
Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 
August 30 Being a Fraternity of Service   St. Thomas 
 

Sept. 16 Fraternal & Spiritual Visitation   St. Thomas 
PLEASE NOTE: This meeting is on a Saturday and time is 1 p.m.  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO ATTEND.     

Acting Infirmarian:   
Carol Dills, OFS 
Phone:  616-822-7191 
Email:  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
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A Member of Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity 

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering 
 

Wednesday, July 26 7 p.m. 
Meet in the Church    St. Thomas the Apostle  
Holy Hour of Prayer for our Fraternity and Apostolate 
As we progress in discerning how the Holy Spirit is calling Our Mother of Sorrows to 
serve the Church and wider community, we will spend an hour in prayer, calling on 
the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit. Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send forth your Spirit and they shall be 
created. And You shall renew the face of the earth.  

Executive Council 

Barb Scott, OFS 
Minister 
bscott3315@gmail.com 
616-550-5916 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
Vice Minister 
roseysposies@gmail.com 
616-791-1279 
Carol Dills, OFS 
Secretary 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
616-822-7191 
Dwayne Betcher, OFS 
Treasurer 
dbetcher@herrickdl.org 
269-350-9614 

Councilors 
Lori Fedewa, OFS 
wadalaf@gmail.com 
616-458-7966 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
aoatleyofs@gmail.com 
616-915-2414 
Alan Supran, OFS 
ajsupran@yahoo.com 
616-895-1463 
David Van Eck, OFS 
vaneck76@gmail.com 
616-481-4548 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
Formation Minister 
michellebofs@gmail.com 
616-361-8489 
Cami Mann, OFS 
JPIC Representative 
cmann1897@gmail.com 
616-450-1897 
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
Provincial Spiritual Asst 
jeromeofm@yahoo.com 

ATTENTION! ATTENTION! 
Father Solanus Casey 

Beatification Mass Nov. 18 
Tickets have been reserved for Secular  
Franciscan Orders and Our Mother of Sorrows 
Fraternity has reserved 100 tickets at Ford 
Field in Detroit. Contact Barb Scott, OFS 
at bscott3315@gmail.com to reserve your free 
tickets.  

St. Thomas is repaving 
the main parking lot. 
It will be closed next 
Wednesday!!! 

It is very important we do NOT use 
the small lot West of the Ministry Cen-
ter, as that belongs to Holland Home. 
The other sections of the Ministry Cen-
ter lot are open or please find street 
parking.   



Professions      Birthdays 
 

Elaine McCarthy July 24    Chris Bueche  July 15   
Michelle Bryk July 26    Elaine Kozloski  July 19 
Barbara Czurak July 26    Amy Oatley  July 21 
Kathleen Rosen July 29    Joanne Dusendang  July 31 
Jenn Baum July 30 
Carol Dills July 30 
Jeff Dills July 30 
Peg Wegenka July 30 
Gloria Heflin-Oates July 31 
Elaine Kozloski July 31     

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary, 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897. 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Our Lady of the Angels of Portiuncula   August 2 
Blesseds Agathangelus and Cassian, Priests and Martyrs August 7 
Clare of Assisi     August 11 
St. Maxmillian Mary Kolbe, Priest and Martyr  August 14 
Louis, Bishop     August 19 
Louis IX, King, Patron of the Third Order  August 25 

Infirmarian Team 
 
Based on feedback from the May Fraternity Gathering, we feel that a team of folks who feel called to minister to our 
brothers and sisters within our own fraternity is needed.  This would involve calling members that are unable to 
attend the gatherings, sending birthday cards or profession date anniversary notes, Mass cards, being a liaison for 
the prayer line, visiting those that cannot get out due to illness or other driving situations, etc.  This is a big job for 
just one person, so we are looking at caring for our own as a team effort.  Please pray to discern if this is an area 
where you are being called.   
We will discuss this at the next fraternity gathering, but feel free to call me or Carol Dills as well to offer your ser-
vices.  Charity begins at home.  Let us not forget to care for each other as we continue to discern our fraternity’s 
apostolate. 
Article 30 of the General Constitutions 
1. The brothers and sisters are co-responsible for the life of the fraternity to which they belong and for the OFS as 
the organic union of all fraternities throughout the world. 
2. The sense of co-responsibility of the members requires personal presence, witness, prayer, and active collabora-
tion, in accordance with each one's situation and possible obligations for the animation of the fraternity.  
Pax et bonum, 
Barb Scott, OFS 
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 JPIC Corner by Cami Mann, OFS 
 
Peace & all good, 
 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity is blessed by the passions and dedication of its professed members. In-
dividually we have a wide variety of ministries and service. Each of these ministries is life giving, not 
only to our members but to those with whom and on behalf of whom we minister. Our fraternal life 
grows richer and more vibrant as we encounter the Body of Christ through these ministries.  
 

As we continue to answer NAFRA’s request that each fraternity have an apostolate, we continue to move 
through our discernment process. We have spent time in educating ourselves on various issues, concerns 
and ministries. Now we are moving into the next phase of our discernment process- a more intensified 
time of prayer. 
 
We each bring our passions, experiences and desires to bear on this process. However, our apostolate is 
a communal passion and dedication. We seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance in revealing how we, as a frater-
nity, are being called by God to serve the Church and wider community. We do so through prayer and 
action. This prayer and action are the rhythm of our Franciscan life; they are the inhalation and exhala-
tion, so to speak, that breaths life into the fraternity, breaths life into 
the community around us and sustains our fraternal body. 
 
Our July gathering is a Holy Hour in which we will pray deeply for the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance. We will pray deeply for the humility and gener-
osity it will take to listen to the Spirit as the Spirit reveals our aposto-
late—one that may not be exactly (or close) to what we hope it will be. 
We inhale the life of the Spirit through our prayer and exhale through 
the action our prayer calls us to. 
 
Ss. Francis and Clare, pray for us. 
 
 
Beth Price attended the 8th Summer Seminar for Secular Franciscans. Below is a reflection on her expe-
rience. 
 

I was privileged to attend this year’s conference on Multiculturalism and Diversity: Who is My Neighbor,  
at St. Francis University in Loretto, Pennsylvania.  Mary Stronach, OFS, and Carolyn Townes, OFS, led us 
through the eight sessions and prayer with insightful blessings and grace. The topics and conversations 
were deep, shared sacred discussions on a topic that many dismiss as ‘not really affecting me’ or “too 
difficult to get into” and often choose to ignore.   
 

Such attitudes are directly opposed to our Franciscan vocation! Many of our OFS Rules emphasize em-
bracing those who are different and those of different cultures. I invite you to review Rules 
#5,6,12,13,14,15,18,19 and reflect on Admonition #4 and the Canticle of the Creatures (pg 81 of the Rit-
ual handbook, speaking of Universal Kinship). You will find a lot to take to prayer. Many of us actually 
have an unconscious bias when looking at this topic. If you are not sure of what your biases may be on 
the topic, please visit the Implicit Bias Harvard test at implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/education.html  
 
One of the most frequently asked questions during multicultural and diversity trainings was ‘When I in-
teract with someone from a different culture, I’m afraid of saying something offensive. How can I keep 
this from happening?’ Consider the following before your next encounter: 
 

²Talk to people as equals (treat others with respect) 
²Recognize cultural differences exist; ask questions about the difference, don’t assume 
²Stick to the business at hand; avoid personal conversation until you develop a personal relationship 
²Treat every person you come in contact with as an individual (don’t stereotype) 
²Seek to find common ground between yourself and others 
²Consider the feelings, thoughts and experiences of others. Listen and care about what is being said to 
you; avoid using demeaning words. 
²Be yourself at all times (relax and don’t try to be what you think others want you to be) 
²Above all, THINK before you speak. Is it Truthful, Helpful, Insightful, Necessary, Kind? To THINK in all 
our conversations should be one of our Franciscan Axioms. We are to preach the Gospel at all times; use 
words when necessary.  
 
Shalom, Beth Price, OFS   
 
Next year’s Summer conference will be July 12-15, 2018.  Check out the website at sites.google.com/



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry July26 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   
Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up   Clean–Up 

Todd & Amy Oatley  No One Signed-Up 

   

To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 
gathering due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


