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Please review the summary of ideas included with this newsletter. Use it as an aid 

to assist you in prayer as we gather this month to decide on our apostolate.  
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Franciscan Feast Days 
Catherine of Bologna  Religious  May 9 
Ignatius of Laconi  Religious  May 11  
Margaret of Cortona    May 16 
Paschal Baylon  Religious  May 17 
Felix of Cantalice  Religious  May 18 
Bernardine of Siena  Priest   May 20 
Dedication of the Basilica of St. Francis  May 24 
Mary Ann of Jesus of Paredes   May 28 
Blessed Baptista Varano Religious  May 30 
 

Bold denotes Third Order Secular Saints & Blesseds  

Rite of Admission will take place as 
opening prayer this month. We are ex-
cited to admit Jennifer Renegar and 
Mary Vander Ploeg.  

Liturgy of the Hours books will not be 
needed. Please being your Ritual Book 
if you have one. 



 
Professions      Birthdays     

Terri Mauro  April 23    Ken Estes  April 2 
Dwayne Betcher April 24    Margaret Gessner April 5 
Cami Mann  April 24    Linda Lee Spencer April 6 
Mark Mann  April 24    Gloria Heflin-Oates April 10 
Susan Martin   April 24    Peg Wegenka  April 14 
Barb Scott  April 24    Mary Michalski  April 18 
Lori Fedewa  April 25    Mary Michalski  April 18 
Amy Oatley  April 25    Michelle Bryk  April 22 
Todd Oatley  April 25    Mary VanderPloeg April 22 
Jim Flickinger  April 27    Beth Price  April 24 
Alvin Matkovich  April 27    Patti Reynolds  April 28 
Harriet Pilson  April 27    Lori Fedewa  April 30 
Rose Skorka  April 27    Claire Pinsonneault April 30 
Jerry Swiatlowski April 27 
 
Please note: To update incorrect information, please contact Carol Dills, secretary, grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net  
cmann1897@gmail.com or 616.450.1897. 
      

 

Celebrating the Milestones 

Page 2 Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity 
Ordo Franciscanus Secularis (OFS) 

A Member of Divine Mercy Regional Fraternity 

 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Message from the Minister 

The Easter season brings a new beginning.  Jesus’ suffering and death means nothing without 
the Resurrection.  As Franciscans we are called to live the Gospel and bring life to the Gos-
pel.  The Paschal Mystery is the central message of the Gospel.  If we are to enter into the Pas-
chal Mystery in our every day lives, this means that the joy of Resurrection is always accompa-
nied by some pain and suffering. 
We know this every time we go on a diet or change some bad habit in our lives.  Giving up what 
we know isn't good for us but still have grown to depend on is not easy and hurts a little some-
times.  But the transformation we encounter as a result helps us to be better people as well as a 
sense of joy. 
I guess that is why the Holy Spirit has chosen this time in our fraternal life to call us to make a 
decision regarding our apostolate.  The process has been truly a growing experience for our fra-
ternity.  There have been some growing pains in this process but I believe, like the Paschal Mys-
tery, that the joy of Christ will rush into our fraternity with a new life that will transform our 
vocation.  
Please take the time to review the summary and pray that the Holy Spirit will guide our 
hearts.  If you cannot attend the next meeting, feel free to email or call me with your com-
ments, so we can hear from everyone before we make this decision. 
May the Holy Spirit guide us and kindle in us the fire of new love! 
  

Pax et bonum, 
Barb Scott, OFS 
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 Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Corner   
Cami Mann, OFS JPIC Animator 
 

 
Peace & all good, 
 

There were so many great ideas generated at the March meeting; it will be a challenge to come to a de-
cision. As we prepare for our gathering this month, please continue to pray for the apostolate. Please 
pray that each of us has an open heart and spirit to serving God as God calls Our Mother of Sorrows into 
action and collaboration with the wider community. After all, it is the work of God that we do; not our 
own wants and needs. 
 
As mentioned at the meeting, we may not all get the apostolate we have our hearts set on. As a  frater-
nity, a religious order, we trust the wisdom of God at work in our discernment. We place ourselves at the 
mercy of God’s will—revealed through the Holy Spirit. This kind of trust may not come easy for us; such is 
our human nature. But we have journeyed alongside each other throughout this process and in doing so 
we have been called to trust each other more, lay down our own agendas, come to see the Holy Spirit at 
work in us, and grow in fraternal charity and generosity.  
 
We have had tough conversations. Holding these conversations, as Franciscans, means we offer our words 
in charity, humility, and poverty. We can only serve the wider community well when we serve each other 
well. Our apostolate then is first and foremost an act of love for each other and that love is put at the 
service of God to love others whom God loves. 
 
A summary of the ideas has been sent to everyone via email or mailed along with this newsletter. You 
will notice, that not all suggestions meet the criteria set forth for the apostolate. While the idea itself 
may not become the apostolate, it may indeed be an action undertaken as part of the apostolate. Specif-
ic details in this regard are included in the summary, along with the list of criteria. As mentioned at the 
March gathering, please pray with the summary, notice if you are drawn to a particular suggestion. 
 
Together, we move forward. Ss. Francis and Claire, pray for us. 

This year’s Day of Reflection and participation in the March for Our Lives on March 24, offered the fraternity a 
different experience for our brothers and sisters in Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity. Many members joined us 
at Mass and in prayer from their homes, while 11 gathered for reflection and discussion focusing on Catholic 
social teaching and justice. We used  Article 15 of our Rule - Let them individually and collectively be in the 
forefront in promoting justice by the testimony of their human lives and their courageous initiatives. Espe-
cially in the field of public life, they should make definite choices in harmony with their faith, to focus our 
conversation.    
 
The March for Our Lives was created by high school students, in response to the killings in Parkland, Florida on 
Valentine’s Day (Ash Wednesday, February 14, 2018). Students were saying ‘enough to the killings and violence 
in our schools’. This is a right to life issue in America. 
 
Our youngest participant, fourth grade student Claire Bahm, told the gathered group, “Yes, there are days I 
feel afraid to go to school. I have always had lockdown drills in my school. It’s not OK to bring guns into 
school. I’m here because I feel I have to stand up to say ‘Enough’. Peace and love need to be in the world.”  
 
We marched in prayerful support of our children and to live out what Claire also shared, to “Let the Holy Spirit 
lead us.” We walked in faith and the Holy Spirit led five to six thousand people of all ages to Rosa Park Circle 
in Grand Rapids. It was an intergenerational peaceful gathering with folks from across west Michigan repre-
sented. 
 
Amy Oatley,OFS, Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Divine Mercy regional representative, had this 
quote on her heart after our day together. “The spiritual life does not lift us out of the human condition, with 
its misery, problems, confrontations, pain and difficulties...The spiritual life plunges us more deeply into our 
humanity. It would be nice to sit in church all day, our hands clasped in prayer, drinking in the ecstasy of the 
Lord. But that is unrealistic; we must enter into the marketplace, walk the alleys of commerce. We must help 
each other out of the ditches we fall into. It is in the streets of life that we encounter God. Everything human 
is divine.” - Gerard Thomas Straub, author of When Did I See You Hungry' Amy was grateful to have shared this 
day with her daughter, Madeline, a student at West Catholic. 
 
Jim Howard, OFS, shared, “I liked the fact that we recognized that as Franciscans we have an obligation to be 
involved in being Jesus's voice in the marketplace of ideas. We must speak out on issues of life, peace, the 
poor and the environment. How can we deepen our Franciscan commitment  to follow Jesus in our life by serv-
ing others and being faithful to our Franciscan calling. I think we need to stand above political parties. Our 
Franciscan and Christian calling must be our first priority not our political party affiliation, when it comes to 
our discussions and support of social issues.” 



Newsletter Editor 
Our Mother of Sorrows 
Secular Franciscan Fraternity 
1007 Diamond NE 
Grand Rapids MI 49503 
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Hospitality Ministry March 21 

If you are excused from attending the fraternity 
gatherings and would like to send your fair 
share amount, please make check payable to 
Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 
your check to:  

Dwayne Betcher, OFS   
16298 Highland Drive  
Spring Lake MI 49456 

Fair Share Update 
Set-Up  Clean–Up 

Karen Koepke  Mary Vander Ploeg 

Marcia & Jim Dohm Jason George 

   Cami & Mark Mann 

To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 
gathering due to health or other hardship 
reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net 
Barb Scott bscott3315@gmail.com 
 


