “brothers and sisters of penance,” and motivated by the dynamic power of the gospel; let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ
by means of that radical interior change which the gospel itself calls “conversion.” Human frailty makes it
necessary that this conversion be carried out daily. Peace happens one person, one prayer, one outstretched hand at a time. Lent is a season of fasting but there is also a time for feasting. During this holy
season, let us think about our call to fast from the overwhelming problems of busyness and feast on mindful and unceasing prayer.
Let us fast from violence and fear and feast on the prayer for peace and compassion.
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Fair Share Update
If you are excused from attending the fraternity
gatherings and would like to send your fair
share amount, please make check payable to
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send
your check to:
Dwayne Betcher, OFS
2929 34th St.
Allegan, MI 49010

Hospitality Ministry January 25
Set-Up

Clean–Up

Susan Martin

No one signed up

Jan Windy
There are several dates without commitments. To
ensure socials continue, commitments are necessary. Sign-up sheet available at January’s meeting.

Excused Absences
If you are unable to attend the fraternity
gatherings due to health or other hardship
reasons, please email:
Carol Dills
Barb Scott

grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net
bscott3315@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Our Mother of Sorrows
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1007 Diamond NE
Grand Rapids MI 49503
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