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Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering 
 

Wednesday, March 29, 7 p.m. 
St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
 

Laudato Si—Integral Ecology 
Presentation will integrate Laudato Si, Franciscan Rule & Constitutions 
and partner with River City Wild Ones to discuss the benefits of native 
plants.  We are looking forward to seeing you there. 
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ATTENTION  ATTENTION 

Carol Dills, OFS, is in the process of trying to ensure that all mem-
bers of the fraternity are receiving the TAU-USA, NAFRA’s news-
letter. The TAU-USA shares and promotes Franciscan vision and 
spirituality. It is intended to allow Seculars  to communicate with 

one another, fostering a sense of community nationwide.  

Please contact Carol, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or 616.822.7191 

if you are NOT receiving TAU-USA. Please specify as to your pref-



Professions      Birthdays 
 

Lois Flickinger  March 25   Alvin Matkovich   March  7 
Marilyn Hawkins March 25   Barb Scott   March 8 
Mary Lou Thompson March 25   Kathleen Rosen   March 12 
       Mary Lou Harig   March  17 
       Barbara Czurak   March 23 
       Jeff Dills    March 26 
 

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary, 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897. 

Working on our fraternity apostolate takes a lot of prayer, study, and discernment. Starting with Rule 
6 and then looking further into Article 17 of our Constitution, some thoughts come to mind. Article 17 
states, “Called to work together in building up the Church as the sacrament of salvation for all and, 
through their baptism and profession, made "witnesses and instruments of her mission," Secular 
Franciscans proclaim Christ by their life and words. Their preferred apostolate is personal witness in 
the environment in which they live and service for building up the Kingdom of God within the 
situations of this world.” 
 

The phrase that sticks out to me is “service for building up the Kingdom of God within the situations 
of this world.” And, boy, are there a lot of situations of this world. This is where prayer and 
discernment come in. Last month we talked about the situation of racial inequality. This month we 
will revisit Laudato Si. We can look at the political front, the international front, the life issues front, 
the care for the poor. All are areas we could serve for building up the Kingdom of God. I don’t have an 
answer yet, but my purpose for my message this month is for everyone in the fraternity to take the 
idea of a fraternal apostolate to prayer and discernment as we continue to study together. May God 
bless our efforts in serving our Lord now and always! 

Pax et bonum, 
Barb Scott, OFS 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Benedict the Black   April 3  
Conrad of Parzham, Religious  April 21 
Blessed Giles of Assisi, Religious  April 23 
Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest  April 24 
and Martyr 
Blessed Luchesius   April 28 

Taken from Proper Offices of Franciscan Saints and 
Blesseds in the Liturgy of the Hours.  Bold Third Order 

 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

New Address 

Judy Vanderlaan, OFS, found-
ing member of Our Mother of 
Sorrows Fraternity has a new 
address. Judy would love to 
hear from you or spend some 
time with you. 

Her address: Pilgrim Manor 

  2000 Leonard NE 

  Grand Rapids MI 9505 

  Room 37, Bed 1 



Peace & all good, 
 

I take great delight in the stories people share with me when they find out I am from West Virginia. Inevi-
tably the stories I hear the most are, “While traveling through West Virginia, I looked on the map and saw 
what appeared to be a shortcut. It wasn’t!” People have shared that what looked like a shortcut actually 
cost them five hours of travel time.  
 

It’s true, there are no shortcuts while traveling through West Virginia. A map may appear to cut off 20 
miles, but what it doesn’t tell you is the actual terrain of the road: the twists and turns; the two-tracks; 
the elevation inclines or what it is like to follow a semi up a mountain with an elevation of 4, 863 ft. This 
knowledge is only revealed by actually traveling the road.  
 

These stories come to mind as we discern our apostolate. In many regards, we have a roadmap for decid-
ing what our apostolate will be; NAFRA’s framework, our Rule and our Constitutions, however, we don’t 
necessarily know the terrain. Without a familiarity with the terrain, we may provide a service that is not 
helpful, or we may actually take longer to get to where we need to be by going in a direction we thought 
was expedited, only to find out, it was the long-way-round.  
 

Over the next few months we will continue to form ourselves regarding JPIC issues and topics. This 
month’s formation will revisit Laudato Si and localize it by learning more about the importance of native 
plants. April’s formation will explore our Rule and Constitutions, as well as revisit NAFRA’s framework for 
an apostolate. May’s formation will explore pro-life issues.  
 

Engaging in a comprehensive formation process will equip us to navigate our local terrain as we begin to 
identify our Apostolate at our July gathering.  I’d like to invite everyone to begin to formulate ideas for an 
apostolate. If all goes according to plan, we will be ready to vote on our apostolate at the September 
gathering. 
Ss. Francis and Claire, pray for us. 
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JPIC Corner by Cami Mann, OFS 



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry March 29 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   
Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up  Clean–Up 

Barb Scott  Jason George 

   Paul Wojtas 

  

Excused Absences 

If you are unable to attend the fraternity 
gatherings due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


