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Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering

Wednesday, January 31

7 p.m.

Renewal of Profession Mass

St. Thomas the Apostle

PLEASE NOTE: There will be no social following the Mass due to lack of space
accommodations.

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings
February 28

Fraternity Business Meeting

March

Fraternity Day of Reflection

March 28

24

St. Thomas

Franciscan Life
Process Center
Apostolate Discernment/Decision St. Thomas

Upcoming Franciscan Feast Days
Joseph of Leonissa, Priest
Peter Baptists, Paul Miki and Campions
And Martyrs
Colette
Conrad of Paicenza, Hermit

Feb. 4
Feb 6
Feb. 7
Feb. 19

Bold denotes Third Order Secular Saints & Blesseds From Proper
Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blessed in the Liturgy of the hours
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616-822-7191
Dwayne Betcher, OFS
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269-350-9614
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616-458-7966
Jason George, OFS
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Amy Oatley, OFS
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616-915-2414
Alan Supran, OFS
ajsupran@yahoo.com
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Michelle Bryk, OFS
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michellebofs@gmail.com
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Celebrating the Milestones
Birthdays

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings!

Rose Hickey

January 5

Marilyn Hawkins

January 19

Lois Flickinger

January 23

Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills,
secretary, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897.

Message from the Minister
In October we had a chance to reflect upon the Commitment of Profession. This month we renew our
Profession.
Let’s revisit our main reflection points from October to prepare ourselves for this month.
“There is no doubt here that Profession will be a sacrifice if it is taken seriously. This means that you
willingly allow yourself to be ‘set aside’ – all is now ready for the infusion of God’s grace in order for you
to be able to fulfill your Profession promises. You have two choices. Seek and cooperate with those graces, or continue living your life for yourself and squander those graces.” (FUN Manual)
What are we willing to sacrifice for Jesus?
“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life I now
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal 2:20)
How does the world see Christ through me as I live out my Profession?
“United by their vocation as “brothers and sisters of penance,” and motivated by the dynamic power of
the Gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to those of Christ by means of that radical interior change which the Gospel itself calls ‘conversion.’ Human frailty makes it necessary that this conversion be carried out daily.”
What steps do I take daily to strive for ongoing conversion?
What You Missed…
We had a great time in December for our annual Christmas Party! The weather was a little treacherous,
but those that braved the storm had a marvelous time together. The food was wonderful and it was great
to catch up with old friends.
Pax et bonum,
Barb Scott, OFS
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Corner
Cami Mann, OFS JPIC Animator
Peace & all good,

Happy New Year. Each new year brings change, there is no avoiding it. Change is evidence that there is
growth; a sense of movement. Our Franciscan vocation is one of constant change, or put another way,
conversion. Cardinal John Henry Newman said, “To live is to change, and to be perfect is to have changed
often.” We are constantly changing as we seek perfection by conforming our lives to the life of Jesus
Christ as we emulate and follow in the footsteps of our Seraphic Father Francis. As much as we may long
for constancy, the truth is, our lives are in constant flux if we are deepening our commitment to our profession as Secular Franciscans. In many ways, this flux is what helps us grow in humility and poverty. We
surrender our needs and wants to God’s wisdom and guidance.
While we, as individuals strive to live our profession more perfectly, we also live it communally, as a fraternity of sisters and brothers. We will renew our profession communally. As we do so, we call to mind
that our Rule calls us to, as Michah 6:8 challenges, “Only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk
humbly with your God.”
In April we will be making a decision on our apostolate. I ask that as you renew your vows, please offer a
prayer to God asking for wisdom and guidance for our fraternity as we discern our apostolate. Pray also
to place needs and wants aside, so that our apostolate answers Micah’s challenge, Do Justice, Love
Goodness and Walk Humbly with God.

REMINDER: It is important for everyone to sign up at least one month a year for set up
and clean up. As was stated before, if people don’t sign up for set up and clean up, there will be
no social held that month. You can sign up on the sign up sheet on the back table or through
the Sign Up Genius website www.signupgenius.com/go/10c044dabac2aa7fd0-hospitality
We are starting formation. If you know someone interested in becoming a Franciscan, please
have them contact Michelle Bryk, OFS, michellebofs@gmail.com 616-361-8489.

SOUP & STATIONS
March 23, 2018
Sign up sheet will be
available at the
February gathering.
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Rest
Reflect
Renew

March 24, 2018
Save the Date
OMS Fraternity
Day of Reflection
Franciscan Life Process Center
Lowell Michigan
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Fair Share Update

Hospitality Ministry January 31
Set-Up

Clean–Up

NO Social

NO Social

If you are excused from attending the fraternity
gatherings and would like to send your fair
share amount, please make check payable to
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send
your check to:

To Be Excused

Dwayne Betcher, OFS
16298 Highland Drive
Spring Lake MI 49456

If you are unable to attend a fraternity
gathering due to health or other hardship
reasons, please email:
Carol Dills
Barb Scott

grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net
bscott3315@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Our Mother of Sorrows
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1007 Diamond NE
Grand Rapids MI 49503
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