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Infirmarian Contact:
Joanne Dusendang, OFS
Phone: 616.361.6472 Home
616.498.2365 Cell
Email: JLDsfo@aol.com

Mother of Sorrows Fraternity Gathering

Wednesday, March 21

7 p.m.

Apostolate Discernment

St. Thomas the Apostle

We will begin to make the decision as to our apostolate. Please bring apostolate
ideas for discussion. We will use a consensus model in our decision making. Please
see the JPIC column on page 3 for additional information regarding consensus.

Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings
March 24
April 25
May 23

Fraternity Day of Reflection
St. Thomas
Apostolate Discernment/Decision St. Thomas
Apostolate Implementation
St. Thomas

Upcoming Franciscan Feast Days
Benedict the Black
Conrad of Parzham, Religious
Blessed Giles of Assisi, Religious
Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr
Blessed Luchesius

April 3
April 21
April 23
April 24
April 28

Bold denotes Third Order Secular Saints & Blesseds From Proper
Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blessed in the Liturgy of the Hours

Barb Scott, OFS
Minister
bscott3315@gmail.com
616-550-5916
Marilyn Hawkins, OFS
Vice Minister
roseysposies@gmail.com
616-791-1279
Carol Dills, OFS
Secretary
grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net
616-822-7191
Dwayne Betcher, OFS
Treasurer
dbetcher@herrickdl.org
269-350-9614
Councilors
Lori Fedewa, OFS
wadalaf@gmail.com
616-458-7966
Jason George, OFS
johnkite@rocketmail.com
231-736-7487
Amy Oatley, OFS
aoatleyofs@gmail.com
616-915-2414
Alan Supran, OFS
ajsupran@yahoo.com
616-895-1463
Michelle Bryk, OFS
Formation Minister
michellebofs@gmail.com
616-361-8489
Cami Mann, OFS
JPIC Representative
cmann1897@gmail.com
616-450-1897
Fr. Jerome Wolbert, OFM
Provincial Spiritual Asst
jeromeofm@yahoo.com

Celebrating the Milestones

Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings!

Professions
Lois Flickinger
Diane Gray
Marilyn Hawkins
Mary Lou Thompson
Paul Wojtas

Birthdays
March 25
March 25
March 25
March 25
March 25

Dennis Rybicki
March 3
Alvin Matkovich
March 7
Barb Scott
March 8
Kathleen Rosen
March 12
Mary Lou Harig
March 14
Mary Hentig
March 17
Barbara Czurak
March 23
Jeff Dills
March 26
Please note: If we have incorrect information regarding profession and/or birthday, please contact Carol Dills,
secretary, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net or Cami Mann, newsletter editor, cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897.

Message from the Minister
It is my pleasure to announce that Beth Price will serve our fraternity as she completes her last year of
Spiritual Assistant Formation as an intern. Normally the Region does not appoint Spiritual Assistants
to their own fraternity. But in this case, Fr. Jerome thought it would be good training for her to learn
in a very active and healthy fraternity. At the completion of her internship year in November, Beth
will be moving to her permanent Spiritual Assistant assignment.
The local Spiritual Assistant is a member of and a servant to the whole fraternity. The local spiritual assistant has
the right of active participation and active voice in all fraternity matters except financial. The local spiritual assistant is a full
member of the fraternity council, collaborating in all activities and providing the spiritual dimension to leadership and Franciscan dimension to service.
(Role of the Local Spiritual Assistant)

Please give Beth all of your fraternal love and support in these next few months.

Contemplation on the Constitutions
As I was reflecting on Articles 22 and 23 of the General Constitutions, I noticed a few statements that
resonated with both our apostolate and our Day of Reflection.
The fraternities should engage themselves through courageous initiatives, consistent with their Franciscan vocation
and with the directives of the Church, in the field of human development and justice. They should take clear positions
whenever human dignity is attacked by any form of oppression or indifference. They should offer their fraternal service
to the victims of injustice.
(Article 22.2)
It seems to me that we are looking to take courageous action as a fraternity to stand up for human dignity. It is not that we are becoming political but that we are praying for a solution not just to gun violence but to all circumstances that bring violence to the human person. A degradation of human dignity
is pervasive in this country as manifested by mass murders, suicide, drug abuse, human trafficking,
domestic abuse, abortion, euthanasia, pornography, etc., etc., etc. All of our social problems stem from
the loss of God as our center, so society is trying to fill that hole with anything instead of God. We as
Secular Franciscans are compelled to bring about the Kingdom of God through the Gospel. It is our duty to be courageous in “rebuilding our church,” meaning the people of God.
As St. Pope John Paul II said: “The Church expects from you, Secular Franciscans, a courageous and
consistent testimony of Christian and Franciscan life, leaning towards the construction of a more fraternal and gospel world for the realization of the Kingdom of God.”
(November 22, 2002)
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Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Corner
Cami Mann, OFS JPIC Animator
Peace & all good,

We are ever so close to naming our apostolate! As I stated at the February gathering, we have done some
“heavy lifting” and should be proud of the work we have undertaken thus far. The fruit of that work is
about to blossom as we discuss apostolate ideas at our March gathering. I am looking forward to discussing our ideas. For those unable to attend the February gathering, please review the summary notes sent
out by Michelle via the prayer line. They will also be sent in this mailing for those who do not receive
electronic communication.
I mentioned that we will be using a consensus model for decision making. Consensus is defined
by Merriam-Webster as, first, general agreement, and second, group solidarity of belief or sentiment. It
has its origin in the Latin word cōnsēnsus (agreement), which is from cōnsentiō meaning literally feel
together.[1] It is used to describe both the decision and the process of reaching a decision. Consensus
decision-making is thus concerned with the process of deliberating and finalizing a decision… Our discussion will culminate in a vote, however, we will be employing a method that will allow us to vote yes even
if we are not fully comfortable doing so. This model calls for us to make room for the fact that we ( individually) may not get exactly what we want, but by voting yes, we can acknowledge that we trust the
wisdom of the group enough to agree with the decision. Being that the apostolate will be the collective
work of the fraternity, the collective body of the fraternity needs to support it.
Again, I am very excited to hear our ideas. I have an idea—I hope you do too!

DAY OF REFLECTION AND ACTION
MARCH 24 8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. St. Thomas the Apostle
Inspired by Rule 15, “Let them individually and collectively be in the forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Especially in the
field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith,” this year’s
Day of Reflection will also include action supporting local high school students in taking a
stand to support those whose lives have been lost to gun violence and school shootings. The
event is entitled March for Our Lives. Our intention in participating is to be a prayerful presence showing, “...God is in the world and the Gospel can be lived.” (FUN Manual) Provisions
will be made for fraternity members who may find it difficult to march but would still like to be
present.
Our day will begin with Mass at St. Thomas, followed by breakfast and reflective discussion.
After this time of prayer and formation, we will go to Rosa Parks Circle in downtown Grand
Rapids where we will stand in communion with young people, as we demonstrate being a peace
-filled, prayerful witness against gun violence.
Following the march, we will return to St. Thomas for additional discussion and a closing prayer service. Reflection materials will be sent home to our homebound members so that they are
able to participate and pray with us.
Breakfast will be provided. We ask that you bring a sack lunch and camp chairs. We will carpool to the March for Our Lives event. For additional questions or to register, please contact
Beth Price bethpricesfo@gmail.com or 616.915.1757 or Amy Oatley aoatleyofs@gmail.com
616.915.2414.
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Fair Share Update

Hospitality Ministry March 21
Set-Up

Clean–Up

Jim Howard

Laura Bouchard

If you are excused from attending the fraternity
gatherings and would like to send your fair
share amount, please make check payable to
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send
your check to:

To Be Excused

Dwayne Betcher, OFS
16298 Highland Drive
Spring Lake MI 49456

If you are unable to attend a fraternity
gathering due to health or other hardship
reasons, please email:
Carol Dills
Barb Scott

grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net
bscott3315@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Our Mother of Sorrows
Secular Franciscan Fraternity
1007 Diamond NE
Grand Rapids MI 49503
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