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**Please note: 

The March gathering is cancelled. 
 

Due to the current health issues we are cancelling the March 

meeting for our Fraternity.  We are asking that you set aside time at 
7, when we would normally meet, to pray together the Liturgy of 

the hours.  

 

In response to requests to have some of our meetings at other times, 

we held our profession renewal on Saturday, February 22nd at 8:00 
am. Please connect with Carol Dills with any feedback about that 

change so we can plan for next year. Carol's email 

is grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net and her phone number is 616-822-

7191. 

 
**Please mail your fair share checks for the month to Jeff Dills 

(address on the back on the newsletter). 

 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.  We 
entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in 
Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.  You, Salvation of the Roman People, 
know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of 
Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.  Help us, 
Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father and to do as we 
are told by Jesus, 
who has taken upon himself our sufferings and carried our sorrows  
to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.  
 
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain 
the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O 
glorious and blessed Virgin.  ~Pope Francis 

mailto:grdillpickles@sbcglobal.net


Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 
March 25  Meeting Cancelled 

April 29  Profession Mass St. Thomas  7:00 pm 
   **Please note change** 

May 27  Committee Work St. Thomas  7:00 pm 

June 24  Fraternity Picnic Cascade Park  6:00 pm 

 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Professions      
Paul Wojtas  April 4 

Terri Mauro  April 23 

Dwayne Betcher April 24 

Cami Mann  April 24 

Mark Mann  April 24 

Susan Martin  April 24 

Barb Scott  April 24 

Lori Fedewa  April 25 

Amy Oatley  April 25 

Todd Oatley  April 25 

Jim Flickinger  April 27 

Alvin Matkovich April 27 

Harriet Pilson  April 27 

Rose Skorka  April 27 

Jerry Swiatlowski April 27 

Birthdays      
Ken Estes  April 2 

Marge Gessner  April 5 

Linda Lee Spencer April 6 

Peg Wegenka  April 14 

Mary Michalski April 18 

Ted Kusmierz  April 19 

Michelle Bryk  April 22 

Mary VanderPloeg April 22 

Beth Price  April 24 

Patti Reynolds  April 28 

Lori Fedewa  April 30 

Claire Pinsonneault April 30 

 

I pray that everyone is staying safe and hopeful during this global crisis of the coronavirus pandemic.  The council is taking 

these precautions seriously and working to help contain the spread of the disease.  This is the reason for canceling our monthly 

gathering this month. 

On a happier note, our Profession Renewal Mass last month was a beautiful morning!  Thank you to Fr. Jim Chelich and all 

that attended for a very blessed time.   

Also, our Day of Reflection was a wonderful day with Sr. Damien Marie Savino.  She led us through two meaningful reflections 

of what Pope Francis writes through Laudato Si: 1) Cultural Implications of Integral Ecology and 2) Spirituality of Laudato Si.  

Sister helped us to see how progress needs to include our history and cultural conditions of the people in our area.  We have to 

maintain our social aspect of society as we progress.  Isolation is an issue when dealing with technology which blinds us to the 

needs and social interactions of the people around us.  Looking at our spirituality through the lens of Laudato Si, we can use an 

examen to pray on the topics the document brings to light.  In addition to Sister’s presentations, Michelle Bryk and Beth Price 

led us through two very impactful prayer exercises.  Michelle put together prayer stations based on aspects of Laudato Si where 

we could silently contemplate questions through creative writing and art.  Beth put together a Way of the Cross Service for eco-

logical conversion.  I just want to take this time to thank all of the Day of Reflection Committee for putting together 

such an awesome and faith-filled day! 

Please also note that we have rescheduled our profession Mass for Mary VanderPloeg to April 29 at St. Thomas at 7:00 pm.  I 

invite everyone to welcome Mary into our fraternity! 

 

Pax et bonum, 

Barbara Scott, OFS 
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Day of Reflection 2020 

I Thirst 

Even in the desert I am the vine, you are 

the branches. 

Help!  Broken and blessed. 

If not you then who? 

Come and rest a while. 

Go and rebuild my church. 

`Anonymous 

Prayer During the COVID-19 Crisis 

Heavenly Father, we thank You for the gift of good health and peace that we have enjoyed for so many years.  As we find our-

selves in this time of crisis today, we ask for Your divine intervention and mercy to be upon each of us. 

Come and guide the minds of those working to discover a treatment to the COVID-19 virus.  Grant them wisdom, knowledge, 

and clarity of mind, so that all peoples will be free from the threat of this ailment. 

We also pray for the healthcare workers that are standing in the front line of this battle.  Father, we thank You for their hearts 

of service, putting the needs of society before their own, generously responding to the cry of Your people.  We ask that You will 

grant them strength and protection.  As they give of themselves in selfless service, may You fill them with Your Holy Spirit as 

they work to be Your healing hands and feet! 

Father, we also surrender to You all those who have been afflicted with the virus.  Grant them Your healing grace, merciful 

Father, so that they may recover swiftly and continue to be witnesses of Your love in their lives. 

Mother Mary, we ask for your intercession in this great time of need.  Cover each of us with your blue mantle of protection, so 

that we may be preserved in good health to continue to glorify your son, Jesus Christ!  We make this prayer through Christ, our 

Saviour and Redeemer.  Amen. 

~Catholic.sg 

 



Newsletter Editor 
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If you are excused from attending the fraternity 

gatherings and would like to send your fair 

share amount, please make check payable to 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 

your check to:  

Jeff Dills, OFS 

2265 Burton Pines SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

Fair Share Update 

To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 

gathering due to health or other hardship 

reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  OMSGRsecretary@gmail.com 

Barb Scott OMSGRminister@gmail.com 

 

Prayer for a Pandemic 

May we who are merely inconvenienced, remember those whose 

lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors, remember those who are most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home, remember those who 

must choose between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children when their schools 

close, remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips, remember those that have no safe 

place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money in the tumult, remember those 

who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home, remember those who have 

no home. 

As fear grips our country, let us choose love. 

During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each 

other, let us find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.  

Amen. 

~Sarah Stonesifer Boylan and Chris Decatur 


