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September Monthly Gathering 
Rite of Welcoming 

Wednesday, September 29 7:00 pm 
St. Thomas Lower Level 

 
 

This month we will be welcoming in three people into the Inquiry 
stage of Initial Formation, John Langan, Bill Melucci, and Eileen 

Schmuker.  We will also go through a Formation Friday reflection 

and discussion, which is a weekly reflection offered by our 

National Formator.   Wear your own mask if you choose.  Fully 

vaccinated members need not wear a mask unless they choose to.  
Bring a snack to share. 

 

If you still wish to attend virtually, please click this link or call in: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82533688670?

pwd=clF3TFBaeUVNTzFydlNsUVVuUDFiZz09 
 

Meeting ID: 825 3368 8670 

Passcode: 210128 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 
 

**Please mail your fair share checks for the month if you don’t 

plan to attend to Jeff Dills (address on the back on the 

newsletter).  You may also electronically transfer your fair share 

using Venmo.  You can find our account at @OMS-Franciscan-GR. 
 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82533688670?pwd=clF3TFBaeUVNTzFydlNsUVVuUDFiZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82533688670?pwd=clF3TFBaeUVNTzFydlNsUVVuUDFiZz09


Upcoming Fraternity Gatherings 

Oct 3    Transitus     7:00 pm  St. Thomas  

       5:00 pm  St. Anthony Chapel, Grand Haven 
Oct 27    October Fraternity Gathering  7:00 pm  St. Thomas 

Nov 17   November Fraternity Gathering  7:00 pm  St. Thomas 

Message from the Minister 

Celebrating the Milestones 
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 Wishing our brothers and sisters many blessings! 

Professions     
 

Marge Krystiniak  October 4 

Wally Krystiniak  October 4 

Margo Dean   October 25 

Verona Dunn   October 25 

Mary Michalski   October 25 

Rich Michalski   October 25 

Claire Pinsonneault  October 25 

Nancy Supran   October 27 

Marcia Dohm   October 30 

Alan Supran   October 30 

Birthdays      
 

Wally Krystiniak  October 3 

Terri Mauro   October 4 

Jenn Bahm   October 8 

Carol Dills   October 14 

Marge Krystiniak  October 16 

Jim Flickinger   October 18 

Laura Bouchard  October 19 

Mark Mann   October 19 

Paul Wotjas   October 29 

Mary Lou Thompson  October 30  

I wish to apologize for the technical difficulties last month.  I think we have figured out the system so it 

should go better this month.  Please join us to welcome three new people who are entering as Inquirers.  

Also, we will explore a new resource that NAFRA has been offering, Formation Fridays.  Once a week, 

they publish this reflection on their Facebook page.  I have been passing it along when I was doing the 

OMS Weekly during the pandemic when we weren’t meeting monthly.  They are good reflections to use 

as a group or individually. 

Also, please join us for Transitus on October 3 at St. Thomas and also at St. Anthony Chapel in Grand 

Haven.  Thank you, Claire Pinsonneault, for giving us a satellite location for those on the lakeshore. 

Pax et bonum, 

Barbara Scott, OFS 
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Giving Glory to God with Our Praise 

A Reflection by Carol Dills, OFS 

In August, I had the blessing of attending the All-Michigan Catholic Charismatic Conference themed “Ablaze with 
Praise.” What a glorious weekend of praising and glorifying God (with Jim and Lois Flickinger)! I was so inspired by the 
conference that I wanted to share it with you, because it’s so intimately tied to our Franciscan calling.  

The conference speaker, James “Butch” Murphy focused on the importance of praise and worship in our faith and 
ways to do this. A big take away for me was “I decide to praise God because He is God.” I may not always feel like doing 
it, but I decide to or choose to do it purely because He is worthy of my praise. 

Why should we praise and worship God? First, because it is our HIGHEST CALLING, our baptismal calling. We are bap-
tized priest, prophet and king. A royal priest’s job is to offer sacrifice as it says in 1 Peter 2:4-9.  St. Peter teaches us, 
“Come to him, a living stone,…let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sac-
rifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ….You are ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of 
his own, so that you may announce the praises’ of him who called you out of darkness and into his wonderful light.” I 
see our fraternity (and our greater Franciscan family) as a spiritual household called to praise our Lord through Jesus 
Christ just as our seraphic father Francis did. By praising God, we become transformed. He will build us individually and 
as a group into a house of worship, just as St. Francis and his brothers were.  

Another reason that we praise God is JUSTICE—he has the sovereign right to demand praise from his creatures. Think 
of the book of Daniel, where the three Hebrew men were thrown in the fiery furnace and how they praised the Lord 
and He saved them. Psalm 150 is a beautiful hymn of praise and call to action, “Let everything the has life give praise to 
the Lord! Hallelujah!” Once again, we can see how St. Francis deeply understanding of this if we take a moment to re-
flect on The Canticle of the Sun. 

Praise is also our ETERNAL DESTINY. In the Book of Revelation, St. John talks about the mystical union of the wedding 
feast of the Lamb. In heaven, we will be singing praise to the Lord with the angels and saints. At the eternal banquet 
Our time on earth is practice for the “big show” in heaven where we will be praising God always out of pure love for 
Him. Finally, it’s A COMMAND FROM GOD. He tells us repeatedly in the scripture to praise His name. It’s in doing this 
that we can know Him, love him, and be able to serve Him in the world. All gifts flow from the Lord. When we praise 
God, he increases those gifts. “God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7) and he will not be outdone in generosity. 

There are so many ways to praise the Lord! Through praise music, the psalms, praying in the Spirit (tongues), kinetically 
(using our bodies as we pray), with our minds (through scripture), and in our silence (listening). I could write more 
about each of these, but alas there is no more room. Suffice it to say, St. Francis is a model of each of these.  

In closing, I want to share this short excerpt from “7 Key Moments in the Life of St. Francis” by Jack Wintz, OFM 
(franciscanmedia.org). In moment #4 “Francis Spends the Night in Prayer,” Wintz shares the story of Francis spending 
the night at Bernard of Quintavalle. Bernard stayed awake to secretly watch Francis to see what he does through the 
night. Bernard observed Francis dropping to his knees, raising his hands, and earnestly repeating throughout the night, 
“My God and my all!” and reflect on all the glories of God. I challenge each of us to take 10 minutes per day to praise 
God from our hearts, start to write your own canticle. I promise it will transform your life and build our fraternity into a 
“spiritual house.” 

If anyone would be interested in learning more about living a life in the Spirit or having Spirit stoked back up, please 
talk to me. I would be willing to work with my brothers and sisters to host a Life in the Spirit seminar for our fraternity 
and friends. 

 



 Transitus 

We will be celebrating the 

passing of the soul of St. 

Francis from this world to 

the next together as a 

fraternity in two different 

locations: 

• 7:00 pm at St. Thomas 
Deacon Dennis Rybicki, presiding 
Those attending may wish to gather after at a local 
establishment. 
 

• 5:00 to 9 pm at St. Anthony’s Chapel in Grand Haven 
      The prayer hour will last from 5:30 -6:30, followed by a 
potluck dinner.  Deadline to respond is September 19. 
Contact: Claire Pinsonneault OFS:  616.846.5955 
kpinofs@gmail.com  I receive many nonsense calls so please 
clarify any contact with me. Thanks 
 
We would love to have as many Secular Franciscans active or 
inactive attend as possible. This invitation is also opened to 
guests that would be interested and wish to experience this 
beautiful ceremony. Families are also welcome.  .  

Rite of Welcoming 

This month we will welcome these 

three into Inquiry.  Please keep 

them in your prayers as they 

journey through formation. 

John Langan 

Bill Melucci 

Eileen Schmuker 

Cathedral of St. Andrew Justice and 

Peace Committee is hosting a cele-

bration to end this Season of Crea-

tion on the evening of October 4.  The 

celebration will include prayer and 

fellowship.  Please watch your emails 

for further information. 

 

     26th ANNIVERSARY 
SUNDAY SEPT. 19th, 2021 1:30 PM SHARP 

AT  
CIRCLE ROCKING S CHILDREN’S FARM 

5487 Tuttle Rd. Free Soil, MI  49411 
Take U.S. 31 to Fountain Rd. East 2miles to Tuttle Rd.  

231-462-3732  
www.circlerockingsfarm.org  

This outdoor church service is FREE.  
Rain or shine held under the tents and barn. 

 
EVERYONE AND PETS/LIVESTOCK OF ALL SIZES ARE WELCOME! 

All pets must be on a short leash/lead or in a carrier etc.  Owners are com-
pletely responsible for their pets. 

You do not need to own a pet to come! 
 

SILENT AUCTION AND PET SHOW ETC. TO FOLLOW AFTER THE SERVICE. 
All proceeds support the special needs therapy farm.    

$5.00 per class. Trophy for first and rosette ribbons for second and third place.  All ages welcome to enter. 

mailto:kpinofs@gmail.com
http://www.circlerockingsfarm.org


If you are excused from attending the fraternity 

gatherings and would like to send your fair 

share amount, please make check payable to 

Our Mother of Sorrows Fraternity and send 

your check to:  

Jeff Dills, OFS 

2265 Burton Pines SE 
Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

 

OR Venmo to: 

@OMS-Franciscan-GR 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Our Mother of Sorrows 

Secular Franciscan Fraternity 

6490 Kingtree SW 

Byron Center, MI 49315 
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Fair Share Update To Be Excused  

If you are unable to attend a fraternity 

gathering due to health or other hardship 

reasons, please email: 

Carol Dills  OMSGRsecretary@gmail.com 

Barb Scott OMSGRminister@gmail.com 


