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Loving our Neighbors as Ourselves 
See page three for formation information.  
We are looking forward to seeing you there. 
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ATTENTION  ATTENTION 

Carol Dills, OFS, is in the process of trying to ensure that all mem-
bers of the fraternity are receiving the TAU-USA, NAFRA’s news-
letter. The TAU-USA shares and promotes Franciscan vision and 
spirituality. It is intended to allow Seculars  to communicate with 
one another, fostering a sense of community nationwide.  

Please contact Carol, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or 616.822.7191 
if you are NOT receiving TAU-USA. Please specify as to your pref-
erence for receiving it either electronically or hardcopy. 



Professions      Birthdays 
 
Jim Howard  February 21   Larry Forrester   February 6 
Linda Spencer  February 21   Jan Windy   February 10 
Virginia Champion February 28   Rose Skorka   February 12 
Sharon Wohlner February 28   Jerry Swaitlowski  February 22 
       Nancy Supran   February 24 
 

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary,  
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or  616.450.1897. 

I don’t know about you, but everywhere I turn there is animosity and hatred.  As a secular Franciscan, I feel it 
is my call to be a peacemaker in these situations. In this day and age I understand that this will take an 
incredible amount of prayer and discernment. Discernment begins with an objective study of the issues at 
hand to try to understand each side.  What is our role as peacemaker?  How do we facilitate dialogue?  These 
are some of the questions we need to bring to prayer. 

I believe our topic for our fraternity meeting this month, Loving Our Neighbors as Ourselves, is most timely. 
This is the perfect time for us to live out our Franciscan call in this unsettling time. But we need to study the 
issues and pray for guidance on specific ways that we can bring the Gospel message to the situations that 
present themselves.  We have a responsibility to try our best to bring Christ to these situations.  I invite 
everyone to come together to support each other in our efforts to follow the ways of Christ in each of our 
lives. 

Pax et bonum, 

Barb Scott, OFS 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Blessed Agnes of Prague  March 2  
Blessed Didacus Jospeh of Cadiz March 24 
Priest 
 

Taken from Proper Offices of Franciscan Saints and 
Blesseds in the Liturgy of the Hours 

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Daily Meditations on the Rule 

If you are interested in receiving daily meditations on the Rule, Hagio, Admonition and more, 
subscribe to the Yahoo Group at : 

https://beta.groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/TAU-Daily/info 

MARCH 

24 

Soup and Stations  

Sign-up sheet will be on the back table at the February meeting.  

Or http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dabac2aa6f49-soup1 choose 3/24 



Peace and all good, 

While we may not be explicitly discussing choosing our fraternity’s apostolate, the next few month’s for-
mation sessions are designed to explore elements of possible apostolates. As we do so, I’d like to invite 
you to consider Rule 13, “A sense of community will make them joyful and ready to place themselves on 
an equal basis with all people, especially with the lowly for whom they shall strive to create conditions of 
life worthy of people redeemed by Christ.”  
 

As the Rule states, it is our joy, found in community, that assists in inspiring us to strive to create condi-
tions of life worthy of people redeemed by God.  
 

In this spirit, our formation then serves many tasks: deepening our understanding of our Franciscan call, 
deepening our understanding and appreciation of each other; deepening our reverence for God as God 
reveals himself through others- both within our fraternity and within the wider civic community, and 
deepening our own personal conversion.  
 

Carrying out the command of Rule 13 is no easy task. It takes us out of our comfort zones. It can chal-
lenge our worldview. It can make us angry. It can cause apprehension. Nevertheless, we are given the 
mission to strive to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by God. Fraternity serves as the 
setting for wrestling with this task, holding each other accountable to the task and celebrating the mo-
ments when we accomplish the task. It is a noble task because it is a Gospel-given task. 
 

February’s formation, Loving Our Neighbors as Ourselves, will explore racism, however, racism is one 
among many “isms” that foster injustice and conditions unworthy of people redeemed by God. We are 
using material published by the United States Conference of Catholics Bishops called, The Racial Divide in 
the United States: A Reflection for the World Day of Peace 2015. This material was written by Most Rever-
end Edward K. Braxton, Ph.D., S.T.D., Bishop of Belleville, Illinois. Our bishops are encouraging us to edu-
cate ourselves, reflect on our participation in racism and take action to combat the injustice of racism. 
We will be looking specifically at the material in part II, A New Awareness of the Racial Divide and a Call 
to Christian Dialogue. 
  

As Secular Franciscans we exercise a prophetic voice. Through the inspiration and intercession of Ss. 
Francis and Clare, let us explore ways to create conditions of life worthy of people redeemed by God.  
 

The document in its entirety can be found on our website in pdf format. The reading material can be 
found beginning on page five of this newsletter. 
 
Ss. Francis and Clare pray for us. 
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JPIC Corner by Cami Mann, OFS 



United by their vocation as "brothers and sisters of penance" and motivated by the dynamic power 
of the Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radi-
cal interior change which the Gospel calls "conversion." Human frailty makes it necessary that this 

conversion be carried out daily. Rule 7 
 

Spring 2017 Retreat 

March 25, 2017 

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Franciscan Life Process Center 
11650 Downes St NE, Lowell, MI 49331 

 

 
 
 
Retreat Theme:   Loving Our Neighbors as Ourselves:  
    Fostering an Imagination for Cultural Understanding 
 
 

St. Francis is the example par excellence of what is means to be “other focused.” As Secular Fran-
ciscans we strive to bring to life that example in this time and place, however we are challenged 
by our own personal biases and “isms.”  

We will spend time during this retreat listening to the Word of God, navigating Church teaching, 
engaging in peer learning and seeking “radical internal change.” 

Non-fraternity members are invited to join us. Continental breakfast and lunch provided. Please 
bring a side or dessert to be shared at lunch. Please bring your own dishes and cutlery. 

We will begin the day with 8  a.m. Mass at St. Thomas the Apostle. 

Opportunity for the sacrament of reconciliation will take place between 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Detach this form and return it to: 

Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 

2067 Pheasant Ave NW 

Grand Rapids MI 49534 

Name:___________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

I can drive ___________ I will attend Mass but would like to ride with someone ______________ 

A  $10.00 donation is suggested. 
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II. A NEW AWARENESS OF THE RACIAL DIVIDE AND A CALL TO CHRISTIAN 
DIALOGUE  

(8) Our Holy Father, Pope Francis has selected the theme “No Longer Slaves, But 
Brothers and Sisters” for the 2015 World Day of Peace celebration. Human slavery 
can take many forms, including the literal enslavement of human beings by other 
human beings which, sadly, continues to exist in our world today. There are also 
forms of social, emotional and psychological slavery: slavery to prejudice, racism, 
bias, anger, frustration, rage, violence, and bitterness in the face of systemic injustic-
es. Regrettably, these forms of slavery endure in the United States and they are born 
from the tragedy of the European “slave trade” that captured innocent human beings 
from West Africa and brought them to the United States to be “sold,” “bought,” and 
“owned” in bondage to work on the lucrative plantations in southern states. Long after 
the cruel evil of slavery was ended, its consequences continued to cast a shadow 
over our nation as a racial divide. Recent dramatic eruptions of racial conflict have 
made this shadow more apparent. Painful “breaking news” accounts call all Ameri-
cans to rededicate themselves to the work of peace and reconciliation among our 
citizens of different races; ethnic origins; and social, cultural, educational, economic, 
and religious backgrounds. As Catholics, as members of the Body of Christ, the 
Church, this is more than a call; it is our vocation, born of baptism.  

(9) Our World Day of Peace celebration always comes during the season of joy, be-
tween Christmas and the Epiphany, the showing forth of the glory of Christ to the 
nations. The radical source of this joy is the tremendous mystery that the Word of 
God is made flesh in Christ Jesus. Christ, the Prince of Peace, announces the dignity 
and worth of every man, woman, and child. In a number of communities in the United 
States, the spirit of community fellowship, good will, and optimism that accompany 
Christmas and the New Year have been overshadowed by dramatic and disturbing 
events that have reminded the nation and the world of the racial divide that endures 
in our country. While many African-American people live in southern Illinois, most of 
them are not members of the Catholic Church. When I am on Parish Pastoral Visita-
tions, I occasionally see a small number of African-Americans and a smaller number 
of African people in the congregations. The only predominately African-American 
parish in the Diocese is St. Augustine of Hippo in East St. Louis. This should not be 
surprising since of the roughly 78,000,000 Catholics in this country, only about 
3,500,000 are African-Americans. Many members of the Church may have only infre-
quent and somewhat superficial contact with Catholics of a different racial back-
ground.  

(10) During the past few months, Catholics, like the rest of the country, have pon-
dered distressing events in cities around the country. These events include the 
deaths of young Men of Color during confrontations with local White police officers or 
a neighborhood watch person; the public expressions of grief by family members; the 
reactions to grand jury decisions to indict or not to indict the persons who shot these 
men; unprecedented unrest (including not only peaceful demonstrations, but also the 
taunting of the police, violence, the senseless destruction of property, and heinous 
“revenge” murders) in cities across the country; statements by President Obama, 
governors, and mayors about the current racial crisis; investigations of possible civil 
rights violations initiated by the Attorney General, Eric H. Holder, Jr.; and published 
surveys and media commentaries suggesting that a great gulf exists between the 
way many Black Americans and many White Americans view these events. This gulf 
is, in fact, a racial divide.  

(11) It is my hope that this World Day of Peace Reflection will help families, parishion-
ers, neighbors, support groups for priests, ecumenical ministerial groups, Chancery 
staff members, and school faculties to engage in fruitful conversations about the 
events that are unfolding in the United States.  



It would be particularly valuable if people of different racial backgrounds could partake 
in the same conversations. There are surely some Catholics who would rather not 
have these conversations. But our Christmas faith in Christ, the redeemer of all peo-
ple, urges us to overcome our hesitation. Now that the busy Christmas season has 
passed, this Reflection could serve as a resource for discussions marking January 
15th, the 86th anniversary of the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In the New Year, 
Lent, which begins early, on February 18, 2015, would be a very appropriate oppor-
tunity to give time and serious consideration to the topics addressed here.  

(12) Let’s begin with ten observations about which I hope there will be some degree of 
agreement.  

1. Each of the accounts of encounters between White police (or a neighborhood 
watch person) and young Men of Color ending in death is a unique event. While there 
are some obvious similarities, they are completely distinct and the people involved are 
all unique individuals about whom we should not generalize or stereotype.  

2. We each realize that our views about these complex events are influenced by our 
age, education, family background, personal experiences, religious beliefs, and the 
media, which may make difficult situations worse if their reporting is sensational 
and/or biased.  

3. The deaths of the individuals who lost their lives in these incidents are sad events; 
a source of grief and sorrow for their families. It is also true that the experiences of the 
men who caused these deaths are a source of sorrow for them and for their families.  

4. None of us knows, with certainty, exactly what happened in these and other inci-
dents because we were not there. None of us has a full and complete knowledge of 
all grand jury proceedings. Even when grand jury documents have been released, it is 
not the same as experiencing the manner in which the cases were presented. Per-
haps only God and the people involved know exactly what happened. Unfortunately, 
in each case, a key participant is dead. Most of our information is derived from various 
forms of media, which have their distinct points of view.  

5. The work of police officers is very difficult and very dangerous. Because of the vio-
lence in American society, they leave their homes each day not knowing if they will 
return unharmed. They deserve our respect and gratitude. They are forced to make 
split-second, life and death decisions on which their lives and the lives of others de-
pend. In some communities, many police officers are faithful Christians, who strive to 
live by the Gospel. Every community needs dedicated police officers to keep order 
and to protect the citizens and their property. Most police are fair-minded and respect 
the human dignity and worth of all citizens. Some, however, are not. There is credible 
evidence that bias and prejudice influence the attitudes and actions of some police 
officers, no matter what their race or nationality may be. Significantly, 57% of African-
American police believe Black offenders are treated with far less respect by White 
officers than White offenders. However, only 5% of White officers agree that this is 
true. It is a fact that some young Black men commit crimes requiring their arrest by 
the police. However, this should not lead to the demonization of all Black men as dan-
gerous, violent criminals. It is a fact that some White police officers use excessive 
force and display racial prejudice when they interact with Black men suspected of 
crimes. However, this should not lead to the demonization of all White police officers 
as racists ready to kill Black men at the slightest provocation.  

6.  Some individuals firmly believe that it is completely inappropriate for religious lead-
ers to make any comments about these events beyond generalized statements about 
working for peace and justice; while others firmly believe that the Gospel compels 
religious leaders to address such issues forthrightly in spite of their complexity in a 
constructive spirit of mutual respect and reconciliation.  



7. In some communities, African-American males are taking the lives of other African-American males in alarming numbers. Several investiga-
tions suggest that 93% of African-Americans who are murdered are murdered by other African-Americans and 84% of White Americans who are 
murdered are murdered by other White Americans.  

8. All American citizens have the right to protest peacefully and demonstrate when they believe that they are faced with unjust laws, unrespon-
sive government officials, and morally unacceptable social structures that do not respect the dignity and worth of every human person.  

9. No one has the right to break the law by expressing frustration with violence, arson, looting, destruction of property, and endangering the lives 
of fellow citizens. These inexcusable crimes only undermine the efforts of those with legitimate grievances.  

10. Most American neighborhoods are made up of people of similar racial, economic, and cultural backgrounds. This is also true of most Ameri-
can church congregations. Most American Catholic parishes have very few or no African-American members. Significantly, more and more 
Americans of different races work, socialize, and recreate together and the number of biracial marriages continues to increase. However, the 
majority of Americans do not have significant numbers of intimate friends of different races whose homes they visit, with whom they vacation, 
and with whom they share their most personal feelings.  

(13) Catholic people, like other Americans, have reacted in a variety of ways to these deaths, court decisions, and protests.  

a) For some, the events are simply another fleeting news item that has no direct impact on them. The participants are not their friends or family 
members. It is not their neighborhood.  

b) For others, these are disturbing events and they are concerned about their impact on the nation; but they do not dwell on them.  

c) For still others, there are feelings of anger and frustration about the cries of “White racism,” the criticism of the police, the attack on the judicial 
system, the disruption of normal life by protesters, and the destruction of property by vandals. As one Catholic expressed it to me, “Slavery and 
racism are things of the past. The protesters should stop complaining, obey the law, follow the orders of the police, get a job, and get on with 
their lives.”  

d) But, there are still other Catholics who are profoundly distressed. They feel that they were naivë in thinking the era of racial conflict was be-
hind us. They are upset by the attitudes and comments of some of their Catholic neighbors.  

e) Some of these individuals, concluding that there is systemic racial prejudice in American society that is morally wrong, have taken to the 
streets taking part in the mass nationwide peaceful protests while condemning the acts of vandalism.  

(14) Before we continue, let me add a personal note. I am not a completely impartial outside observer in the face of these events. I have had 
two personal experiences with law enforcement officers that made me very conscious of the fact that simply by being me, I could be the cause 
of suspicion and concern without doing anything wrong. The first experience was when I was a young Priest. The second was when I was al-
ready a Bishop. In both cases I was not in clerical attire. I was dressed informally.  

(15) In the first experience, I was simply walking down a street in an apparently all-White neighborhood. A police car drove up beside me and 
the officer asked, “What are you doing in this area? Do you live around here? Where is your car? You should not be wandering around neigh-
borhoods where you do not live.” I never told him I was a Catholic Priest, but I wondered what it was I was doing to attract the attention of the 
officer? This was long before I heard the expression, “walking while Black.”  

(16) In the second experience, I was driving in my car in an apparently all-White neighborhood with two small chairs in the back seat and a table 
in the partially open trunk tied with a rope. A police car with flashing lights pulled me over. The officer asked, “Where are you going with that 
table and those chairs?  

Before I could answer, he asked, “Where did you get them? Then he said, “We had a call about a suspicious person driving through the area 
with possibly stolen furniture in his trunk.” I wondered what I was doing to make someone suspicious. Many years would pass before I would 
hear the expression “racial profiling.”  

(17) As we examine the racial divide, we may be tempted to yield to the seeming pessimism of Reinhold Niebuhr. He suggested in “Moral Man 
and Immoral Society” that while some individuals (Moral Man) might frequently strive for and sometime attain the ability to perform altruistic acts 
of compassion and love; larger communities (Immoral Society) are generally slow to be moved to generous acts of love, compassion and recon-
ciliation. Our Christmas faith emboldens us to believe that we, as individuals and as communities, can and should cross the racial divide.  



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry February 22 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   
Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up   Clean–Up 

Alan Supran  Jeff and Carol Dills 

Beth Price 

  

Excused Absences 

If you are unable to attend the fraternity 
gatherings due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


