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Mother of Sorrows November Fraternity Gathering 
 

November 20  Formation—Laudato Si Update 

**Please note that we are NOT meeting the last Wednesday 
due to Thanksgiving week 

 
The collection this month will be for Laundry soap (40 load size) for 

the Access 6 Holy Family Pantry and for new flash drives for the 

Women’s Resource Center 

 

Annual Our Mother of Sorrows 

Profession Renewal and 

Anniversary Rite 

   Saturday, February 22 at 8:00 am 

   St. Thomas the Apostle Church 

 



Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

I hope everyone had a blessed October.  Winter has seemed to cut our fall too short but I did have a 

chance to get out and see the beautiful colors before the snow arrived.  I hope you did as well. 
 

The Caledonia Newly Forming Group has chosen a name—Holy Family Franciscans!  This name may or 

may not continue with them when they becoming an emerging fraternity in the future.  But for now this 

name gives them an identity separate from Our Mother of Sorrows.  They are still part of our fraternity, 

but this is a next step on their journey to a new fraternity.  Congratulations! 
 

Please thank the family of Gloria Heflin-Oates if you see them.  They made a generous donation to the 

fraternity to buy more ritual books.  We will be purchasing them and keeping them in our cabinet for 

fraternity gatherings.   
 

I will be asking at the November gathering for help with the annual Christmas Potluck.  We have been 

doing a lot with leadership this year, and the Council thought it would be good to give others a chance 

to use their leadership skills.  I will be asking for someone to plan and lead the prayer service and the 

activity for the night.  Please prayerfully consider offering your gifts to serve the fraternity.  If you are 

unable to attend in November, you can email me. 
 

Speaking of emails, some council positions have set up new emails that can be transferred from person 

to person as new council members are elected.  Please note the following changes: 

  Barb Scott  OMSGRminister@gmail.com 

  Carol Dills  OMSGRsecretary@gmail.com 

  Jeff Dills  OMSGRtreasurer@gmail.com 
 

Just a word about set up and clean up at fraternity gatherings.  I know people’s schedules can change 

quickly.  So if you have time to come early or stay later to help set up and clean up, it would be greatly 

appreciated.  The same people seem to be doing this month after month.  If we all do a little part, the 

extra time it takes to set up and clean up will be nominal.  Thank you.  
    

Pax et bonum, 

Barbara Scott, OFS 

Birthdays      
Cami Mann   December 1 

Ray Boisvenue   December 3 

Chuck Drollinger  December 18 

Sue Southerton  December 18 

Keith Southerton  December 23 

Verona Dunn   December 24 

Virginia Champion  December 31 



Page 3 Volume 4, 11 

 

Upcoming  Franciscan Feast Days 

Deceased of the Franciscan Orders   November 24 
St. Leonard of Port Maurice   November 26 
St. James of the March    November 28 
All Saints of the Franciscan Orders   November 29 
St. Francis Frasani    November 29 
Immaculate Conception    December 8 
Our Lady of Guadalupe    December 12 
 
Bold denotes Third Order Secular Saints & Blesseds From Proper 
Offices of Franciscan Saints and Blessed in the Liturgy of the Hours 

 Directories Are In!! 
 

Please bring in your old directories if you have them at the November 
gathering.  We will replace the pages with the new ones.  This way we can recycle 

the covers.  There will be new covers for those that don’t have them.  If you 
prepaid your directory, no further payment is necessary.  For those that have not 
paid, the directories will be available for $10 each. 

God’s Kitchen Help—Please call Sue Southerton,  616-891-1564, if you are available to be on a 
team to work at God’s Kitchen on December 8 from 1:00-4:00 pm.  This is a great way our 
fraternity can work together to feed the poor in our community. 

From Secular Franciscans USA: 

 

Little Flowers of St. Francis 
How the Lord appeared to St Francis and to his brethren as he was 
speaking with them— 

In the beginning of the Order, St Francis, having assembled his companions to speak to them of Christ, in a 
moment of great fervour of spirit commanded one of them, in the name of God, to open his mouth and speak as 
the Holy Spirit should inspire him. The brother, doing as he was ordered, spoke most wonderfully of God. Then 
St Francis bade him to be silent, and ordered another brother to speak in the same way, which having done with 
much penetration, St Francis ordered him likewise to be silent, and commanded a third brother to do the same. 
This one began to speak so deeply of the things of God, that St Francis was convinced that both he and his 
companion had spoken through the Holy Spirit. Of which also he received a manifest proof; for whilst they were 
thus speaking together, our Blessed Lord appeared in the midst of them, under the form of a beautiful young 
man, and blessed them all. And they, being ravished out of themselves, fell to the ground as if they had been 
dead, and were all unconscious of things external. And when they recovered from their trance, St Francis said to 
them: "My beloved brothers, let us thank God, who has deigned to reveal to the world, through his humble 
servants, the treasures of divine wisdom. For the Lord it is who openeth the mouth of the dumb, and maketh the 
tongues of the simple to speak wisdom." 



Newsletter Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

6490 Kingtree SW 

Byron Center, MI 49315 
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If you are excused from attending the fraternity 

gatherings and would like to send your fair 

share amount, please make check payable to 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 

your check to:  

Jeff Dills, OFS 

2265 Burton Pines SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
**Please note the new address** 

Fair Share Update To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 

gathering due to health or other hardship 

reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  OMSGRsecretary@gmail.com 

Barb Scott OMSGRminister@gmail.com 

 


