
Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 
 

Sept. 16 Fraternal & Spiritual Visitation  St. Thomas 
PLEASE NOTE: MEETING is on a SATURDAY and TIME is 1 p.m.  
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT THAT ALL MEMBERS ATTEND.  
October 3 Transitus      St. John Vianney 
October 25 Service and Profession Part II  St. Thomas  

Acting Infirmarian:   
Carol Dills, OFS 
Phone:  616-822-7191 
Email:  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
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Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 

A Member of Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity 

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering 
 

Wednesday, August 30    7 p.m. 
Service and Profession Part I    St. Thomas   

Executive Council 

Barb Scott, OFS 
Minister 
bscott3315@gmail.com 
616-550-5916 
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS 
Vice Minister 
roseysposies@gmail.com 
616-791-1279 
Carol Dills, OFS 
Secretary 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
616-822-7191 
Dwayne Betcher, OFS 
Treasurer 
dbetcher@herrickdl.org 
269-350-9614 

Councilors 
Lori Fedewa, OFS 
wadalaf@gmail.com 
616-458-7966 
Amy Oatley, OFS 
aoatleyofs@gmail.com 
616-915-2414 
Alan Supran, OFS 
ajsupran@yahoo.com 
616-895-1463 
David Van Eck, OFS 
vaneck76@gmail.com 
616-481-4548 
Michelle Bryk, OFS 
Formation Minister 
michellebofs@gmail.com 
616-361-8489 
Cami Mann, OFS 
JPIC Representative 
cmann1897@gmail.com 
616-450-1897 
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM 
Provincial Spiritual Asst 
jeromeofm@yahoo.com 

 

August Formation preparation 

material is attached to this  

newsletter.  Please  

review before attending the  

Fraternity gathering. 



Professions      Birthdays 
 

Rose Hickey   August 26  Helene Crawford August 6  
Ted Kusmierz   August 26  Judith VanderLaan August 7 
Joanne Dusendang  August  26  Margo Kiel  August 8 
Mary Ann Swaitlowski  August  26  Jason George  August 11 
       Catherine Wilson August 30 
    

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills, secretary, 
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897. 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Beatrice of Silva     Sept. 1 
Blessed John Francis Burte 
Severin Girault, Companions & Martyrs  Sept. 2 
Rose of Viterbo     Sept. 4 
Stigmata of Our Holy Father Francis  Sept. 17 
Joseph of Cupertino, Priest   Sept. 18 
Francis Mary of Camporosso. Religious  Sept. 20 
Finding the Body of St. Clare of Assisi  Sept.23 
Ellzear of Subran & Blessed Delphina,  
Husband and Wife    Sept. 26 
 
Bold denotes Third Order Secular Saints & Blesseds 

Warm Chatter 
 

This month I would like to share information on a talk we had at the August Regional Gathering. Crystal 

Mosher presented to us the value of warm chatter. Warm chatter can help not only in strengthening our 

own fraternity relationships, but also in inviting others to the fraternity. Warm chatter is about meeting 

someone new and planting a seed of invitation either to friendship or to the Franciscan way of life. The 

focus of warm chatter is being present to others to engage, energize, and elevate the person to whom 

you are talking. 
 

The first step to any encounter is connection. It is simple to make a connection. Have a genuine curiosi-

ty, a high regard, and a deep affection toward others. Sound familiar? I believe St. Francis’ example is 

exactly the same thing. 
 

So at our next gathering, we may start doing some intentional activities to practice our warm chatter. 

 

Congratulations Brandon, Jennifer & Mary 

Brandon Bailey, Jennifer Renegar, and Mary 
VanderPloeg are moving from Orientation to 
Inquiry. We will celebrate the Rite of  
Welcome at the August gathering.  
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 Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Corner   
Cami Mann, OFS JPIC Animator 
 
Peace & all good, 
 
Amy Oatley, OFS, and I attended the National JPIC Animator Conference this past July. During the con-
ference , Carolyn Townes, OFS, national JPIC animator, asked Amy and I to share the details of our apos-
tolate discernment with the group. I was taken aback by one of the attendee’s comments. Immediately 
upon the completion of our presentation he said, “That is the most I have ever heard the use of the Holy 
Spirit and Fraternity mentioned.” I was surprised to hear it, mostly because I have made an assumption 
that the Holy Spirit is the principle animator in all our fraternities. I have come to realize that is not the 
case. I have also come to realize that after presenting our process at a regional gathering and now at a 
national gathering, we appear to be unique in calling on the Holy Spirit to discern our apostolate rather 
than just deciding what we are going/want to do. 
 
Being at the disposition of the Holy Spirit is a labor of love and a labor of heavy-lifting. However, we are 
assured that by doing so, we are called into the action of God and God’s response to God’s people. Our 
egos, our wants, our fears, our judgements all get sidelined for that sake of God’s desires. What a great 
gift of grace it is to be used as God’s instruments of peace, joy, humility, and generosity. How Francis-
can of us! 
 
Barb Scott, OFS, and I are meeting with Bishop Walkowiak to share our discernment process with him 
and seek his insight and guidance. We are moving closer to having the apostolate revealed.  
 
Come Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in them the fire of your love. Send 
forth your Spirit and they shall be created. And You shall renew the face of the earth. … and here in 
the Diocese of Grand Rapids. 
 
The reflection below is shared by Jack Wintz, OFM. In light of recent national events, let us prayerfully reflect on 
these words and ponder our Franciscan call to be people of peace, justice and integrity of creation. 
 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace 
 

Like that of Christ, our mission on earth is to bring to others God’s peace—God’s state of “perfect well-being” and 
completeness. Saint Francis saw this as his mission, too. In Chapter 3 of his Rule of 1223, he advised his followers 
that in going about the world “they should not be quarrelsome or take part in disputes with words…or criticize oth-
ers; but they should be gentle, peaceful and unassuming, courteous and humble, speaking respectfully to every-
one….Whatever house they enter, they should first say, ‘Peace to this house’”(Cf. Luke 10:5). Surely, Francis was 
an instrument of peace. 
 
 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love 
 

In his 9th Admonition, called Charity, Saint Francis tells his followers, “Our Lord says in the Gospel, Love your ene-
mies (Matthew 5:44). A man really loves his enemy when he is not offended by the injury done to himself, but for 
love of God feels burning sorrow for the sin his enemy has brought on his own soul, and proves his love in a practi-
cal way.” 
 
 

Where there is injury, pardon 
 

During the violence-ridden Crusades, Francis discovered a path of peace, pardon and non-violence. The “little poor 
man” went to Egypt to engage in a peaceful dialogue with the sultan (head of the Muslim forces), a meeting in 
which a spirit of forgiveness, respect and understanding prevailed. Francis would have the same message for those 
in our times who are so quick to see violence as the only cure for terrorism. 
 
 

Where there is doubt, faith 
 

When, as a young man, Francis found himself in a fog of doubt as to the nature of God’s care for him, he sought 
the face of God through prayer in solitary places. God opened Francis’ eyes of faith. The saint saw a vision of 
Christ gazing at him from the Cross with such a look of love that Francis’ “soul melted,” to use the words of his 
biographer, Saint Bonaventure. The fog of doubt lifted for Francis, and he went through the world setting others 
free from their own burdens of doubt. 
 
 

Where there is despair, hope/Where there is darkness, light 
 

Think of Francis embracing lepers and lovingly washing their sores. Surely, many of those suffering souls felt an 
inner surge of hope and human dignity when they experienced Francis’ care. 
 
 

And where there is sadness, joy 
 

The secret of Francis’ joyful spirit was his vibrant belief in a God of overflowing goodness and love. Francis was so 
in love with God that at times he would pick up two sticks from the ground, tuck one under his chin like a violin 
and move the other over it like a bow. Then, in an ecstasy of joy, he would sing in French songs of love and praise 
to God. Francis used to say that he wanted his followers to go about the world like strolling minstrels, “to inspire 
the hearts of people and stir them to spiritual joy.” They give us an example to follow in our own day! 



1) The Grace of Profession 

At this point, we are given an opportunity to consider the role of grace in our lives.  

Richard Mc Brien would say that grace “is essentially God’s self-communication to us  

and, secondarily, the effect(s) of that self-communication.” The Church officially teaches that grace is 
the “... free and underserved gift that God gives us  to  respond  to our vocation  ... As sanctifying 
grace, God shares his divine life and friendship ... that enables the soul to live with God, to act by his 
love. By actual grace, God gives us the help to conform our lives to his will. Sacramental grace ... help
(s) us live out our Christian vocation.” 
 

The professed Secular Franciscan will need the grace to make good on the promise to  

“dedicate myself to the service of His Kingdom” –  words which are pronounced during  

the moment of Profession. How can this happen and by whose strength? It is a nice idea to want to 
serve the Lord and bring about the Kingdom, but we cannot do this by our own strength. It cannot 
happen without God’s grace. 
 

2) Profession: An Action of the Church 

Profession is an event in the life of the Church. It is part of the saving action of Christ  

- the ongoing effects of the redemption won for us by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  

Therefore, Fr. Felice would like to say that Profession is an event in Kairos time. We are  

used to chronos time. We ask, “What time is it (now ... this very minute)?” Or we say,  

“It’s time to go (now rather than later).” Chronos is how we mark time as the day progresses. Kairos is 
more expansive ... it is out there somewhere ... like “Once upon a time ...” Kairos is God’s time ... a 
more existential type of time. Well, Profession is an event which takes place in kairos time. Although 
it takes place at a specific time (Saturday at 10AM, for example) it is an event which takes place in 
the history-time  of the Church as part of God’s saving plan in time for us. 
 

When we always see Profession as something that happened on a certain day at a certain time during 
a certain year, it is quickly forgotten and is tucked away in our memory. But when we see Profession 
as something belonging to God’s eternal plan, something which exists in the continuum of the 
Church’s time, then it takes on more importance – not only for the Church but also for us. It is quite a 
significant event in our lives – a transformational event – a life changing event in God’s time. 
 

3) Profession and Fraternity 

Those to be Professed in the OFS should realize that from now on they will belong to a special family 
within the Church which will entail not only rights but also obligations and responsibilities. Once 
again, directors of formation and members of local councils, all agents of formation, should make sure 
that candidates for the Professed life understand what those obligations and responsibilities are. 
 

5) The Gift of the Spirit in the Celebration of Profession 

Fr. Felice begins his treatment of this theme by saying, “Sanctification is always the work of the 

Father, but it is channeled through the mediation of Christ and of the Church, and is realized in the 
Holy Spirit.”  

August Fraternity Gathering Formation Preparation Material 



Previously, I made mention of an amazing gesture performed by the local minister during the rite of 
Profession. He or she calls down and invokes the Holy Spirit upon the candidates. This is the same 
thing done to the gifts of bread and wine at Mass so that they may be transformed into the Eucharist. 
It is the same calling down of the Spirit upon those about to receive the sacrament of the Sick   ... upon 
those about to be confirmed ...   upon those about to be ordained. When the priest does this at Mass by 
spreading his hands over the host and chalice, it is called the epiclesis. Cangelosi, making the connec-
tion with the OFS calls the moment of Profession an epicletical moment ... another Pentecost when the 
Spirit comes to dwell with us in a dramatic moment. The Spirit will assist in the actions of consecration 
and transformation.   
 

6) Profession and the Eucharist 

This was perhaps the most eloquent part of Fr. Felice’s talk.  

Another aspect of the ministry of the priest during the rite is to connect the promises made during Pro-
fession with what happens at the Eucharist. Mass emphasizes what takes place at Profession, that is, 
there is a sacrificial dimension of self-giving taking place. Remember me saying that the candidates, as 
baptized persons, have a priestly/victim nature. Cangelosi puts it  

this way, “They, [the candidates] by promising to live the Gospel life, make themselves entirely availa-
ble to God and place their own bodies (persons) on the altar of Christ’s sacrifice, as a holy victim pleas-
ing to God.”  Whew! I don’t know about you, but I think that’s pretty heady stuff! When was the last 
time you even thought that that’s what you did on your Profession day? The connection between the 
act/event of Profession and the dynamic of the Eucharist are very clear. These two sacrifices – that of 
Christ the priest and that of the newly-Professed – are lives offered to God and they are made real at 
one and the same time. I underlined the phrase – 

entirely available to God” because that’s where the sacrifice comes in. Day in and day out, both when 
convenient and inconvenient, in good times and in bad – the Professed Secular  

Franciscan is to place him/herself at God’s disposal. 
 

A life of grace flows from the ritual action and the liturgy gives glory to God. There’s a lot going on 
here. It may do well to stop here for a while to digest what is being said and maybe to reflect on the 
meaning of it all in your life. Profession, as Fr. Felice says, is a commitment of life for life. The ongoing 
connection of the Eucharist to Profession takes a whole lifetime to appreciate and to act out in one’s 
daily professed life. 
 

9) Witnesses and Instruments of the Church’s Mission 

At this point, Cangelosi makes an astounding statement, “The Brothers and Sisters of Penance are 
asked to offer, constantly and in all the circumstances of life, the supreme proof of their fidelity to God.”  
There is no place where the Secular Franciscan is excused from living out the Rule. There is no circum-
stance where the Secular Franciscan cannot find a way to preach the Gospel by word and deed. In this 
way, the Secular Franciscan extends the tremendous gift of “hope” to a world in despair. 

August Fraternity Gathering Formation Preparation Material 



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry August 30 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
2929 34th St.   
Allegan, MI 49010 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up   Clean–Up 

Brandon Bailey  EVERYONE  

Mark & Cami Mann  No one signed up

To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 
gathering due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


